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INTRODUCTION

Please turn with me to the to 2nd Timothy chapter 1 verse 9.  

2nd Timothy 1:9 who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace which was given to us in Christ Jesus before time began.

Please turn with me to Romans chapter 8, verse 30.

Romans 8:30 Moreover whom He predestined, these He also called; whom He called, these He also justified; and whom He justified, these He also glorified.
Also, 1 Corinthians chapter 1, verse 9.

1st Corinthians 1:9 God is faithful, by whom you were called into the fellowship of His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

One more… 

Hebrews 9:15 And for this reason He is the Mediator of the new covenant, by means of death, for the redemption of the transgressions under the first covenant, that those who are called may receive the promise of the eternal inheritance.

If you haven’t noticed, these four verses contain a verb that is in each of them.  It is the word “called” or as it is in the original Greek “kaleo.”

This word is used 155 times in 138 different verses in the bible.  This word is significant for each of us that call this fellowship home.

It means “to call” someone in a loud voice or to invite someone.  It can also mean “to name” someone, or to bear a name from someone.  

We primarily use it as a way to invite someone into fellowship, into our community.  We use it to identify that we have been called by name, by God, and now bear a new name, a name that identifies us with the one that died on our behalf so that we can have community with God and one another, and in turn call others into this same community.  We are called Christians.  Even though that word may have lost clarity in its current definition of post-modern gibberish, for those in the community of the true people of Christ, its definition is seen and felt, as it is lived within the framework of an authentic biblical family.

Tonight we are going to be discussing Kaleo Fellowship of Christ as an authentic biblical community, (1) for the purpose of understanding the doctrine of biblical community, and (2) for the purpose of focusing our efforts towards the areas that God has given us a clear sense of vision and passion for our local family.

As we come together as a family and discuss the move to our new building, and all of the serving and financial resources that are needed to accomplish this move, I realize that what can not be lost during this period of time is the reason and purpose for why we do the things we do.  We must constantly self-assess our motives and actions for doing what we do with Christ’s church.

For those of you that have come to this church since its first meeting at our house 10 months ago, you may have forgotten who your senior pastor is.  Kaleo..who is your senior pastor?  Jesus!  Jesus is the senior pastor of this church.  I am but a preaching elder that acts as a messenger for His truth.  This helps keep me sane as you inevitably will at times be angered by that truth that God has spoken.  I can simply point to Him and move out of the way.

Now that each of you have been introduced to the senior pastor of this church, let’s talk about an authentic biblical community.

1. CREATION

The first thing we must establish in discussing community is creation by the Trinitarian nature of our God.

The foundation for the creation of the world lies in the triune reality of God.  God is Father, Son, and Spirit.  This is the social nature of our God, and the world exists as the outflow of this Trinitarian relationship.

Creation is a Trinitarian act.  Its work is the result of all three persons of the eternal Trinity.

Each person in the Trinity fulfills a unique and specific role.  Essentially, the Father creates the world, through the Son, by the Spirit.

The role of the Father

The Father fulfills the primary role in the act of creation.  He is the foundation of all that exists. 

1st Corinthians 8:6 yet for us there is one God, the Father, of whom are all things, and we for Him; and one Lord Jesus Christ, through whom are all things, and through whom we live.

The Fathers will forms the foundation for the existence of all things.  The world exists by the will of the Father.  

Revelation 4:11 "You are worthy, O Lord, To receive glory and honor and power; For You created all things, And by Your will they exist and were created."

The Father is the goal of all things.  Every creature exists for the sake of the Father, for the praise of His glory.  

Psalm 19:1 The heavens declare the glory of God; And the firmament shows His handiwork.

The Father is the source of the existence of the world.  All creatures have their ultimate being in the Father.  Paul’s quotation from the Greek poets was:

Acts 17:28 "for in Him we live and move and have our being, as also some of your own poets have said, 'For we are also His offspring.'

Just as the Father shares his deity with the Son, in love, the Father freely makes the world and shares his existence with it, in love.  It is an act of the nature of a God that is a God of community.

The role of the Son

The Father functions as the foundation of creation, the role of the Son is that of being an agent of creation.  He is the one that shows the proper relation of creation to the Creator.  He is the “logos” the very though and mind of God, made flesh, though eternal with God.

The son then creates as He is given the task from the Father, to clearly demonstrate to us what the mind of God intended to convey as He created all things.  The son does this perfectly, and therefore is the perfect representation of God’s creation.

This is driven from the community that the Father and Son have shared from eternity.  As the Son humbly demonstrates His dependence upon the Father, He shows all creature are to look humble to God as the fountain of their life.

As the creature follows this pattern, they participate in the relationship that the eternal Son enjoys with His Father.  As this occurs, creation models itself after the pattern of a loving community that the Son demonstrates, he is indeed the one Paul describes in Colossians 1:17 “in whom all things hold together.”

The role of the Spirit

So as the Father is the foundation for creation and the Son is the agent of creation, the Spirit is also involved in creation.  The spirit is the divine power that is active in creating the universe.

Genesis 1:2 The earth was without form, and void; and darkness was on the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters.

The function of the Spirit is again an outworking of the Trinitarian relationship.  The Father who eternally loves the Son creates the world in order that it might share in his existence and with the intent that the world would love Him after the pattern of the Son’s love for the father.

What binds the Father and the Son in the power of their relationship is the Holy Spirit.  The Spirit is the one through whom the Father fashions the world.  The Spirit is the personal power of God, it is the binding dynamic between the Father and the Son, by which all things exist.

God creates “community”

God’s purpose in and for the creation He is shaping is to share in His existence and to enter into the relationship the Son enjoys with Him.  The world exists in order to participate in the life of the social Trinity.

Just as our triune God is the eternal community of the members of the Trinity, so also God’s purpose for creation is ha the world participate in “community.”

This is a central theme of the entire biblical message.  From the garden, which opens the first act on the biblical story, to the vision of white-robed multitudes inhabiting a new earth, speaks of community.

God directs His program to the bringing about of community, which are a redeemed people, living within a renewed creation, and enjoying the presence of their God.

God states His intention early in the creation narrative.  In Genesis 2:18;

Genesis 2:18 And the LORD God said, "It is not good that man should be alone..."

The goal of His divine activity throughout history is the gathering together of the community created by God, for His plan.  God takes note of the aloneness of the first human in the Garden and tells us that it is not good.

The effects of mans solitary existence can be understood by studies in that record the effects of a human being alone for both short and long periods of time.

When you take a person out of community, whether it be in a correctional facility, prisoner of war, or even a willing self-removal from community, the effect vary but can range from;

-an increasing inability to tolerate ordinary stimuli; simple things such as noise –the ordinary, everyday noises of plumbing and heating systems working.

-hearing voices –even whispers, 

-panic attacks, 

-difficulty in concentration and with memory (example: inmates stated they could not concentrate to read) which can lead to disorientation, 

-mind wanders,

-aggressive fantasies 

-paranoia and other fears,

-doubt oneself and troubles in determining what is real, and

-problems with controlling impulses –sometimes with random violence.

Why is this?  Because the design of the community of our God was that man too would experience a relationship of community.

Without this community being founded by our Trinitarian God, man is left with either solitary confinement, or a shallow copy of what a genuine community should be, which only adds to the problem because it has the appearance but not the substance of a legitimate, loving, community which connects its meaning and existence to the ultimate perfect, loving community, the Trinity.

The central function to the divine purpose of establishing community is the presence of God among His people.  

God’s presence is a constant them of the Bible.  The Lord communed with Adam and Eve in the Garden.  Story after story teaches us that God in various times and locations that the patriarchs of our faith experienced the presence of God.  

To remember their encounters with Him, the built landmarks, altars and memorials.

God elected and entered into a covenant with Israel.  God’s intent is clear in the Exodus experience.  The immediate goal of God’s deliverance of Israel from the bondage of Egypt was the assembling of the people at Sinai.  

God broke the chains of confinement so that they could openly commune with them.  God brought the Israelites into his presence so that they He would name them as His people and dwell in their midst.

He then makes His presence with them felt in the tabernacle, and like His peoples homes, His house would be a tent.

The presence of God in community was so important to Israel that when God proposed that the tabernacle would not be built because of Israel’s sin, Moses responded;

Exodus 33:15 "If Your Presence does not go with us, do not bring us up from here.

Later we see when Israel established fixed homes in the promise land, God also puts His glory within a house, the temple of Jerusalem.

This Old Testament experience forms the context for the significance of Jesus Christ as Immanuel, who is “God with us.”

In Jesus, the Word became flesh and “tabernacled” among us.  In Jesus, God is present with humankind.  

In John 14:23, Jesus promised he and the Father would take up their dwelling wit his disciples- "If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make Our home with him.

And Jesus spoke of another Comforter in 14:26, But the Comforter, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all things that I said to you. 

Jesus promises that we will not lose community with God as He ascends to the Father to sit at His right hand.

Jesus doesn’t leave us alone, he gives us the Helper, the Spirit of the living God, who connects us directly with the perfect community of our God and then connects us with one another as a reflection of our Trinity in community with one another, His church.

We now become the temple of God, knitted together, joined by God’s Spirit, in a bond of unity and community, for God’s glory.

This plan is fulfilled in the future.  The biblical story doesn’t end with Jesus and the Father sending the Spirit, as a partial experience of the presence of God.  

The drama of the Bible moves from the past into the future.  It reaches its climax with the vision of the new heaven and new earth.

Revelation 21:3; 22:3 And I heard a loud voice from heaven saying, "Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His people. God Himself will be with them and be their God… 22:3 And there shall be no more curse, but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it, and His servants shall serve Him. 4 They shall see His face, and His name shall be on their foreheads.

God promises a great and beautiful city, the new Jerusalem, and in that city, the people will live together in peace and harmony.  It will be a place where the new community of reconciliation and fellowship confirms God’s purpose for his people.  That they would be brought together as a corporate body, a human community, rather than remaining as isolated individuals under the burden of the curse.

SIN

As man was initially created as the image bearer of God, he was able to commune freely with God, commune freely with his wife, and was able to enjoy the fruit of perfect creation, which he was set to watch over under his care.

Yet when sin entered the picture, everything changed.  He was no longer able to commune freely with his Creator:

Genesis 3:8 And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden.

Man now hid from God.  This relationship of sonship, that was to be a pattern of the eternal relationship that God had with His Son, was now broken.

Man hid from the presence of God.  He was now removed from the close communion that he had previously experience.  Man now felt a fear for God that was unnatural.  He no longer wanted to be in the presence of God, but instead ran away and hid.

This sin didn’t just affect his relationship with God, it affected his relationship with Eve.  Their communion with one another was also radically affected;

Genesis 3:16 To the woman He said: "I will greatly multiply your sorrow and your conception; In pain you shall bring forth children; Your desire shall be for your husband, And he shall rule over you."

Once they had enjoyed a relationship of peace with each other because they had peace with God, now they will suffer the consequences of sin as it breaks apart family community.

Sin continued its devastating affect by causing a separation of beautiful creation with man.

The ground would no longer yield its increase to Adam without labor.

Genesis 3:17 Then to Adam He said, "Because you have heeded the voice of your wife, and have eaten from the tree of which I commanded you, saying, 'You shall not eat of it': "Cursed is the ground for your sake; In toil you shall eat of it All the days of your life. 18 Both thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you, And you shall eat the herb of the field. 19 In the sweat of your face you shall eat bread Till you return to the ground, For out of it you were taken; For dust you are, And to dust you shall return.”

Man is now cursed with in imperfect creation, because of his sin.  Because he was responsible for having dominion over this word to care for and be cared by it, the world now suffers the pain of sin in this broken community.

Romans 8:22 For we know that the whole creation groans and labors with birth pangs together until now.

This creation waits for the day in which it will be reconciled to God.  It yearns for the day when sin is removed, so that perfect community can once again reign.

Romans 8:19-21 19 For the earnest expectation of the creation eagerly waits for the revealing of the sons of God. 20 For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of Him who subjected it in hope; 21 because the creation itself also will be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God.

And as a child of God, we too yearn for that day.  We wait for it, in hope, keeping our eyes fixed upon the day when all things will be reconciled with our God.

Romans 8:23 …even we ourselves groan within ourselves, eagerly waiting for the adoption, the redemption of our body.

We no longer show the image of the creator.  Sin severs our relationships with each other.  We are designed to enjoy each other in a rich fellowship, but now find ourselves exploiting each other and being exploited.

Women who are created in God’s image are now looked upon as nothing more than an object to be mastered by the ultimate predator, man, in his sexual perversion.

Children, who are a gift of God, are now hunted as sexual prey.  They are treated as a wild beast as they are beaten and ridiculed by sinful parents.

An man, who is to carry the image of God and exemplify the relationship of the Trinity, is now obsessed with power and money.  He is subjected to murder and war, hatred and envy, greed and domination, under the weight of sin.  Sin alienates us from each other.

Where we are designed to be God’s friend, even His children, our sin leads us to live as enemies of God, under His wrath because of our ultimate hatred towards Him.  

Instead of enjoying God’s presence, we flee.  We live in fear, blaming God for His hostility towards us, while never thinking of our own hatred for Him.

Sin destroys the community God intends for his creation.  And we are the ones that are responsible.  Because of this loss of community, we no longer fulfill God’s design for us.  We are alienated from our own true selves.  We simply are not who we are meant to be.

THE SOLUTION

The only solution that God has sent for us to be reconciled and renewed, is a new birth.  Our sinful flesh can only produce more sinful flesh.  There must be a supernatural act of birth for the dead.

The community God had intended can only be lived out in a context of this new birth.  It can only be experienced in the context of new creations.

Jesus says to Nicodemus “you must be born again” that is that you must be given life from above.

Where man has created a gulf between himself and God, between himself and creation, between himself and others.  Christ, who is the perfect God-Man, now comes to restore broken creation back to its original plan.  Back to the relationship of sonship that is modeled with Himself and the Father.

Jesus comes as the only one that can reconcile us to God.

Colossians 1:13-14 He has delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His love, 14 in whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins.

God’s plan is to bring those that are out of His kingdom, into His kingdom.  He does this by the Son of His love.  Jesus redeems us, buys us from sin, satisfies God’s justice and grafts us into the community of His people.  He literally “translates” us so that we can now dwell with Him, His creation, and His community that will exist for eternity.

Jesus comes as our great hero that takes us from solitary confinement of death and brings us into a right relationship with His Father, which is life.

He fixes what is broken.  He gives us an identity.  He makes us new creatures that now can experience what being made in the “image of God” looks and feels like as we live our lives immersed in Him.

Ephesians 2:13-22  13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 14 For He Himself is our peace, who has made both one, and has broken down the middle wall of separation, 15 having abolished in His flesh the enmity, that is, the law of commandments contained in ordinances, so as to create in Himself one new man from the two, thus making peace, 16 and that He might reconcile them both to God in one body through the cross, thereby putting to death the enmity. 17 And He came and preached peace to you who were afar off and to those who were near. 18 For through Him we both have access by one Spirit to the Father. 19 Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, 20 having been built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief cornerstone, 21 in whom the whole building, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord, 22 in whom you also are being built together for a dwelling place of God in the Spirit.

Colossians 1:19-22  19 For it pleased the Father that in Him all the fullness should dwell, 20 and by Him to reconcile all things to Himself, by Him, whether things on earth or things in heaven, having made peace through the blood of His cross. 21 And you, who once were alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now He has reconciled 22 in the body of His flesh through death, to present you holy, and blameless, and above reproach in His sight-

How do we have an authentic community?

Community is not affinity.  Affinity means “a natural attraction or liking to an individual or individuals like yourself.”

Affinity is a form of Idolatry.  It is a form of self-worship.

To only hang around others that are “like yourself” is to think so highly of yourself that you want to be around you all the time.

This type of community never breeds compassion or grace.  It only breeds self-absorbed, self-seeking, self-serving, self-loving people that are so immersed in themselves that they find it difficult to be around anyone not “like them.”

The practical work of the Gospel, means to develop a spiritual community of those that are not like you and I.  It means to extend a hand to someone that is a stranger, not only from us, but a stranger of God.

It means that we are secure enough in community that we extend the community as an outward focus, not an inward one.

Community always reaches out, because God reaches out.  Community breeds love and respect for one another as God loves and gives honor to each of those in His community.

In a practical sense, it is the Gospel.  It is seeking out those that are lost, to reconcile them with something greater than themselves, from God, to God’s people.

It should be a reflection of the Trinity, where we each welcome and understand our role.  We don’t bicker with one another because we don’t like the role we have been given.

Can you imagine Jesus complaining to Father about His role?  Or the Spirit complaining to Jesus and the Father for having to dwell with us?  

No, the trinity works together in a perfect cohesive unity that has roles and lovingly and willingly performs its role, even to the point of death as Jesus perfectly executed the Fathers plan for Him by dying on the cross.

The biblical community is humble.  It looks at he submission and humility of Jesus to the Father, and welcomes that same pattern.

It sees the love that the Father has for the Son, and the Son has for the Father and it attempts to translate that to those that are without that kind of love.

The biblical community watches as the Spirit fulfills its missional duty by calling those that the Father has chosen and draws them to the feet of Jesus.  It recognizes the role of the Spirit to show Jesus to those that are blind and it attempts to follow that same pattern by bringing people to the foot of the Son of God.

The biblical community understands that the Son is the perfect example of the Father and it lives to follow that example in everything it does as a community.

Does this sound like our community at Kaleo?  If yes, than praise God for His maturing process as we seek to honor Him in community.  If no, than may God grant us repentance that we can seek Him in humility and confess that we have fallen short of His plan.

I invite you to ask God to search your heart, so that you can know whether or not you are following His plan in the way in which He has designed.

Let’s pray…

Communion.

