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Tonight we are going to be taking an excursus into the Deity of Christ.  As I have spent a considerable amount of time in the last 3 weeks debating this issue with about a dozen or so people in open verbal debate, I have realized the importance of ensuring that each of us in this Church is able to defend this essential doctrine of our salvation, which is the confession that Jesus the Christ is God.

The scripture command us in 2nd Timothy 2:15, to “Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.”

I had planned on teaching on this topic either in Chapter 8 of the Gospel of John, yet I don’t want to wait another 8-12 weeks to speak on this subject.  

My desire is to equip you so that we can fulfill the call that Peter gave to the Church 1 Peter 3:15 But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be ready to give a defense to everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear;

This teaching is one that we need to have branded on our memory so that it is second nature to us when being called to defend its position.

The Deity of Christ and the Trinity is what separates cultic Christianity against true Biblical Christianity.  

As a matter of fact in John 8:24 Jesus says that  "Therefore I said to you that you will die in your sins; for if you do not believe that I am He, you will die in your sins."

So it is you our eternal benefit to know who Jesus is.  Our salvation rests on it!

I have decided to handle this teaching by way of contrast.  This contrast can only give us one of two conclusions; 1. either God was very confused, or 2. Jesus Christ is God.  I’ll let the text speak for itself and you can decide.

I.  Only One God

Before we begin.  We should recognize that the scriptures clearly teach that there is only one true God.  All other Gods are false Gods.  Isaiah 43:10-11 says  "You are My witnesses," says the LORD, "And My servant whom I have chosen, That you may know and believe Me, And understand that I am He. Before Me there was no God formed, Nor shall there be after Me.  11 I, even I, am the LORD, And besides Me there is no savior.

Here is where the proofs begin:

Although the Scriptures, both Old and New Testaments, teach teach that there is only ONE TRUE GOD, yet the scriptures, both the Old and New Testaments, teach that Jesus Christ was God.

Isaiah 9:6 says “For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; And the government will be upon His shoulder. And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”

Also, Matthew 1:28 says “"Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son, and they shall call His name Immanuel," which is translated, "God with us."

John 1:1 “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.”

Who is “the Word”?  Verse 14 “And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.”

John 20:28 “And Thomas answered and said to Him, "My Lord and my God!"

Acts 7:59 “And they stoned Stephen as he was calling on God and saying, "Lord Jesus, receive my spirit."

Hebrews 1:8 “But to the Son He says: "Your throne, O God, is forever and ever; A scepter of righteousness is the scepter of Your Kingdom.”

And last we’ll look at 1st John 5:20 “And we know that the Son of God has come and has given us an understanding, that we may know Him who is true; and we are in Him who is true, in His Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God and eternal life.”

II.  Only Worship God Alone

The Bible says that God only is to be worshipped:

Exodus 20:2-5 “"I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage.  3 "You shall have no other gods before Me.  4 "You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth; 5 you shall not bow down to them nor serve them. For I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to the third and fourth generations of those who hate Me,

But the Bible says that Jesus is worshipped:

Matthew 2:2 saying, "Where is He who has been born King of the Jews? For we have seen His star in the East and have come to worship Him."

Matthew 2:11 “And when they had come into the house, they saw the young Child with Mary His mother, and fell down and worshiped Him. And when they had opened their treasures, they presented gifts to Him: gold, frankincense, and myrrh.”

Matthew 14:33 Then those who were in the boat came and worshiped Him, saying, "Truly You are the Son of God."
Matthew 15:25 Then she came and worshiped Him, saying, "Lord, help me!"

Hebrews 1:6 But when He again brings the firstborn into the world, He says: "Let all the angels of God worship Him."

Luke 24:52 “And they worshiped Him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy,”

III.  Only God Receives Glory

The Bible says that God only is to receive glory:

Isaiah 42:8 “I am the LORD, that is My name; And My glory I will not give to another, Nor My praise to carved images.”

Isaiah 48:11 “For My own sake, for My own sake, I will do it; For how should My name be profaned? And I will not give My glory to another.”

Yet the Bible says that Jesus is given glory:

John 1:14 “And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.”

John 17:5 "And now, O Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I had with You before the world was.”

Hebrews 1:6 “who being the brightness of His glory and the express image of His person, and upholding all things by the word of His power, when He had by Himself purged our sins, sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high,”

IV.  God Alone Created the Universe

The Bible says that God is the creator of the universe:

Genesis 1:1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.

Yet the Bible says that Jesus is the creator:

John 1:1-3 “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God.

3 All things were made through Him, and without Him nothing was made that was made.

Colossians 1:15-16 “He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 16 For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things were created through Him and for Him.”

V.  The Bible is Inspired by God Alone

The Bible says that the Bible is inspired by God:

2nd Timothy 3:16 “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness,”

Yet the Bible says that Jesus' Spirit did the work of inspiration:

1st Peter 1:10-11 Of this salvation the prophets have inquired and searched carefully, who prophesied of the grace that would come to you, 11 searching what, or what manner of time, the Spirit of Christ who was in them was indicating when He testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ and the glories that would follow.

VI.  God Alone is the Savior

The Bible says that God is the only Savior:

Isaiah 43:11 I, even I, am the LORD, And besides Me there is no savior.

Isaiah 45:21-22 Tell and bring forth your case; Yes, let them take counsel together. Who has declared this from ancient time? Who has told it from that time? Have not I, the LORD? And there is no other God besides Me, A just God and a Savior; There is none besides Me.

22 "Look to Me, and be saved, All you ends of the earth! For I am God, and there is no other.

Yet the Bible says that Jesus is the Savior:

Luke 2:11 "For there is born to you this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.”

Titus 1:4 To Titus, a true son in our common faith: Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ our Savior.

2nd Peter 1:3 Simon Peter, a bondservant and apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who have obtained like precious faith with us by the righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ:

VII.  Only God Can Forgive Sins

The Bible says that God only can forgive sins:

Isaiah 1:18 "Come now, and let us reason together," Says the LORD, "Though your sins are like scarlet, They shall be as white as snow; Though they are red like crimson, They shall be as wool.

Isaiah 43:25 "I, even I, am He who blots out your transgressions for My own sake; And I will not remember your sins.

Yet the Bible says that Jesus can forgive sins:

Matthew 9:2-6 Then behold, they brought to Him a paralytic lying on a bed. When Jesus saw their faith, He said to the paralytic, "Son, be of good cheer; your sins are forgiven you." 3 And at once some of the scribes said within themselves, "This Man blasphemes!" 4 But Jesus, knowing their thoughts, said, "Why do you think evil in your hearts? 5 "For which is easier, to say, 'Your sins are forgiven you,' or to say, 'Arise and walk'? 6 "But that you may know that the Son of Man has power on earth to forgive sins" --then He said to the paralytic, "Arise, take up your bed, and go to your house."

Ephesians 1:7 In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace.

VIII.  God Alone is the Redeemer

Job 19:25 For I know that my Redeemer lives, And He shall stand at last on the earth;

Isaiah 49:26 I will feed those who oppress you with their own flesh, And they shall be drunk with their own blood as with sweet wine. All flesh shall know That I, the LORD, am your Savior, And your Redeemer, the Mighty One of Jacob."

Yet the Bible says that Jesus is redeemer:

Romans 3:24 being justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus,

Galatians 3:13 Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the law, having become a curse for us (for it is written, "Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree")

Hebrews 9:12 Not with the blood of goats and calves, but with His own blood He entered the Most Holy Place once for all, having obtained eternal redemption.

IX.  God Alone Has Purchased Us With His Own Blood

Acts 20:28 "Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood.”

Yet the Bible says that Jesus is the One who shed His blood:

Revelation 1:5 and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler over the kings of the earth. To Him who loved us and washed us from our sins in His own blood,

X.  God will be Pierced

Zechariah 12:10 "And I will pour on the house of David and on the inhabitants of Jerusalem the Spirit of grace and supplication; then they will look on Me whom they pierced. Yes, they will mourn for Him as one mourns for his only son, and grieve for Him as one grieves for a firstborn.

Yet the Bible says that Jesus was the One pierced:

John 19:37 And again another Scripture says, "They shall look on Him whom they pierced."

XI.  The Jews Tempted God in the Wilderness

Exodus 17:2 Therefore the people contended with Moses, and said, "Give us water, that we may drink." And Moses said to them, "Why do you contend with me? Why do you tempt the LORD?"

Yet the Bible says that Jesus was the One tempted in the wilderness:

1st Corinthians 10:9 nor let us tempt Christ, as some of them also tempted, and were destroyed by serpents;

XII.  God Alone is the Rock

Deuteronomy 32:3-4 For I proclaim the name of the LORD: Ascribe greatness to our God.  4 He is the Rock, His work is perfect; For all His ways are justice, A God of truth and without injustice; Righteous and upright is He.

2nd Samuel 22:32 "For who is God, except the LORD? And who is a rock, except our God?

Yet the Bible says that Jesus is the Rock:

1st Corinthians 10:4 and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them, and that Rock was Christ.

XIII.  God Raised Jesus from the Dead

The Bible says that God raised Jesus Christ from the dead:

Acts 2:24 whom God raised up, having loosed the pains of death, because it was not possible that He should be held by it.

Romans 6:4 Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.

Yet the Bible says that Jesus raised Himself from the dead:

John 2:19 Jesus answered and said to them, "Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up."

John 10:17-18  "Therefore My Father loves Me, because I lay down My life that I may take it again. 18 "No one takes it from Me, but I lay it down of Myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again. This command I have received from My Father."

XIV.  God is the First and the Last

Isaiah 41:4 Who has performed and done it, Calling the generations from the beginning? 'I, the LORD, am the first; And with the last I am He.'"

Isaiah 44:6 "Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel, And his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts: 'I am the First and I am the Last; Besides Me there is no God.

Yet the Bible says that Jesus is the First and the Last:

Revelation 2:8  "And to the angel of the church in Smyrna write, 'These things says the First and the Last, who was dead, and came to life

Revelation 22:12-13 "And behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to give to every one according to his work. 13 "I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End, the First and the Last."

XV.  Jesus has the Names and Attributes of God
Emmanuel- Isaiah 7:1/Matthew 1:23

I AM- Exodus 3:14/John 8:58

Almighty- Genesis 17:1/Revelation 1:8

Everlasting Father - Isaiah 9:6 

Immutable (will not change) - Malachi 3:6, Hebrews 13:8. 

Omniscient (all knowing) - Isaiah 40:28, Job 37:16, John 1:48, 6:64, 16:30, 21:17, Colossians 2:3. 

Omnipresent (everywhere at all times) - Jeremiah 23:23-24, Matthew 18:20, 28:20. 

Omnipotent (all powerful)- Job 42:2, Matthew 28:18, Hebrews 2:8.
What is there left to say but that Jesus Christ is to be worshipped and obeyed as God.

For the cults than deny this profound doctrine, they will receive what they willfully remain ignorant of; judgment from Christ Himself.

This doctrine is so important that in Romans 10:9 our very salvation depends on this confession: “that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.”

May God grant each of us Biblical wisdom and submission to His Holy, infallible, Word made flesh, Jesus.

Let’s pray…
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