ARE YOU READY FOR THE JOURNEY?
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Introduction

As I thought and prayed before preparing this message, I realized that without the Spirit of the God, I would not be able to deliver this message so that it reaches its intended mark.  So why don’t we pray and ask God to draw us to Himself.

Our Father, I realize that I am nothing but an empty vessel and that without your hand upon me I am utterly useless.  I pray that you would fill me with your Spirit to do your work and that you would draw back your bow and that the arrow of the HOLY SPIRIT would hit its target tonight.  We ask that YOU would teach us this evening.  In the name of Jesus Christ we pray.  – Amen.

There are a great many things in this life that we are both ignorant and apathetic towards, however, in most cases it is neither tragic nor fatal.  

I am for example not a physicist and therefore cannot tell you about light particles and waves and how they relate to one another, yet I certainly enjoy the benefits of their existence.  

I am not a Ph.D in Biochemistry and thus cannot tell you about the chemical interactions that occur in my body to allow modern medicines to have the effect that they do in dulling pain and curing sickness, yet I certainly enjoy the benefits.

Yes you could say that I am both ignorant and apathetic about such knowledge because I have grown to expect that others do know what they are doing, and will use their knowledge for my benefit, and not knowing such information is neither tragic nor fatal.  

I cannot tell you the specifics to Einstein’s Theory of Relativity, yet I assume you nor I will not loose sleep over this fact tonight because in not knowing, it is neither tragic nor fatal.  

I will tell you that in our study of God’s Word this evening, ignorance and apathy regarding this subject, is both tragic and fatal.  

I pray that you will consider with me then Three Universal Absolute facts of life.  Three facts that are true of you and me and of all others that are our neighbors on this planet.  These basic facts, if I were to take this message and change it into any language in this world, it would be as true for them as it is for you.  

After I present you with these 3 facts, I would like to speak to you about your one great, responsibility in response to these facts.  And then I would like to ask ONE Personal question of you, and I will ask this question slowly, methodically and carefully and when I ask this question I would like you to imagine that all of those that are here this evening would have left and it is just you and the preacher, and I pray that you would be able to answer this question in truth.

The First of these Universal, Absolute facts is this:

1.    You are here through no choice of your own.

You are here on God’s green earth, breathing God’s air by no choice or will of your own.  

You did not have a discussion with God in your pre-existent state and negotiate that you should come into existence.  This was simply His choice.

Turn with me To Genesis 1:26

1:26 Then God said, "Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth." 27 So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them.

This was God’s choosing that you and I would exist.

Let’s read Acts 17:26  "And He has made from one blood every nation of men to dwell on all the face of the earth,…” 

Psalm 100:3 “Know that the LORD, He is God; It is He who has made us, and not we ourselves; We are His people and the sheep of His pasture.”  

You and I are here simply by the creative power and sovereign choice of almighty God.  

You may not like it here, or you may not like what you experience here, but you can not uncreature yourself.

Q-Is there anyone here that would like to dispute that fact?  

Q-Is there anyone that believes it is because of their own will that they exist?

A-You are only here because God has given you life by his power.  You exist solely because he allowed you to exist.

The Second of these facts is this: 

2.    You will not always be here.

One day your going to make an exit from this life.  Just as certainly as you are here by no choice of you own, your not always going to be here, eventually each of us is going to die.

Let’s read Hebrews 9:27 

“As it is appointed a man once to die….” Death isn’t something that man has laid up and created for Himself.  Death is an intruder into the human race.  It is a universal absolute fact of life that you will die.  You may use every means necessary to try and make life as long as possible and sustain it with as much vigor as possible.  However, YOUR GOING TO DIE!  And you have no control of it.  When you were born, a clock began ticking.  As each second ticks, you come closer to your appointed time.   The only thing that differs from individual to individual is time and circumstance.  But you will die.  It may be tonight, it may be 60 years from tonight.  But you will make an exit from this life.  And the youngest of you here are not too young to think about this fact seriously.  

I have two children, and I was reminded of this fact when my daughter was born, the only guarantee that I had as I looked at her the first time, was that she was going to one day die.  There are no other guarantees.

I cannot promise my daughter that she will be healthy, or intelligent or rich or happy.  The only thing that I can say with absolute certainty is that she will one day make her exit from this world.

The third and last of these Universal, Absolute facts is:

3. One day you and I will stand before a Holy God,   and your state will be fixed for eternity.

Consider with me the final section of Hebrews 9:27

…and after this cometh judgment.

This is something that will happen to each of us and we can’t control the event.  It is not our decision and God will not consult us and ask us to vote on which day it will be.  It will happen when HE desires.

Let’s read John 5:28 

"Do not marvel at this; for the hour is coming in which all who are in the graves will hear His voice 29 "and come forth--those who have done good, to the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil, to the resurrection of condemnation.”

And finally let’s read Revelation 20:11-15  “Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away. And there was found no place for them.  12 And I saw the dead, small and great, standing before God, and books were opened. And another book was opened, which is the Book of Life. And the dead were judged according to their works, by the things which were written in the books. 13 The sea gave up the dead who were in it, and Death and Hades delivered up the dead who were in them. And they were judged, each one according to his works. 14 Then Death and Hades were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. 15 And anyone not found written in the Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire.”

This is difficult to hear, and some of you may not have a desire to hear this.  You may say tonight, “tell us nice things, give us pleasant thoughts, the worlds in a mess and we have come to Church to get comfort and to feel good.”  Listen my friends, any comfort that you have that comes at the expense of facing these facts, is a delusive and a damning comfort.  The comfort of a Christian is a comfort he has when he looks death straight in its eye.  When he looks judgment straight in it’s awful grandeur, and he says facing death, facing judgment, I have comfort, because of my relationship to Jesus Christ.  

If you have to look away from death and look away from judgment and forget them to have comfort, you have a delusive and a damning comfort.  

Sure a man that is slated to go to the electric chair the first of January can feel good right up to December 31st if he keeps himself drunk until his appointed time.  And it is perfectly possible that you may have no terrors of the thoughts of death.  You say “I’m not afraid to die, I must be ready to die.”  Or, you may be so drunk in the wine of your own sin and deceit, and you haven’t faced death for what it truly is, an ushering into the presence of God, to stand in judgment before Him.

Ignorance and apathy will have eternal consequences for those in such a state.  Their eternal position is both tragic and fatal.

To summarize these facts:

· You are here by divine creation.

· You’ll leave this place by divine appointment.

· And your condition for eternity will be fixed by divine judgment.

So what is our responsibility to these facts?  Simple we have one.

II.   One Supreme Responsibility. 


You have many responsibilities in this life.  But there is one supreme responsibility that is head and shoulders above all others.   

Do you know what it is?  

It’s to get ready for your exit.  Your one supreme responsibility while you are here in life, is to prepare for your exit out of this life.  Let me illustrate;  Give the example of this man that is asked to move.  What would you say of Him.

Our Lord gives a fearful example of such a man that takes no pains in preparing for his exit.


Turn with me to Luke 12:16 

“Then He spoke a parable to them, saying: "The ground of a certain rich man yielded plentifully. 17 "And he thought within himself, saying, 'What shall I do, since I have no room to store my crops?' 18 "So he said, 'I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build greater, and there I will store all my crops and my goods. 19 'And I will say to my soul, "Soul, you have many goods laid up for many years; take your ease; eat, drink, and be merry."'20 "But God said to him, 'Fool! This night your soul will be required of you; 

This night your going to take your journey, and all that is in your barns can’t help you, you’ve played the fool.

I plead with you tonight to listen carefully, in the light of these absolute facts of life, your ONE GREAT, SUPREME, PREDOMINANT RESPONSIBILITY IS TO BE READY FOR YOUR JOURNEY.  

Let’s read Amos 4:12

12 "Therefore thus will I do to you, O Israel; Because I will do this to you, Prepare to meet your God, O Israel!" 

It causes our Lord to ask a question. Matthew 16:26 “What profits a man if he gains the whole world but loses his own soul?” 


You may ask, why do I need to be ready?  Simple, you come in to this world a sinner.  

We come into this world unprepared to go out of it.  Psalm 51:5  “Behold I was shapen in iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me.”


You bring nothing into this world to prepare you to leave. You have a bad nature that is unfit for the presence of God. 

You come into this world with a bad nature that is predisposed to sin and as you live according to that nature, you store up for yourself wrath in the day of wrath.   Your sins cry out for your condemnation.  And as Paul tells us to the Romans in Chapter 3:19

19 “Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are under the law, that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may become guilty before God.”

Though none of you are ready by nature, you can be by grace. No one is ready to make his exodus by nature, but thank God you can be ready by grace.  

1st Timothy 1:15 This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am chief.

Hebrews 7:25 Therefore He is also able to save to the uttermost those who come to God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them.

Finally there is the matter of the One question that I promised to ask of you.

III. One personal question.  

I want you pretend that it is just you and I sitting here, and that you can do nothing but answer this question honestly.  ARE YOU READY FOR THE JOURNEY?  ARE YOU READY FOR THE JOURNEY THAT LEADS TO JUDGMENT?

I’m not asking if you hope you are ready.  I am not asking if you have some general aspirations that you are ready.  I am asking are you Biblically prepared to stand before God in perfect righteousness.  You must have an assured Hope to be sure you will enter into the beloved.  How can you have this assured hope?

· Use the lamb and Yo illustration.

· Will you be accepted by almighty God?

· Do you think your sinless?  10 Commandments
· Will He say to you to enter in?
· Do you want to be accepted by Him and received by Him?
Conclusion

The bible tells us that we should examine our faith.  2 Corinthians 13:5 “Examine yourselves as to whether you are in the faith.
Examine yourself tonight.  If you are not sure, let’s pray and ask that God will ensure your salvation and cause you to be a new creation in Him.

Our Father, thank you for teaching us through your Holy scriptures your eternal truths.  We recognize that without you showing us these truths we will not understand them because they are spiritually understood.  I pray that you would press upon the hearts of those that are fighting your prompting to submit to your care and that you would be pleased to grant them the gift of repentance and faith.  We thank you that you alone have done all that is necessary to ensure our salvation through your perfect, sinless Son.  In His name we pray.  –Amen.

