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Introduction

Tonight we are going to spend time discussing different trends and shifts that have occurred outside and within the church over the last 3 centuries.  

We are going to be spending less time in the word of God as we are accustomed to doing.  The reason for this is due to the history of the condition that we are in as it relates to men being fathers.

Tonight we are going to be making a “Plea For Godly Fathers” as is the title of our message.

I would like to mention that being a godly father does not begin after you are married and after you have children.  Being a godly father begins with you men today!

Your maturity or lack of, your purity or lack of, your ability to financially provide or lack of, all begins with you today!  Since we do not have many fathers in this young, small, congregation I believe that our plea for Godly fathers is extremely timely.  Now is the time to listen to history, now is the time to consider your role, so that you don’t repeat the mistakes of our fathers in the last several decades, as so that we take our role biblically.  Not politically, or culturally, but biblically.

Text

Please turn with me to Psalm 127
Psalm 127-1 A Song of Ascents. Of Solomon.>> Unless the LORD builds the house, They labor in vain who build it; Unless the LORD guards the city, The watchman stays awake in vain. 2 It is vain for you to rise up early, To sit up late, To eat the bread of sorrows; For so He gives His beloved sleep. 3 Behold, children are a heritage from the LORD, The fruit of the womb is a reward. 4 Like arrows in the hand of a warrior, So are the children of one's youth. 5 Happy is the man who has his quiver full of them; They shall not be ashamed, But shall speak with their enemies in the gate.

Before we begin to comment on this Psalm, I want to inform you about some statistics and give you some history as to how we arrived at the place we are today.

The Absent Father 

Over 40% of children will go to bed tonight with no father around. Almost half of the children in our country will go to bed with no dad around to love them or to protect them.

The consequence is tremendous. 

Kids without dads are 5 times more likely to live in poverty.

Kids are 10 times more likely to live in dire poverty.

Children are 2 times as likely to be criminals and go to jail.

This results in higher rates of depression and suicide, sex outside of marriage, teen pregnancy, crime, suicide, divorce, all of those are greatly increased because there is no dad around.

If a dad simply is breathing, he will drop the probability of his kid becoming a criminal in half. This doesn’t even need to be a dad that does anything, just sit on the couch and each coco puffs and watch t.v. all day, and his kid has a better chance of staying out of jail.

If there is no strong male figure around for a boy, a boy will pick his friends to define what it means for him to be a man. What do boys think it takes to be a man? Hair? Ability to have sex? Old enough to buy beer? That’s about it!

These kids become deviants and repeat the cycle if they have their own children.

The great social experiment that has been going on since the late 60’s, has failed. Children are not better off, if their family divorces. They are not better off, if their dad is gone. It doesn’t work.

Fathers have tremendous power over the lives of their children. 
I'm not talking here about the physical power, which they exert in the home, but about the emotional and psychological power that comes from the position of father. 

Like it or not, we are shaped by our fathers more than we think. 
Your father probably made an impact on your life.  There is something within us that makes us want to please our father. 

And we need to feel his approval on our lives. Fathers provide certain needed characteristics in the home without which children do not receive the balance and emotional strength for future years. 

The impact of a Godly Father

Fathers are the visible link children have to their Father in heaven. In many ways, the viewpoint our children develop about God will come from us. The potential impact of a godly father is almost immeasurable. 

Consider the impact of one godly father, Jonathan Edwards, This famous early American pastor, writer, and one-time president of Princeton University had 11 children. Of his known male descendants: 

More than 300 became pastors, missionaries or theological professors 

120 were professors at various universities; 

110 became attorneys; 

60 were prominent authors; 

30 were judges; 

14 became presidents of universities or colleges; 

Three served in the U.S. Congress; and one became vice president of the United States. 

In spite of Jonathan Edwards' busy schedule of writing, teaching and pastoring (he was known to have studies 13 hours a day), he made it a habit of coming home and spending time each day with his children so that they knew they were loved. 

"A good character is the best tombstone. Those who loved you, and were helped by you, will remember you. So carve your name on hearts and not on marble" 


Feminization of men

There are some today who would like to make the Bible gender neutral. They would like to remove all the references to God as Father. 
God, in their edited version, would become our divine parent 
instead of our heavenly Father.

It is not an accident that God has been revealed to us as Father. 
God wants to be known as Father.

There is no doubt in my mind that He does. To think that God would deny the truth of who He is to accommodate the thinking of a culture is to accuse God of duplicity. 

To assign the reason God is known as Father to the mistaken assumptions of the biblical writers is to deny the total inspiration of the Scriptures. 

God intentionally revealed Himself as Father because He is Father. 
Father reveals something of His nature and character, something He wants us to understand.

We live in an age where fatherhood has been depreciated. There is no doubt that the biblical understanding of the family is under constant attack.  

The radical feminists would have us believe that the real problem with society is men. To them the idea of a biblical family headed by a father is a setback for women and for society. 

Robert Griswold , associate professor of history and women's studies 
at the University of Oklahoma, says in his book, Fatherhood in America: A History, "There is a debate in society today over father's roles. Fatherhood has lost its cultural coherence. It's no longer clear what we want, or what we expect from fathers."

Into this culture, God as Father still speaks through His word. He declares the vital importance of being a father and honoring fatherhood.
How Did We Get Here?

The demise of the role of father can be traced back to several mega-shifts that took place in Western society during the 18th and 19th centuries.  

A “mega-shift” is a radical change that alters a culture or society to such a degree that it becomes something new and different.

The Industrial Revolution

Sociologically speaking, the industrial revolution of the 18th and 19th centuries was a shift which uprooted millions of people from their ancestral homes and rural churches and plunged them into inner-city slums that were ruled by crime, poverty, filth, ignorance and alcohol abuse and immorality.

People often worked 12-16 hour days, seven days a week.  Even the children were treated as slaves to their industrial master.

The churches were few and attendance was scarce.  An entire generation grew up that had never been in a church or sat under Gospel preaching.  People sinned boldly and cursed God while they did so.

Darwinianism

Philosophically speaking, Darwin’s theory of evolution gave people the excuse to live however they pleased.  It led to the rise of secular humanism which openly denied there was any God to even be referred to as “Father.”  

The Church’s Condition

Ecclesiastically speaking, the Christian Church became more interested in buildings, numbers, and money that solid doctrinal preaching.  As a direct result, they failed to preach and teach the whole counsel of God.  Discussions and teaching of theology and doctrine were replaced with the pursuit of entertainment and carnal business models.  

The Root Cause

While all these things contributed to the loss of the role of God as Father, and subsequently the loss of the role and clear definition of the father in the home, the main reason was the Liberalism in the 19th century.  To put it bluntly, liberal theology proclaimed that God was not a “Father” and therefore, we shouldn’t emphasize the role of “father” as being as important as we once had.

A typical liberal clergyman from that period would preach, “Is there a hell? No!  God is too loving and mothering, too good for any divine judgment to take place.  As a matter of fact, God is the Father or Mother of all mankind; all men are the children of God.”

The God of Liberalism was often picture as being so loving that He or She would never hurt a fly.  Because He or She, was simply too caring to do so.

All the so-called “hard” attributes of God, such as His power, justice, holiness, righteousness, judgment, and any other attributes which were masculine or “threatening” were tossed from God’s nature.  Only the “soft” attributes such as love and mercy were preached.

The Feminization of God

The next step was only logical.  God was now recast into the mold of being a divine “Mother” instead of a divine “Father.”  It is no surprise to find that the process of the feminization of God began in the 19th century when God was reduced to a sentimental blob of ethereal “love.”  

It was not long before liberals, cultists, occultists were praying to the “Mother God” instead of God the Father.  For example, Mary Baker Eddy, the founder of Christian Science, preached that we should address the divine Mind as a “Mother-God.”  She was later followed by such radical feminists as Mary Daly who openly called for the castration of the Father and the Son!

From New Thought to New Age

The feminization of God from a “father” into a “mother” became part of the 19th century movement called the “New Though.”  But, as we all know, old heresies never die; they just change names.  Thus the “New Thought” movement of the 19th century became the “New Age” movement of the 20th century.

The teachings of both movements were embraced by the liberal theologians who controlled the seminaries and colleges in mainline Protestant denominations.

Today the theology of the Christian Science Church, New Thought, and the New Age Movement have taken over most mainline liberal Protestant schools and churches.

Modern liberal theologians assume that “god” is whatever you want “he,” “she” or “it” to be.  In other words, whatever “god” makes you “feel good” about yourself is acceptable.  The only god that is “bad” is the God of the Bible.  Any other god will do but the One revealed in Scripture.

Mother or Father

Feminist theologians claim that referring to God as “Father” hurts the self-image of women.  If this were true, then referring to God as “Mother” would likewise hurt the self-image of men.  Men and women will have to worship different deities!

God cannot be reduced to what makes us feel warm and fuzzy!  The attempt to create a goddess or god in our own image is futile as well as blasphemous.  

The Feminization of Jesus

During the 19th century, Jesus was feminized.  Several famous paintings of Christ became popular which depicted Him as weak, effeminate, white European male with a pale complexion and long hair set in a womanly manner.  

None of these portraits of Christ looked like someone who could have survived in the wilderness for forty days without food!

Jesus was no longer viewed as someone who was so strong and virile that He commanded the allegiance of other men.  He did not look like someone who had been a carpenter for many years or who was strong enough to knock over tables of the money-changers and drive them out of the temple.  

The Feminization of Hymns

The historic hymns of the Christian Church were strong in doctrine and majestic in style.  They emphasized God’s sovereignty, power and judgment as well as His love and mercy.  But, after the rise of liberalism, a whole new generation of Hymns were written which were often marked by romantic terminology, erotic expressions, and gushy sentimentality.  Many of these hymns were written by well meaning single Christian women, which was conveyed in their depiction of Christ.

The hymns of the historical church were marked by strong doctrinal content and majestic style, the hymns of today have become generally shallow in content, sticky sweet in terminology, and sloppy in style.  

So it is no surprise to find that men that were strong and were not perceived as effeminate were not interested and are not interested in our current culture.  Men feel uncomfortable thinking of a romantic love to an effeminate “sweet” Jesus.

So the mega-shift, produces churches of softened men, that are even few in numbers.  Most churches have 2 to 3 times the ministry of woman then men.  Most churches are split 65/35, women/men, in numbers of regular attendees.

Most churches programs are focused on children and women, with no focus on men, because there is no biblical focus on men being men, or fathers being fathers.

Masculine Pastors

Before all of this occurred, pastors were viewed as being strong men who preached strong sermons and who had strong ministries.  They were soldiers, judges, mayors, hunters, and pioneers as well as preachers.  They were not afraid to stand up for the truth.

Throughout church history, many pastors died in battle defending their home, their church, and their nation. 

The Swiss reformer Swingli died in battle after leading his people in the defense of their lives and liberties from an invading army.

The great Oliver Cromwell and his army of godly Puritans included men such as John Owen.

The Puritans and the Pilgrims always had “fighting pastors” who did not hesitate to take up arms when needed.  In the American Revolution, the clergy were at the forefront of the battle.  Several of the outstanding generals in Washington’s army were clergymen.

In a famous Lutheran Church near Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, after the pastor preached his Sunday morning sermon, he opened his gown to reveal that he had on a soldier’s uniform.  He was answering Washington’s call to become one of his generals.  When he called for volunteers to follow him into battle, most of the men in his congregation rose up and went into battle with their pastor.

In short, a pastor’s masculinity was never put to question.  He was not passive or a wimp in the face of evil.  He was a “real” man in the popular meaning of the word.

Feminized Pastors

With the rise of liberalism, the role of “pastor” was feminized.  Clergymen were discouraged from all “manly” activities, and it became “unseemly” for a clergyman to hunt or fish, fight in war, hold a political office, or even physically defend himself and teach his boys to do the same.

His place was now restricted to the parlor where he read poetry to the Ladies’ Afternoon Literary Society.  He was no longer feared or respected.  He was now “sweet” just like his “sweet” buddy Jesus.

As a result, a new picture of “pastors” in the 19th century literature was written about.  Pastors were held up to ridicule and described in various novels and short stories as weak and effeminate.  They wore fancy clothes and spent their time going to teas for bored women.  They were scorned as sissies and pansies.

During the Civil War, for the first time in American history, clergymen were forbidden by law from fighting on the front lines with their men.  Even today, our chaplains are not allowed to fight.  They are denied the right to fight for their God and for their country.

If today, pastors get involved in politics, liberals will accuse them of “mixing politics and religion.”  They are told that it is not “right” for them to get involved in such issues.  

Sissy Sermons

As the role of Pastors grew more effeminate in character, their preaching styles and the men that they attracted began to change.  The bold, strong, virile doctrinal preaching of the Puritans-who wer not afraid to warn people of their role of men as fathers- was now looked upon as unkind, unloving, and worst of all, insensitive to people’s feelings.

People wanted soothing sermons and “quiet talks” about love.  Doctrinal preaching was no longer acceptable.  Strong theology and bold preaching became out of fashion for pastors.

Any Pastor who as bold and assertive when dealing with sin and heresy was condemned as “unloving.”

People also no longer wanted sermons that made them think!  Instead, they wanted sermons that men them feel warm and happy.  To raise your voice or to pound on the pulpit was no longer acceptable.  The use of logic and argumentation in sermons was and is frowned upon.  

Today, if a pastor is strong and outspoken in his preaching and pasturing, he will be accused of pride and beaten down with accusations that he isn’t loving or kind or sensitive to people feelings. 

The glory of God and biblical truth have been so hidden by church growth techniques that focus only on the felt needs of the people in the community.

Today, giving people what they want is more important than obeying God and preaching His truth.

Is it any wonder then, that our men no longer can think, no longer know the bible, no longer pastor their wives and children, no longer are able to defend their home, no longer can be a godly example to their children so as to teach their boys how to be men and the girls to marry a man that has these same qualities?

Godly young men are hard to come by because godly pastors, godly fathers and godly families are almost non-existent.  The mantle of responsibility is upon the fathers of past generations and is now upon the fathers of this generation.

Back to our text

Psalm 127:3- 3 Behold, children are a heritage from the LORD, The fruit of the womb is a reward.

God has given us our children as a heritage from Him.  He tells us that it is a reward.  The idea is that our children are given to us to represent Him. 

This is done by first following our LORD, then teaching our children to follow Him.

Often in the Old Testament, we are told that that children worshipped or didn’t worship the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  This was to demonstrate the relationship of godly heritage.

So are we to do the same.  One day, God willing, my son Michael will have a son, and my prayer is that he will worship the God of Lonnie (my father), David, and Michael.  It is a heritage of belief.  That as a child comes into a family that is devoted to loving, serving and teaching about their God, so the child is trained in the admonition of the Lord.

It is more difficult for a child to be unruly when the father, grandfather and great-grandfather are all godly men that will disciple and teach the child the same biblical principles.  

Verse 4- 4 Like arrows in the hand of a warrior, So are the children of one's youth.

What a beautiful picture.  Our children are to be a pointed weapon of God.  They are to be place in the fathers hand, which is the bow, and laid upon the string, which is the word of God, and launched into this world so as to hit a mark.

Men must be skilled marksmen to aim appropriately.  They must have their eye on the correct target, that target is God’s kingdom.  As these children are let loose from the hand of their father, they must have been given the right amount of strength so they hit the mark for which they were intended.  

The father is responsible for ensuring that his child is given flight.  That his child is aware of the target.  That his child has been correctly shaped so that it doesn’t stray from its course.  That its point, which is the mind of the child, is sharpened to stick to the target.

Verse 5- 5 Happy is the man who has his quiver full of them; They shall not be ashamed, But shall speak with their enemies in the gate.

A man who has a house full of children that are Godly, will undoubtedly bring happiness and joy to the father.  There is nothing more beautiful than a home full of God fearing children that have been loved and trained by a God fearing father and mother.

A man with such a blessing will never be ashamed.  He will be proud of his children.  His children will be a blessing to him, they will honor him, they will love him, they will do well for his name.

These children will take the charges against their father and defend his honor.  They will win those that were once enemies of their father to being a friend of their father.  They are concerned that the honor they give to their father will be repaid by their children’s honor for them.

What a beautiful picture of the blessings of fatherhood.  What a beautiful picture of the relationship God has with his children.

God has launched us into this world to hit His target.  His strength is certainly able to ensure that his instrument hits its target.

The challenge though, is you must be part of the quiver He holds to His side.  A quiver carries the arrows of the warrior.  He ensures that they are not broken, or warped, or dull.  

To do so, we must come to the Fathers son for such a blessing and relationship with the Father.

Gospel.

Let’s pray…

Communion.

