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INTRODUCTION

Tonight we will continue our study in John’s Gospel, chapter 11.

Before we begin to read our text I want us to notice some critical points that will help us better understand the significance of this chapter.

We are going to see a transition in this gospel through chapter 11 and 12.

In earlier chapters we have seen increasing hatred from Jesus enemies.  This hatred will reach boiling point that ultimately leads to the active pursuing of Christ for His death.  This transition moves us toward the view of the road to Calvary.

Yet before God sends His allows His Son to be put to death, He gives us a beautiful witness to His glory.

Christ has been rejected 3 times in the previous chapters: 

1. In chapter 5 verse 16, the Jews sought to kill Him because He healed the lame man on the Sabbath.  This was because of His works.

2. In chapter 8 verse 59, the Jews pick up stones to throw at Him because He claimed in verse 58 “before Abraham was I AM,” which is a direct reference to Exodus 3:14 where God tells Moses that He is the I AM.  This was because of His words.

3. In the last chapter, 10 verse 31, the Jews took us stones again to stone Him, because in verse 30 he claimed “I and My Father are One.”  This was because of His person.

The light has shined in darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it.  The guilt of man, and their deadness in trespasses and sin is made obvious by the absence of the slightest response to the eternal Word which now dwells among them.

They have seen and hated both the Son and the Father.  Christ’s end of His public ministry has now been reached.  But before He goes to the cross, God gives a final testimony to the glory of His beautiful and loved Son.

How sad this is that God had shown Israel so plainly WHO it was they rejected and are now about to crucify.

The darker the night, the more seen the light that shines in it.  The more depravity and hatred Israel demonstrates, the brighter the testimony God gives us for His Son.

The end of Jesus life is near.  The tree, which will be eventually shaped into a cross, has been cut down.  Little does the craftsman that treat the wood know that they prepare the cross to hold the Son of the living God.   

With this sight, next to His resurrection, Jesus will perform His greatest sign.

Previously Christ raised Jairus’ daughter in the book of Mark, but she had just died.  Luke tells us of the story of the son of the widow of Nain, but he had just been buried.  But here, not only was he dead and laid in the tomb, but He was already decomposing.  As the King James says “he stinketh.”

He has already performed six signs that John records for us in this Gospel.  We have seen Him turn water into wine, heal the nobleman’s son, restore the paralyzed man, multiply the loaves and fishes, walk on the sea, give sight to the man born blind; but here He raises the dead, He brings back to life one who had been in the grave four days. 

Each of these signs tell us about mans natural disposition out of Christ.

John 2:3 “They have no wine” tells us about man being void of Divine Joy.  

John 4:46 “the nobleman’s son was sick” tells us the condition of the sinner soul.

John 5:7 “the paralyzed man” tells us the sinner is helpless and unable to make himself well.

John 6:5 “the multitude without food of their own” tells us the man without Christ does not have in His own possession that which gives him strength.

John 6:18 “the stormy sea” tells us the dangerous position of the sinner before Christ comes to him. 

John 9:1 “the man born blind” tells us the inability of man to see their own condition and see Jesus without Jesus first opening their eyes.

But now in John 11, we are given the most frightening description of man through Jesus signs.  We are shown that natural man is spiritually dead.  As Ephesians 2 tells us “dead in trespasses and sins.”

We can’t go any lower, we can’t be more helpless.  We are totally unable to breath life into ourselves and to help ourselves get better.  

A man out of Christ is not simply sick, he is dead and decaying.  This is the miracle which is now before us in this chapter.

And how fitting it is that in this chapter Jesus gives us the 5th “I AM” statement.  He tells us in this chapter “I AM the resurrection and the life.”  

Again we see the power of Christ contrasted with the helplessness of man.

Please turn with me to the Gospel of John, chapter 11, verse 1.

TEXT

Verse 1- Now a certain man was sick, Lazarus of Bethany, the town of Mary and her sister Martha.

Here we are introduced to the one that will be resurrected.  Lazarus, name is an abbreviation to Eleazar, which means “he whom God helped.” 

We are told that he is from Bethany, which is a small village about two miles from Jerusalem, so that we don’t mistake him with the Lazarus in Luke 16, who was the poor beggar.  

We are also told that this is the village of Mary and Martha, which assumes that the reader would already know who Mary and Martha are.   

This is the first mention of Martha and Mary in this Gospel, it is not the first time they have been introduced to us.  Luke chapter 10, starting in verse 38, tells us about the two sisters, and it helps us to understand some of the dynamics of the relationship Jesus had with them.

Martha appears to be the older of the two, as you can tell she possesses some those characteristics of an older sibling.

Martha is the one that opened her house to Jesus, which during His ministry was a fairly uncommon thing to do; most people wanted nothing to do with Him and even hated Him, yet she opens her heart and her home to her Lord.

We are told that her sister Mary sat at Jesus feet and heard His word. Each time Mary is mentioned in the Gospel, she is found and the feet of Christ.  

Mary seems to have a deeper closeness with her Messiah.  She knew the only thing that was important was to be at His feet, listening, loving, thinking of her Lord.

We are told that many things weighted down Martha.  She was burdened by the weight of serving.  

How many times does this happen to us?  We find ourselves worrying about what to do for the Lord instead of what the Lord has done for us.  I am not saying that serving is not a blessing, but if that service replaces the intimacy that only comes from being at the feet of Jesus, then we have missed the mark.

Jesus tells Martha that she is trouble about many things.  Jesus does not commend her; He looks at her busy activity and worry as a hindrance to her growth, not a blessing.

She is attempting to do more than God has given her.  She is focused on the “many things” instead being focused on the “one thing” which is Jesus.

Mary had chosen the good part, which will not be taken from her.  She chose to be ministered to by the Lord.  Yet later we will see that she ministers unto Christ.

What a great example for us.  We must first be ministered to, before we can minister others.  We must be receivers, before we can give out. The vessel must be filled, before it can overflow. 

The difference then between Martha and Mary is this: one ministered unto Christ, the other received from Him, and of Mary He declared, she "has chosen that good part…”

Verse 2-It was that Mary who anointed the Lord with fragrant oil and wiped His feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was sick.

Both Matthew and Mark record how that Mary had "anointed" the Lord with her costly ointment in the house of Simon the leper who also resided in Bethany.
We are told in Mark 14:8-9  "She has done what she could. She has come beforehand to anoint My body for burial. 9 "Assuredly, I say to you, wherever this gospel is preached in the whole world, what this woman has done will also be told as a memorial to her.

Mary was and is to be remembered as we preach the Gospels.  We are doing that now as we read this Gospel.  

The closeness that Jesus shares with those that we sinners and outcasts amazes me.  

We are told in another Gospel that Mary was a sinner.  Probably a prostitute or something well known, maybe an adulteress, yet Jesus sets aside a place for her in history to be remembered because of His great love for one that came and fell at His feet.

Verse 3- Therefore the sisters sent to Him, saying, "Lord, behold, he whom You love is sick."

Here we see the faith and relationship that Martha and Mary shared with Jesus.  They are not protesting against Christ, they send someone to come to Him as “Lord” to tell Him about Lazarus.

They don’t demand anything from Jesus, they simply make Him aware of their concern.  Yet they don’t say “it’s my brother, come make Him well.”  They appeal to something that is much deeper than blood relationship.  They point to something that has greater worth and value than sibling feelings, they point to the love of Christ.

They tell Jesus “he whom You love is sick.”  What a great model for us as we come to our Lord in prayer.  1. We are not to demand anything. 2. We look to the love that He has for us as the foundation of our prayer.  3.  We don’t give Him advice regarding how to care for the need.  

We simply make our petition known to Him and trust that His great love will have its perfect will.

Notice that they don’t send a note to Him telling Him to hurry, or even mentioning what kind of sickness it is.  They have word sent to Him to inform Him of their concern.

This verse is also proof that sickness in one of Jesus’ loved ones, does not mean He is displeased with them.

There are many in the Word-Faith Movement, that claim that sickness or disease means that there is hidden sin, or that there is a lack of faith, or that God is angry with them.

This is nonsense!  How do they handle this story?  We will see that Jesus does in fact love Lazarus, yet this was not the purpose of His sickness.  We know that Job was the most righteous in all the land, yet he was allowed to be afflicted through the permission of God, who gave the go-ahead for Satan to take everything from him, and to make him break out in boils from the crown of his head to the base of his foot.  

Why did God allow this to happen to these two men whom He obviously loved and that had done nothing to deserve suffering?

The next verse tells us plainly..

Verse 4- When Jesus heard that, He said, "This sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of God, that the Son of God may be glorified through it."

The answer is this, “but for the glory of God!”  

In John 9:3, Jesus tells us regarding the man born blind "Neither this man nor his parents sinned, but that the works of God should be revealed in him.”

God’s work in and through His creature is most effective when we are suffering.  He uses suffering first for His glory, then for our benefit that as He is glorified, we come closer and closer to Him in humility.

His glory is made beautiful when He shapes us into vessels of that glory through the refiners fire.

When we are completely and totally dependent upon Him for everything.

When we have nothing left to turn to for help.

When we are left sitting, alone, sick, in tears and in despair, then God comes!

Then our Lord brings us truth that sets us free from the bondage of temporary worries.  

Jesus tells the messenger that “the sickness is not unto death.”  

The sickness may kill you, but you won’t die!  The sickness may take from you that which you prize most, but you will be rich.  The sickness may rip from your hands all that you have struggled to keep, but you will want for nothing!

He tells the messenger that this sickness will not kill Lazarus eternally.  The beautiful promise to each of His resurrected children.  Our sickness is not unto death!

We know that one day our appointed time will come.  Hebrews 9:27 says “And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgment..”

When Madison was born, I was given no promises, no guarantees, for her prosperity, her health, the longevity of her life.  Whether she would be happy or sad, rich or poor.  The only guarantee I had when I looked at her the first time was this, one day she was going to die.

That is true for each of us.  Each of us have this appointed time that God has set.  And as this appointed time comes He summons us into His presence to stand before Him.  

But this is not the end.  This is not the last chapter in our existence.  

Paul tells us that “to be absent from the body, is to be present with the Lord.”  This is hope, this is our promise given to us by God.

It is not popular for a preacher to discuss death from behind the pulpit.  Some may say that it is even mean spirited to talk about such depressing things.

Yet each of us will face our death.  Each of us will come to that place when our bodies no longer endure.  Each of us will come to the place when our soul is separated from our body and we breath our last breath.

This should not be frightening for the Christian who is in a living relationship with their Lord.

Why? 

The next verse tells us…

Verse 5- Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus.

Jesus loved Martha and Mary and Lazarus!  

That is our comfort.  Jesus great, unending, never lacking, love for His us.  

This love is not some sentimental, frilly, empty, conditional love.  It is eternal, it is infinite, it has no beginning and no end.  His great love for us sees us through all of our trials and difficulties and wraps us and guards us from now till eternity.

We have confidence as did Lazarus, that even on our death bed, our God reigns with a love that is so penetrating, human words can’t begin to describe it.

Paul tells us through the letter to the Romans in chapter 8 verses 38-39 For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to come,

 39 nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

I believe the reason we are told Jesus loves Martha and Mary and Lazarus is because of the next verse.

Verse 6- So, when He heard that he was sick, He stayed two more days in the place where He was.

Does this shock you as much as it did me the first time I read it?

“He stayed two more days?”  What?!!!

Wait a minute, I thought Jesus loved Martha and Mary and Lazarus?  

Jesus knew that Lazarus was on his death bead.  The Greek word used for the one to describe Lazarus sickness indicated “sick unto death.”

Yet Jesus, who knows Lazarus is dying, does not leave, but instead He stays.

This is the title of this message tonight “He Stayed Two More Days.”

How fitting for us as many of us enter into a time of difficulty in our own lives.  Here we are, feeling sick to death.  Watching as our very life that we prize (financially, emotionally, physically, professionally, materialistically) slips from our grip.

We have told Jesus, he knows.  We have been given a promise that we won’t die.  We are told He loves us.

Yet Jesus takes His time!  He is in no rush!  

You see, if the goal of this story is the glory of God in this sign.  And that means that Lazarus must die, Christ in His time ensures Lazarus is dead!

And if the goal of this story in our life, is the glory of God.  And that means that we must die, Christ in His time will ensure we are dead to ourselves!

God is always on time, even when we think He is late!

God is always present, even when we think He is far off!

There is no such thing as God being early or late.  He is always, perfectly punctual.  He does not work for our schedule.  We are created and are ordered by His!

We are told over and over again that the reason the Jews could not take Jesus when they first wanted to, was because “His time had not yet come.”  There was an appointed time in history that God had determined before time ever was, that the “lamb slain before the foundation of the world” would come to fulfill His missional role in the Trinity.

The sooner we recognize that we are held by His power in love, and that nothing can come our way that God has not allowed, the sooner we can rest “shipwrecked on the rock of God’s sovereignty.”

Verse 7- Then after this He said to the disciples, "Let us go to Judea again."

Here Jesus draws out the disciples by saying to them, “Let’s go to Judea.”

He does not say “Let’s go to Lazarus” but back to Judea.

The disciples knew that Jews were seeking to stone Him to death, yet Jesus wants to go back to the place where He was being sought out by His enemies.

This seems so strange when we are not thinking spiritually and eternally.  Yet as we put on the lenses of God’s truth, we easily see that God is not interested in the easier, softer way.  He is interested in drawing out our faith by placing us in a position where our flesh will desire to run.

Verse 8- The disciples said to Him, "Rabbi, lately the Jews sought to stone You, and are You going there again?"

The disciples couldn’t see the need or wisdom in such a move.  Christ seems strange to shortsighted people, that can’t seem to figure Him out.

Christ is not interested in the “common sense” of finite man.  We are asked to “Trust in the LORD with all your heart, And lean not on your own understanding; 6 In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He shall direct your paths” Proverbs 3:5-6.

God often leads His own into places which seem puzzling and perplexing and where we are unable to understand His purpose. How often are the servants of Christ today called upon to fill positions which they naturally shrink from, and which they would never have chosen for themselves. 

Verse 9-Jesus answered, "Are there not twelve hours in the day? If anyone walks in the day, he does not stumble, because he sees the light of this world
Jesus tells His disciples that there is an allotted time that has been fixed, and a work that had been given to Him by the Father which He would definitely complete.

God has sent to do the work set before Him.  He was given a span of time which the Father set.  Just as a traveler during this time would travel during the daytime, so that He won’t stumble in the dark, if we keep our eyes fixed on the light of this world, who is Christ, we won’t stumble either.

Our trouble comes when we try to do that which is not in its appointed time, when we try in darkness to accomplish something that requires light to do.

Every act in the kingdom of God requires light to be done.  There is no act to be done in darkness.  In other words, everything we do, we should do with our eyes fixed on Christ.  When we turn away from Christ as our light, we will find ourselves struggling and groping in darkness. 

Verse 10- "But if one walks in the night, he stumbles, because the light is not in him."

Our hearts desire should be to constantly walk in the light.  We are given a warning that if one continues to walk in the dark, he is not saved, because the light of God does not live in him.

John 3:19-21 Jesus tells us 19 "And this is the condemnation, that the light has come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil. 20 "For everyone practicing evil hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed. 21 "But he who does the truth comes to the light, that his deeds may be clearly seen, that they have been done in God."

Jesus says that the reason men stand already condemned before God, is because they love darkness rather than light.  

I do not know each of you here tonight.  I know most of you, but some of you I am not familiar with and I have had no opportunity to speak to you about your spiritual condition.

The beauty of the Gospel is that it is not necessary for me to examine your heart.  As a matter of truth, I can’t examine your heart, God must be the one to do so.

What I can tell you is this; God knows your heart.  He has known it from all eternity.  God has ordained that this night you would come to this Church and listen to this message.  There are no mistakes or coincidences.  

I wish that I could have full confidence that each of you here tonight were walking in the light, and living in such a way that Christ is everything to you.  That you live for Him, because He has died for you.  But I don’t have that confidence, and each week when I preach I realize that this may be the last time I ever preach, and it may be last message you ever hear.  I am well aware of the frailty of life.

So my prayer to you tonight is that you deal honestly with God.  That you listen to the voice of the conscience God has given you.  That you ask yourself whether or not you are “in the light” or out of it.  

For those of you that have tasted and seen that the Lord is indeed good, this story should give you tremendous comfort in times of pain and even in times of sickness unto death.

Jesus words should be a constant reminder to you, as you think of His words “this sickness is not unto death” you will never be lost or forsaken by Me.  I am the Good Shepherd, I have given my life for my sheep.  All that the Father has given to me I will lose none of them.  

As we end this message with Lazarus still on his deathbed, I pray that we think of his thoughts as he struggles to maintain his life, and we remember the words of Christ echo in his mind, it is not unto eternal death, Lazarus I love you.

Communion.

Pray.

