God’s Mercy Our Response
Romans 12

Tonight we are going to look at the book of Romans.  We are going to examine chapter 12 verses 1 & 2.  So you can open you Bibles to these verses.  

At first I was going to talk about more than these 2 verses but upon investigation I realized that we could spend weeks on just these verses.   

As a brief comment on the book of Romans, it has been said that if someone just had Romans that they had more than enough to understand the Christian faith and doctrines.  Romans primarily is a book that explains the doctrines of our faith.  Many people make an error of looking at other books the same way, for example Acts is a book that records the historical events of the early Christians.  It is not one that we should use to create doctrines. (eg. Speaking in tongues to demonstrate salvation.)
So lets look at Romans tonight, understanding it provides instruction for what we should believe. 
Let’s pray and then we’ll begin our study tonight…
Romans 12: 1-2
1Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God--this is your spiritual act of worship. 2Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is--his good, pleasing and perfect will.

I. “Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy”

These verses in Chapter 12 are a turning point in the book of Romans.  Romans is comprised of two main sections; chapters 1-11 explain doctrines of our faith and chapters 12-15 tell us how in response to these doctrines we should live.
The words “Therefore” based on “God’s mercies” assumes the first 11 chapters.  Paul’s call to action beginning in chapter 12 is given motivation from his teaching in 1-11.

In order for us to understand what is said in Romans 12: 1-2, let’s look at a couple ideas in the first 11 chapters of Romans and what they reveal about God’s mercy.  In doing so I want to set up 4 Main Points...
#1 God has revealed himself to ALL mankind. (Did not remove Himself.)
Romans 1: 20 …(-23)
20For since the creation of the world God's invisible qualities--his eternal power and divine nature--have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that men are without excuse. 
Psalm 19:1 says that “The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands.”

Everyone who has lived and who will ever live knows that there is a God.  God has revealed himself in all creation. (Side note: As a good study, look at how nature and the order of things do resemble God and his nature.)
This understanding that God is revealed in creation has shaped mankind’s existence since the beginning of time as we’ve confronted this fact and we either acknowledge the truth or reject it.  Throughout history we see that man has worshipped something, the creator or the created.  

Romans 1: 21-23 …
21For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools 23and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images made to look like mortal man and birds and animals and reptiles.

This brings to mind past acts of pagan worship of idols, creatures, the Sun, and other deities and laugh at the primitiveness this worship exhibits.  But this pagan worship is no different than how man lives today.  For example, now instead of the Sun,  evolution and science may now replace God.  Man today, without one firm example of cross-species evolution, dedicate their lives to teach and research to provide a reasonable excuse to reject God and make nature god or even man god.
Romans clearly says, “although (men) claim to be wise, they became fools”.  Whether our foolishness is the worship of goats or the moon or macro-evolution, the bottom line is man is a fool to not glorify God.  
But regardless, God has given all mankind knowledge about who he is, his power and nature, “SO THAT MEN ARE WITHOUT EXCUSE.”  We can’t ever stand before God when we die and say, “but God I never saw you or learned who you were.”  We are able to know God because he revealed himself in His creation and more specifically revealed himself to us in scripture. 
Because God can be known, we may ask, “How can we be in community with him?”
#2 God has given us His law and if we uphold perfectly we can be with him in heaven 

God’s law is seen in the Old Testament.  While the Jews had scripture to know the law, everyone knows God’s law because all have been given a conscience.  

Romans 2

14(Indeed, when Gentiles, who do not have the law, do by nature things required by the law, they are a law for themselves, even though they do not have the law, 15since they show that the requirements of the law are written on their hearts, their consciences also bearing witness, and their thoughts now accusing, now even defending them.) 
God provided His law to all mankind, if we live in perfection we can reach God.  By keeping this law it would mean that we have never sinned.  But we are unable to live up to God’s requirement for perfection. First, when we are born, we inherit sin (in birth) through Adam.  (Which is why it is so important that Jesus was born of a virgin, He did not inherit sin…)  
Second, none of us are able to be perfect and without sin.  Many of us have talked to people that say that they are “good enough” but when we press ‘by what standard are you good’ they will compare themselves to other men.  “I’ve never killed or committed adultery” they say.  But they are not measuring themselves to God’s perfect standard.

Romans 3: 10-12 tells us that
10"There is no one righteous, not even one; 11there is no one who understands, no one who seeks God. 12All have turned away, they have together become worthless; there is no one who does good, not even one."

So we are left knowing we are unable to get to heaven by the law. But…
#3 God provides us an alternate way to heaven.

Romans 3: 21-24
21But now a righteousness from God, apart from law, has been made known, to which the Law and the Prophets testify. 22This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no difference, 23for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24and are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.

This alternate way comes “through faith” in Jesus.  Jesus fulfilled the requirements of the law for us in his perfect life, death and resurrection.  We now have a way “apart from the law”.  But as we read earlier in Romans 3:10-12 how can we have faith in Jesus if “no one understands God or seeks Him”?  
This is where we begin to understand God’s mercy on us…while many of us may be familiar with what we’ve covered so far, the next point is important for us.
#4 God chose us and provides salvation for us even though we don’t deserve it.

One of the clearest presentations of God mercy in our salvation is seen in Romans 8:29-30.  

Romans 8

29For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 30And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified.

These verses reveal God’s mercy and grace.   We see that:
First God foreknew us and predestined us.  

Second, God calls us.  This is His work through the Spirit.

Third, God justifies us. He pardons all the sins of those in Christ and treats them as righteous in the eye of His law.

And finally God glorifies us.  “He also glorified” should be read knowing this was already done in the past before we were born, it is not something we have done.  
Important:  
Every step is God’s action there is no mention of our role.  This is important to make clear, we have no part in this.  If we did have a part in this it would be our works and not God’s grace that saves us.  This understanding shapes how you view God’s mercy and the consequences to this fact impacts much of your knowledge of God.  (Such as His grace, His sovereignty our security of salvation and a whole lot more.)  

Let’s look at a couple example consequences that occur when we remove God’s sovereignty and mercy in salvation:  (good verse: Eph. 2: 8-10)
Example #1 Many Christians will argue that God foreknew that we would believe in him first and that is why He predestined us to salvation.  This contradicts scripture.  (See: Eph 2:8; John 6:44, 65; 1 Cor. 4:7; Phil. 1:29) Ephesians 2:8 tells us that we have been saved and our faith is not from ourselves but a Gift from God.  Is this a God who is giving mercy and grace or is one who is responding to our work of faith?  
Ephesians 2
8For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith--and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God-- 9not by works, so that no one can boast. 10For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.

Example #2 Many Christians think we can lose our salvation.  So, in essence, unless every second of the rest of our life we constantly choose to remain a Christian and not fall or walk away we won’t be saved.  This means we need to be smart enough or have a better faith than those who might fall out of salvation.  This contradicts scripture.  Romans 11:29 tells us “God's gifts and his call are irrevocable.”  (See: John 6:39, 10:27-29, Hebrews 10:12, 14, Philippians 1:6) Again, if we can lose our keep our salvation, it is our works that is involved in saving us.
In fact, even if we give the points saying “we did chose God first or that we can keep or lose our salvation”, would we not say that putting our faith and keeping it in God is a good thing according to scripture?  Again Ephesians says even our ‘good works’ are prepared beforehand by God.  Regardless of how you look at it, God is merciful and we have done and will do nothing to earn or deserve it.
------------------------------------------------------------------
Sheep
As we read God’s nature can be seen in His creation.  But we should feel good too that God uses a couple things in nature that reveal us.  God uses a few different items, for example “clay pots”.  Of course this wounds our ego a little because clay pots don’t really do anything but sit there and they really aren’t all that sexy.
Another example and one of the most used is that of shepherd <-> sheep.  God has such a great sense of humor.  I love that scripture uses the analogy that we are sheep many times.  I don’t think these constant analogies are coincidences.  Most ‘modern’ Christians live out a belief that changes Jesus from a shepherd into a person responsible for herding cats because we all are independent and think things should be done our way.  I think it’s important we understand what being a  sheep really is:
1. Sheep are dumb (man is “foolish”)
2. Sheep stink and are dirty (man is “sinful”) 
3. When a sheep wanders off and leads other sheep astray, the shepherd has a rod to protect and correct. (God’s sovereignty and lack of man’s “free will”)
4. Sheep are the only animal w/ no defense mechanism.  (God saves us, he does all saving.)
a. Some breeds faint when afraid 
5. A sheep knows its masters voice; 2 shepherds sheep mixed know their shepherds voice. 

John 10
27My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. 28I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one can snatch them out of my hand 

------------------------------------------------------------------
Repeat 4 points:

#1 God has revealed himself to ALL mankind.

#2 God has given us a law and if we uphold it in perfection we can go to heaven 

#3 God provides us an alternate way to heaven.

#4 Even though we deserve to be separated from God, God chose us even though we don’t deserve it.  This is God’s act of mercy.
Leading up to our text, Paul writes: 
Romans 11
    33Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! 
       How unsearchable his judgments, 
       and his paths beyond tracing out! 
    34"Who has known the mind of the Lord? 
       Or who has been his counselor?"
    35"Who has ever given to God, 
       that God should repay him?" 
    36For from him and through him and to him are all things. 
       To him be the glory forever! Amen.

We need to understand God’s mercy to grasp why it should be with joy we are…
II. “…to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God --this is your spiritual act of worship.”
This call to offer our bodies is in response to God’s grace and mercy.  Understanding God’s mercy will mean we realize it is not ‘in order to’ win God’s favor, but to express our deep gratitude for this grace and submission to His sovereignty.  Our dedication in doing this is urged by Paul ‘because of’ the mercies of God described in the previous chapters.

This is quite a different motivation.
What does a living sacrifice look like? Live so that what you do, the way you behave, is like worship. Make your everyday life your sleeping, eating, going-to-work, and walking-around life an outward expression of your commitment to Jesus.
This sacrifice is to be a “living sacrifice.” This sacrifice required Death. We can only live for God as a living sacrifice because we have first died and been raised to new life in Jesus Christ:

Romans 7
4So, my brothers, you also died to the law through the body of Christ, that you might belong to another, to him who was raised from the dead, in order that we might bear fruit to God.
Are you willing to ‘die to yourself’?  Do we understand this?  I want you to take a moment and think about your dreams, your hobbies, your goals, etc.  Are you really willing to sacrifice these things because of God’s mercy?

There are a couple reasons why this is so difficult for us to do or understand. 

First, many believers don’t understand God’s mercy.  Christians who don’t want to get “all caught up in learning doctrine” can’t understand how to live in response to the knowledge of who God is!  Our Christian “ethic” (the way we live) is based on “doctrine” (what we believe).  And our faulty understanding of God shapes how we live. Unless we understand God’s mercy we won’t understand this.  
Many believers don’t believe that God does all the work in salvation, that He chooses us and gives his mercy to us.  They think that somehow they had faith in God first and that is why God chose us.  They believe that God is love so He would never let people go to hell because He didn’t call them to salvation.  This would mean God doesn’t fit into how they have defined him, an all-loving God.  In their mind they take away God’s mercy, justice, grace, and sovereignty.  With this thinking, it is no wonder why no one would ever feel a need to offer their life as a living sacrifice in view of God’s mercy.  The only thing we end up sacrificing is God’s mercy.  
Second, giving ourselves as a living sacrifice goes against everything our society values.  We can’t fathom dieing to ourselves.  We’ve been lied to by our society so often; we’ve deified the idea of personal choice, freedom and individualism.  Why would I go through the trouble of dying to myself?    “I’ve been working really hard on my self-worth in fact I’ve stored up a lot of it, I can’t walk away from that.  I’m pretty far along on my plan of self-actualization, I’m at least on step 8 of 10, most people are only at 3 or 4.  Or I have a vast library of self-help resources, I don’t want to look anywhere else.  I even tape Oprah!  This world is for me, I’m a consumer and I’d rather not give that up.” 
As a product of our society we think we are expressing our individuality and independence when we differ with God.  Our relationship is not a personal relationship in the sense that it can contradict God’s word.  Scripture tells us clearly that we are either a slave to Christ or a slave to sin.   So by claiming we are “independent”, we are really just holding onto our sinful nature. We ought to sacrifice this and offer ourselves completely to God. We need to become obedient to him to express our deep gratitude for his mercy on us.   
i. God called for a sacrifice that is a holy and pleasing act of worship. 

The last part of verse 1 says our sacrifice is to be, “holy and pleasing to God --this is your spiritual act of worship.”

Worship is a basic human need.  We are created for a need to love, worship and serve God.  But often worship is only seen as a "time of worship" to describe a period of singing within a church service.  While singing is an appropriate way to worship, worship is seen in our life as a God-oriented response of thanksgiving, praise and obedience. 
Furthermore, this worship is not like how Paul saw Pagans worship.  Pagan worship was often mindless often associated with drunkenness and immorality.  Paul rebukes the church in Corinth (see 1 Corinthians 10 and 11) because they brought in this type of worship into the church.
Pagan worship may involve their bodies and include immorality but our worship is to involve the body in exactly the opposite way. Our body is not to be employed for self-gratification but in self-sacrifice. The sacrifice of the Christian is to be “holy” and “acceptable to God.” The worship of the Christian is to be a reasoned response of a grateful soul to the grace of God. 
Your translations may use the words “reasonable or spiritual” act of worship.  Basically Paul is saying that the act of sacrifice is “spiritual” as well as logical or a reasonable conclusion based on God’s mercy.  We ought to and are urged to offer ourselves and it is reasonable to do so.

III. Verse 2 “Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.”
“Do not conform…” people may read this and think, “If I do exactly the opposite of the world, then I won’t conform.”  Let’s be honest, if you really did exactly opposite of the world you would probably end up a wacko living in the mountains sending packages in the mail with bombs in them.  

Unfortunately I’ve seen whole churches are built on the wrong idea of not conforming.  I want to make it clear; this does not mean we are to not participate in this world.  Jesus tells us that we are not to be removed from the world, but that we have been sent by Him into it.  (John 20: 18) It is clear from this and other passages that Christians individually, and church bodies collectively are not called to isolate themselves from their communities but are to be involved in them for the specific purpose the Lord directs.
As a church that is why from the beginning, we studied Missiology to learn about our mission as a Church.  Further, this is why we are talking about ways we can serve the community; the homeless, the orphans the widows as Jesus tells us to.  We must look at ‘not conforming’ in light of ‘being transformed’ what should happen to us if we offer ourselves to God.
Being transformed is not motivated so that we might look better, but it from a righteous desire to worship God.  Now you may be thinking, “I think I understand this right and I want to offer my bodies as a living sacrifice.  I want to transform myself.”   Well we can’t.  
The words in verse two are linked to what Paul said in verse 1.  Presenting our bodies as living sacrifices will result in God transforming our lives.  Transformation is the work of the Holy Spirit.  Paul is urging us “to continue to let yourself be transformed.”  
This continuous transformation is so…

IV. “Then you will be able to test and approve what God's will is--his good, pleasing and perfect will.”

What does Paul mean here by “the will of God”?  Knowing God’s will is a popular topic of discussion.  We hear in Christian circles, the expression normally refers to the “will of God for my life”.  

There is an element of truth in saying that when we surrender our wills to God, God will then make it clear to us what He wants us to do. Giving ourselves to God as living sacrifices may very well be a prerequisite to knowing God’s will for our life. Nevertheless, Paul is talking about the “will of God” which is “good,” “perfect,” and “acceptable.”  
Again we are tempted to look at it as the will of God is “good” for me, it is “perfect” for me, it is “acceptable” to me.  But if we look back at what God’s will is as described in Romans, His will is his and all-inclusive will for His creation.  That which is “perfect” is that which is complete.

So, the “will of God” is not “the will of God for my life” or “what God wants me to do in specific circumstances,” but the all-encompassing will of God for His creation. The will of God here has a much wider scope than just me and my choices.  All things work out according to God’s will.
The term “test and approve” not only means to prove out, to demonstrate, but to approve (see Luke 14:19; Romans 14:22; 1 Corinthians 16:3; Ephesians 5:10; Philippians 1:10; 1 Thessalonians 2:4).  It is important to know that God is not waiting with baited breath at whether after testing we may or may not approve his will.  Test and approve means we will come to see through application in our life that it is as God says good, perfect and acceptable. 
In addition, the emphasis here is not so much on “discovering” or “knowing” God’s will as it is in doing God’s will or demonstrating His will. Paul tells us that we will “prove” what the “will of God” is rather than “learn” what it is. 
We see that Pharaoh achieved God’s purposes for his life, but he neither recognized it nor rejoiced in it (see Romans 9:17-18, 22-24).  When we have given ourselves to God as living offering and have been transformed by the renewing of our minds, we will not only recognize that God’s will is being worked out in our lives, we will rejoice in this reality.

V. Conclusion 

Romans began by showing that mankind became fools and was under ‘the wrath of God because we were godless and wicked and we suppress the truth because of our unrighteousness.’ (Romans 1:18-25)  Although we were under God’s wrath and unable to live up to his perfect law, he provided an alternative through his Son Jesus Christ.  
Tonight’s message is really a message of hope.  For those who are in Christ; while man is both wicked and a fool.  God has given those who believe a way of reversing this process.  This process of renewal is shown in Romans 12:1 and 2.
For those who aren’t saved you can have hope too.  No matter how “bad” or “good” you think you are it doesn’t matter.  God is the one who calls you to Him and through no work of our own provides forgiveness of sins and eternal life in heaven with Him.  This occurs when you accept that Christ died on the cross for your sins.  

How overwhelming is it to know by no amount of our own works, God called us and gave us salvation.  He is our hope.  Because of this hope and God’s mercies as shown in Romans we are to offer ourselves as living sacrifices to God, which is our worship.   
Let’s pray….
Communion…

