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INTRODUCTION

Tonight we will be continuing our study through the Gospel of John.

There are several stories in this Gospel that have lasting effects on our memory.  This is one of those stories as we examine the woman caught in adultery, or as the title of this evenings sermon explains, the woman who is caught literally between ‘The Rock and a hard place.’

Before we dive into this great story and consider its warning, wisdom and comfort, it is important that I preach in honesty with the text and explain some long standing challenges this passage of scripture has fueled through Church History.

Starting from verse 53 of chapter 7 and continuing through verse 11 of chapter 8, you may notice in your Bible that this section of scripture either includes an asterisk, or is perhaps bracketed, and even in some rare occasions it has been completely omitted.

There are several reasons that this passage is treated with such caution, though as I have studied through this issue over the last week, none of these concerns were serious enough to bypass this passage.

If you have attended our fellowship for any length of time, there is a good probability that you are well aware of our belief that the original scripture is infallible, and that God has seen fit to ensure that His word will endure forever.  

However, we also realize that as we have been given God’s infallible Word, man through history, being finite and fallible, is susceptible to error.  We also are aware of the various issues that arise from translating God’s Word from the original language (Hebrew, Greek, and Aramaic) into other languages, namely English.

God has chosen to communicate to His creation through His written word.  Though God does not need to do this, and though God is not obligated to speak to us, nonetheless He has chosen to be both infinite and personal. 

God chose certain individuals that loved Him and followed Him and whose hearts desired after Him, to be the vehicles that He would use to bring His thoughts to His creation.

With that said, this particular passage that has textual analysts in such a heated debate should raise our curiosity.  

The facts are essentially this:

Negative

1. The story contains several words which do not occur in any of John’s writings, though this is not entirely decisive.

2. The oldest and best manuscripts don’t have this story.

3. Some of the old Latin manuscripts delete this passage.

Positive

1. The story fits well into the present context.  It can be viewed as serving to prepare for verse 12, since it deals with the woman’s darkness; Christ says in verse 12 that “I am the light of the world.”

2. The Christ in this passage is “in character” as He is described elsewhere.

3. Papias, who was a disciple of John, seems to have known this story and to have expounded on it.  Eusebius, an early church commentator expounds on Papias story.

4. Augustine has stated that certain individuals had removed from their translations this section regarding the adulteress because they feared that women would appeal to this story to excuse them from their infidelity.  So the fact that it was taken out, and not found again until later manuscripts explains the gap.

5. This story is in agreement with the whole of Scripture and does not contradict any portion of Holy Writ.

My take on this passage is simple, there is not enough evidence to prove that it deserves to be taken out of the Bible or skipped over in our studies. 

There seems to be enough evidence to indicate this event did occur and that it has been kept for our benefit.  After tonight, some of you may be wishing this text had been kept out, and some may be grateful that this beautiful story is vividly intact.

Let’s turn our Bibles to the Gospel of John chapter 7 verse 53 and begin our study.

Verses 7:53-8:2

7:53 and everyone went to his own house. 8:1 But Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. 2 Now early in the morning He came again into the temple, and all the people came to Him; and He sat down and taught them. 

Here we see that the men that were sent to take Jesus obviously come back empty-handed.  Jesus travels to the Mount of Olives for rest and then early in the morning, He came to the temple and a crowd gathered around Him so He sat down in their midst and began to teach them.

As He is in the middle of teaching in the temple, He is interrupted;

Verses 3-11

3 Then the scribes and Pharisees brought to Him a woman caught in adultery. And when they had set her in the midst, 4 they said to Him, "Teacher, this woman was caught in adultery, in the very act. 5 "Now Moses, in the law, commanded us that such should be stoned. But what do You say?" 6 This they said, testing Him, that they might have something of which to accuse Him. But Jesus stooped down and wrote on the ground with His finger, as though He did not hear. 7 So when they continued asking Him, He raised Himself up and said to them, "He who is without sin among you, let him throw a stone at her first." 8 And again He stooped down and wrote on the ground. 9 Then those who heard it, being convicted by their conscience, went out one by one, beginning with the oldest even to the last. And Jesus was left alone, and the woman standing in the midst. 10 When Jesus had raised Himself up and saw no one but the woman, He said to her, "Woman, where are those accusers of yours? Has no one condemned you?" 11 She said, "No one, Lord." And Jesus said to her, "Neither do I condemn you; go and sin no more."

As we look at this text, I don’t want us to forget how grievous the sin of adultery is.

So grievous that God places this as the seventh of the Ten Commandments.  In Exodus 20:14, God says clearly and directly, “Thou shall not commit adultery.”

The key to understanding this verse is understanding the Biblical definition of adultery. 

American culture has defined adultery as sexual intercourse between two people, when at least one of the members of the couple is currently married to someone else. The Bible defines adultery differently. 

The Bible defines adultery as the violation of the marriage bed. There are two essential components to this definition: what it means to have a marriage bed, and what it means to violate it. The marriage bed is the same as the marriage union. The marriage bed is to be held in honor and it is to be undefiled. Those who defile the marriage bed will be judged by God. Fornication and adultery are both acts that defile the marriage bed.
So serious was this offense if committed, that those that committed adultery were to be put to death.  

God had commanded that a woman who was caught in adultery during her time of Betrothal, which was a one-year agreement between the groom and bride to prepare for the wedding, the woman was to be brought to her fathers house and stoned to death in front him.

If the man were to commit adultery, they would take him and place him in a pile of dung, knee-high, and they would take a cloth and place it around his neck, the accusers would each grab and end of the cloth and pull until his neck broke or he was choked to death, then they would let the cloth go and he would fall into the dung heap.

How different is our society today, which almost celebrates promiscuity and adultery as a right and an expression of our freedom.

What does Jesus think of adultery?

Jesus does not mention a marital status.  In Matthew 5:27-28 He says; 27 "You have heard that it was said to those of old, 'You shall not commit adultery.' 28 "But I say to you that whoever looks at a woman to lust for her has already committed adultery with her in his heart.

Jesus goes so far as to say that lust is as the act of adultery, because the person lusting does so in defilement of the marriage bed.

The act of sexual activity constitutes a marriage of the flesh, when an individual has sexual relations with an individual, regardless of their marital status society has given, God deems that an adulteress relationship because it defiles the marriage bed.

You are to keep your marriage bed/union undefiled, when any act of sexual activity is present outside of the marriage covenant and union, it defiles that bed and thus places the individual in judgment with God.

As we look at the text, we should notice several things that are out of place.

I.  THE SIN OF THE WOMAN IS EXPOSED

4 they said to Him, "Teacher, this woman was caught in adultery, in the very act. 5 "Now Moses, in the law, commanded us that such should be stoned. But what do You say?"

This passage should tell us something of the individuals that are bringing the woman to Jesus.

1. Since the woman was caught in adultery, they should have brought her to the Sanhedrin, not an itinerate teacher.

2. Where is the man?

3. How did they catch her in the act of adultery?  Were they peeking through a window, or was this a set up?

4. If the Law of Moses commanded that she is to be stoned, why are they asking Jesus and not keeping with the law?

What we should acknowledge is that this woman has been caught.  There is no dispute in the text about her sin.

Her sin has been forcefully exposed, not by her own will.  She has been found out.  Her sin has finally caught up to her and now she finds herself facing certain death.  

She is thrown at the feet of the Rock (Jesus), and her accusers are seeking her death by stoning her.

Imagine her thoughts as she lay at the feet of Christ.  Imagine her embarrassment and shame as she finds herself, probably half dressed, in the temple in the center of a large crowd.

She has broken God’s law, and now she is doomed.

There should be no expectation of mercy from her.  She should expect nothing more than to face judgment for her sin.

What about you?  Do you find yourself between the rock of Christ and a hard place?  Do you find yourself caught by God in the very act of your sin?  Or do you think your sin is less severe than what this woman has done?

James 2:10 says: For whoever shall keep the whole law, and yet stumble in one point, he is guilty of all.

If you have sinned, whether it be dishonoring your mother or father, not keeping the Sabbath holy, stealing something (regardless of value), lying, lusting, coveting what your neighbor has, you have been caught.  The only thing you deserve is to be judged by the law as a law-breaker.

Yet in next verse we see that even the Scribes and Pharisees are not innocent.

II.  THE SIN OF THE ACCUSSERS IS EXPOSED

6a This they said, testing Him, that they might have something of which to accuse Him.

They wanted Jesus dead and so deep was their hatred of Him, they went as far as trying to execute this woman to trap Jesus in what appears to be a sure victory in their quest.

They knew that if Jesus said that this woman was not to be stoned He would have broken the commands of Moses.

They also knew if He agreed to her stoning, He would have been guilty of breaking Roman law that only allowed the Roman Prefect to execute judgments of death.
So it appears to them that they finally placed Him in a position He could not escape, even at the expense of this woman’s life.

How does Jesus answer them?

6a. but Jesus stooped down and wrote on the ground with His finger, as though He did not hear. 7 So when they continued asking Him, He raised Himself up and said to them, "He who is without sin among you, let him throw a stone at her first." 8 And again He stooped down and wrote on the ground.

Jesus begins by doing what most of us should do with legalists and appears to be ignoring them.

He stoops down to write on the ground with His finger.  This is the only time in Scripture that we see Jesus writing anything.

Some have suggested that he is simply doodling on the ground as if to show His disdain and lack of respect for their hypocrisy.

Others have said that he wrote out each of their sins, one by one.

God has chosen that we would not know exactly what was written by Jesus Christ, but I suspect that He may have simply written the 10 commandments in the sand.

He then stands and says something that would indicate this guess.  “He that is without sin among you, let him cast the first stone.”

Jesus is not saying that you must be sinless to make righteous judgments.  What He is saying is that you must not be a hypocrite in your judgments.  

The blood-thirsty religious hypocrites had no right to seek to kill her when they themselves were guilty of sin as grievous as hers.

How did they all know she was in the act of adultery?  If they were all peering through a window or a doorway, is it fair to say that perhaps they had committed adultery in their own heart?

Here are several heterosexual men watching a naked woman have sex.  If they said they did not lust, they were either blind, didn’t like women, or they were liars.

The only wisdom found in these men during this entire exchange is found in the next verse.

9 Then those who heard it, being convicted by their conscience, went out one by one, beginning with the oldest even to the last. And Jesus was left alone, and the woman standing in the midst.

I believe the reason these men left from the oldest to the last, were because the older men would have had a bit more wisdom and knew they had lost.  

As the woman was caught in her act of adultery, so the Hypocrites were caught in their act of hypocrisy.

Jesus is left with only the woman and the crowd of those he was teaching.

III.  JESUS STANDS READY TO FORGIVE SINS

10 When Jesus had raised Himself up and saw no one but the woman, He said to her, "Woman, where are those accusers of yours? Has no one condemned you?" 11 She said, "No one, Lord." And Jesus said to her, "Neither do I condemn you; go and leave your life of sin."

Here we see the beauty of God’s grace bound in Jesus.

Jesus raises Himself to look at this woman face to face, and He begins by speaking to her with dignity.  He starts by saying to her “woman.”

This is the same word used when Jesus addressed His mother in chapter 2 of this Gospel.

He begins with just the opposite of what she would expect.  He begins by restoring dignity to her in the midst of those watching.  

This woman has probably not had a man look at her in the eye and address her with respect in many seasons.  She is sexually loose and has allowed herself to be used by men seeking their own pleasure.

Instead of looking at her half-naked and giving her a look from head to toe, Jesus simply says “Woman, where are those accusers of yours?  Has no one condemned you?”

How beautiful these words must have been to her.  How she must have looked into the eyes of the Messiah and marveled at His poise and compassion.  She responds with respect by saying “No one, Lord”.

Christ looks at her as woman created by God in His image, not as a whore that deserves to be stoned. 

Jesus responds to her with words that must have broken through the years of being used and abused, “Neither do I condemn you.”  

Here she stands, guilty, deserving nothing but what she knew was coming one day.  Instead, Jesus Christ, our great God and savior acquits her of her crime.  He sets her free in many ways. 

He sets her free from the trap of the Pharisees.  He sets her free from the guilt and shame from the years of the wear of her own sin.  He sets her free from sin itself to live a life that can glorify God that way she was created to.

How can Jesus do this?  How is it possible that He could set her free?  Is He not falling into the trap of those that sought His death by breaking the Law of Moses?

On the contrary, He looks into her eyes and sees His own cross.  He would go to that very cross she deserved.  He would keep the law of God by becoming a sacrifice in her place.  He would keep the law perfectly to satisfy God’s anger and justice towards the very sins she committed.  

He sees her adultery, he sees how she has broken marriages, how she has wrecked homes, how she has allowed her body to be used, and He plants the cross right down in the middle of all of it!

Jesus then tells her to “go and leave your life of sin.”  This is as much a command as it is a call to freedom.  He essentially tells her she is free not to sin for the first time in her life.  No longer will the devil hold her as a captive to do his will, but she can now do the will of the Father.

Friends, God has seen your sin.  He has smelled the stench of your wicked heart.  Every thought and deed His omniscient eye has taken notice.  And so you stand, caught in your own sin, standing before Christ naked expecting nothing but His judgment.

And He offers freely to you that which He freely gave this woman, His life for yours.

He is willing to free you.  He is willing to forgive you.  He is willing to fulfill the law of God by taking on your sins to Himself, if you will turn from your sins in confession to God, and ask that He grant you eternal life by faith in the finished work of Christ. 

His one act of dying on the cross satisfied the judgment and the anger and the wrath and the justice of Almighty God.  

He is the only one that can offer you eternal life.  Are you ready to be forgiven as this woman?  Are you prepared to accept Jesus as your savior and your Lord?

May God grant you repentance and faith.

What I would like to do for the next few minutes is to simply pray that God would examine our hearts and reveal to us those areas of adultery in our own life, whether it by actually adultery or spiritually adultery because we have taken idols other than Christ and worshipped them instead of Him.

After we pray, I will serve you communion.

