Gideon’s Among Us

Since 1960:

· Violent crimes are up 560%

· Illegitimate births are up 400%

· Teen Suicide are up 200%

· Divorce is up 400%

· Average SAT scores have dropped 80 points 

· Homes without are up 300%

· Only 23% of US households are homes with married parents with children together.

· More than 40% of children will go to bed tonight without their father around.

· The number of those living together has increased 70%
I want to start by asking a simple question tonight.

The question that I wish to ask our church is this; “Are there no Gideon’s among us?”

I pray that we consider this question carefully as we read God’s word.

Gideon is considered one of the great Old Testament heroes of our faith. He is listed in the roll call of faith found in Hebrews Chapter 11. The deliverance that God gave through Gideon is commemorated by Samuel in 1 Samuel 12:11.

The historical life of Gideon is found in Judges chapter 6 through 8, but before we look at the life of Gideon and answer the question we begin with, it would be helpful to understand some of the events that were occurring during this period of history. 

BACKGROUND TO THE PERIOD 

The background to the call and ministry of Gideon is very dark. The era of the Judges, according to some estimates, lasted about 390 years. The events during these years are recorded in the books of Judges, Ruth and, the early chapters of 1 Samuel occurred between the death of Joshua and the establishment of the Monarchy in the days of Samuel who himself 'judged Israel all the days of his life' (1 Samuel 7:15). 

These 390 years, are characterized as being a period of spiritual decay and apostasy in the history of God's chosen people. The author of the Book of Judges (probably Samuel) closes his book with the following comment; 'In those days there was no king in Israel: every man did that which was right in his own eyes' (Judges 21:25). 

The phrase 'every man did that which was right in his own eyes', points to the spiritual state of the people. The Lord had made his will known to the people through Moses. His requirement was, 'You shall not add to the word which I command you, nor take from it, that you may keep the commandments of the LORD your God which I command you.’ (Deuteronomy 4:2). 

They were not to do 'that which was right in their own eyes', but in all things they were to seek the will of the Lord. 

If you are familiar with your Bible, you should be familiar with Joshua, you know he was appointed by God to follow Moses as leader of the people, and he remained faithful to the Lord and had kept his commands carefully. Because the people of God had a leader that feared God, they also feared God and remained faithful to Him.

The written book of the Law was to guide the nation, thus Joshua, as the nation's leader, was commanded 'to do according to all the law, which Moses my servant commanded thee: turn not from it to the right hand or to the left' (Joshua 1:7). 

Joshua was further told, ‘This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to do according to all that is written in it.' (Joshua 1:8). 

The Book of Judges testifies of Joshua's faithfulness to God and the effect it had on the nation as a whole (Judges 2:6-10). 

As read the book of Judges, Joshua's generation was followed by another.  In Judges 2:10, we read; 'and there arose another generation after them, didn’t know the LORD, or the works which he had done for Israel'.  

The phrase they 'knew not the LORD' means that they had no personal or experiential acquaintance with the Lord and his works. Here is a warning for all of us. Yes, it is possible for us to have an intellectual acquaintance with God, yet not to know Him with the heart so that you exercise real faith in Him and His works. 

True faith is more than knowledge; it involves trust. It’s very possible to know about the things of God, and yet not to know them in the sense of being personally acquainted with them. I can learn facts about a person; I may even read their biography, yet I still could not say that I actually knew that person. The most I could say is that I knew about him. So it was with the people of Israel in the days of the Judges. 

We also see from the days of the Judges the difference between head knowledge of the things of God and a personal knowledge of them; head knowledge has little practical impact on the lives of those who posses it if not connected to personal knowledge of God.

So, in the days of the Judges, each did what was right in his own eyes. The people lived as if there were no God. They were practical atheists.  Maybe they were theists in their intellect, but the lived as if there were no God to give an account to, and so 'they did that which was right in their own eyes'. 

It is no wonder then, as we open our Bibles to the book of Judges chapter 6 starting at verse one that: 

I.
The Children Did Evil

Verse 1(a)

1a- Then the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the LORD.

Man does not have the ability to please God apart from an active, living, vibrant faith in Him.

The same chapter of Hebrews that Gideon is mentioned, which is chapter 11, is the same chapter that tells us in verse 6 “But without faith it is impossible to please Him…”

Here is the problem; man, starting with himself as the judge of what is good or bad, right or wrong, has begun in sin and ends in sin.

Man void of God’s ultimate, absolute truth, has no foundation to effectively self-govern.  Has no foundation to build civil laws.  Has no foundation for beauty.  Has no foundation for meaning.  Has no foundation for a peaceful community.

Man, starting with himself as the standard of truth and morality, ends in wickedness and destruction.  He is bankrupt of truth, and is unable to create ultimate truth on his own.  And that which is not true, is a lie.

All truth and goodness are rooted in God and revealed in His Word.  

God is the measure of all things, not man.  

Man is woefully incapable of ever knowing anything that is true, without the creator of truth first revealing it to Him.

You see, man can’t say that he is objective to the things of God, and thus, can distinguish truth and error without God’s standard.  Man has been so influenced through all of human history by the truth of God, that even his ability to argue intelligently, using logic and words is only a gift to him from God.  

Truth is not found in philosophical concepts, it is found in a being.  That being is Jesus Christ.  

The Bible says that Jesus is the very WORD of God.  He is the very thought and mind of God made into a human form.  

So Jesus tells us that He is THE way, THE truth and THE life, and no one comes to the Father, except through Him.

Do you hear that?  He is THE truth.  He is the sum total of all truth.

Jesus tells us that ‘you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.’  Are you free?  Free to do that which is good is the sight of God?  Or are you in error and therefore in bondage to your own sin?

As man constructs philosophies and worldviews that attempt to give meaning and hope to life, ultimately, those philosophical systems end in misery and hopelessness. 

God must be believed as the God of the Bible, before you will ever please Him.

II.
God Punishes

Verses 1(b)-6

1b. So the LORD delivered them into the hand of Midian for seven years, 2 and the hand of Midian prevailed against Israel. Because of the Midianites, the children of Israel made for themselves the dens, the caves, and the strongholds which are in the mountains. 3 So it was, whenever Israel had sown, Midianites would come up; also Amalekites and the people of the East would come up against them. 4 Then they would encamp against them and destroy the produce of the earth as far as Gaza, and leave no sustenance for Israel, neither sheep nor ox nor donkey. 5 For they would come up with their livestock and their tents, coming in as numerous as locusts; both they and their camels were without number; and they would enter the land to destroy it. 6 So Israel was greatly impoverished because of the Midianites, and the children of Israel cried out to the LORD.

Some of us actually believe that God’s judgments and punishment is only reserved for those that are outside of God’s family.  This, unfortunately, is a sad conclusion most people reach, because most people either don’t fear God, or they have not learned about the nature and character of God because they haven’t studied their Bibles.

God does judge those that are called His.  He will not judge them in the same way eternally that He does those that are not His, but He definitely judges them for their actions.

Have you ever had an experience in your life, in which your sin resulted in the judgment of God?  How did you handle your punishment?  Did it make you more aware of God’s holiness and your sinfulness?

We would like to believe that our country is immune from God’s judgments.  We would like to believe that God would not be good if he punished us in certain way.  Why?  Why would we believe that God’s nature has changed from old times to new?  

Does not God have the right to do with His creation as He sees fit?  

Do you think you have a right to judge God regarding His judgments towards us?  If you do, you prove yet again that man wants to begin with himself as the center of all things.  It is nothing more than arrogant pride to believe that a finite sinful man, can judge a perfect, holy, infinite God.

But what is the reason God judges His people?

III.
The Children Cry Out

Verses 7-10
7 And it came to pass, when the children of Israel cried out to the LORD because of the Midianites, 8 that the LORD sent a prophet to the children of Israel, who said to them, "Thus says the LORD God of Israel: 'I brought you up from Egypt and brought you out of the house of bondage; 9 'and I delivered you out of the hand of the Egyptians and out of the hand of all who oppressed you, and drove them out before you and gave you their land. 10 'Also I said to you, "I am the LORD your God; do not fear the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you dwell." But you have not obeyed My voice.'"

We are not told who this prophet is that the LORD sent, but this is a cycle that is repeated again and again in this book;

The people sin, God sends a prophet to warn them, they reject the prophet and continue to sin, God punishes them, they cry out and repent, God restores them and they have peace, then the cycle starts again.

God’s entire purpose in giving them a prophet, was to warn them before He judges them.  Unfortunately, man typically does not learn from simple instruction, he wants more proof.  God gives them more proof by punishing them.  

IV.
God Calls Gideon

Verses 11-17

me. 11 Now the Angel of the LORD came and sat under the terebinth tree which was in Ophrah, which belonged to Joash the Abiezrite, while his son Gideon threshed wheat in the winepress, in order to hide it from the Midianites. 12 And the Angel of the LORD appeared to him, and said to him, "The LORD is with you, you mighty man of valor!" 13 Gideon said to Him, "O my lord, if the LORD is with us, why then has all this happened to us? And where are all His miracles which our fathers told us about, saying, 'Did not the LORD bring us up from Egypt?' But now the LORD has forsaken us and delivered us into the hands of the Midianites." 14 Then the LORD turned to him and said, "Go in this might of yours, and you shall save Israel from the hand of the Midianites. Have I not sent you?" 15 So he said to Him, "O my Lord, how can I save Israel? Indeed my clan is the weakest in Manasseh, and I am the least in my father's house." 16 And the LORD said to him, "Surely I will be with you, and you shall defeat the Midianites as one man." 17 Then he said to Him, "If now I have found favor in Your sight, then show me a sign that it is You who talk with

This is my favorite part to this entire story.  

The people are hungry, the country has been pillaged by the Midianites.

God’s people have been broken through His punishment and cry out to Him.  God not only hears their cry’s, He takes action to send a deliverer.  This gives us a picture of what He was going to do in Jesus, our deliverer.

Gideon was just a young man.  The call God gave him awakened in him a passion and care for the oppression of his people.  

The man God uses, is always one that is sensitive to the needs of the people.  Gideon’s response to the angel demonstrated that.  He asked the angel difficult questions, not realizing that God had a plan to have those very questions answered through his service.

God inspired a confidence that he will defeat the Midianites, because He is with Gideon.  What great confidence we have in Christ that ‘no weapon formed against us shall prosper’, that ‘I am with you always, even to the end of the age.’  

During these periods of times, when a Gideon is needed, only a Gideon will do. Gideon had to stand, lead and battle.  God was looking for a man to do, not talk.  God was looking for a man of action.  A man that would be wholly dependent upon Him for victory.

Man will not hear or heed the call of God without understanding his own dependency upon God.

God doesn’t call men that think they can do it on their own.  Gideon knew he was just a young man, hiding from the enemy so he could grind some food and eat without being killed.  Gideon knew that he was weak and useless, yet God called him a mighty man of valor that would save his people.  Why?

Because if victory was to be given, a man like Gideon would give all the glory to the God that worked in him.

Many of us want to be great men and women of faith.  We want to be known by our great faith, we want to be theological giants, yet we lack one thing that God requires, humility.  God requires that those that are called to do His work, do it in an attitude of humility, realizing that it is only God that deserves praise and glory.  Gideon was that kind of man.

How many of you are willing to be both strong and weak?  How many are you are willing to die to live?  How many of you are willing to become slaves to be free?  Do you see the paradox?

God wants strong men and women, not because they are strong, but because they are weak so that God will make them strong.

Paul writes to the Corinthians in 2 Cor. 12:9 “2Co 12:9 And He said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made perfect in weakness." Therefore most gladly I will rather boast in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me.”

Gideon was afraid, Gideon didn’t fully trust God, Gideon needed multiple signs to believe, yet God called Gideon, in spite of Gideon’s weakness of flesh and faith.

CONCLUSION

Gideon’s example is so different than what we would expect.  He was afraid, weak, and without much faith.  Is that you?

Are there any Gideon’s among us tonight?  

Please don’t fall into the trap of believing that God will only call you to His service when you are fearless, strong and full of faith.  

Being fearless and strong comes from times of fear that you had to depend on God for courage.


Being strong comes from being weak before God and watching God move through you and among you to accomplish His will.

Being full of faith comes from having your faith tested so that it is strengthened over time.

Step out in faith and trust the living God.  Don’t be hindered by your inadequacies, you are in good company.

Remember;

I. The children did evil

II. God punishes

III. The children cry out

IV. God calls Gideon

Of all people to be used to save Israel…Gideon?

Let’s pray…

Communion

