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Thanks to those that diligently worked to make our first Sunday a reality in our new building.

INTRODUCTION

If you are new this morning we want to welcome you.  My name is David Fairchild and I am the preaching elder at Kaleo.  We want to thank you for coming to our first Sunday in our new building.  

We were meeting previously for about 11 ½ months over in Serra Mesa, by Qualcomm stadium and God has been gracious to allow us to have our own building in a new community.

For those that have been coming for some time and consider Kaleo to be your home you know that we have been preaching through the Scriptures.  We have been specifically studying the Gospel of John and are going to be finishing chapter 12 next week.  We believe in simply preaching through the Bible, verse by verse, learning and applying what God has communicated to us in His Word.

This week will be different than our normal preaching of God’s word in that we will be discussing a topic as we did in last weeks message.

This is important for us as we enter into a new phase of our churches history.  For the last 11 months we have been studying a variety of philosophical, theological, and doctrinal issues by looking at God’s word and then allowing God’s word to shape our thinking in each of these areas.  

We have covered a variety of topics:  Can a Christian lose their salvation, do we have free will, Post-Modernism, Biblical history, what is the Gospel?, the attributes of God, the fear of God, God’s holiness, being a Godly husband and wife, raising Godly children, what is truth?, and many, many other discussions that have been both painful and fruitful for some of you.   Though I must repent before we talk about these subjects since Drew and I love to pull the pins on theological grenades!

The first point that I want to discuss is this:

I.  God is a missionary

The entire theme of the Bible is God working out His missional plan in the redemption of man.

We see this in the beginning of Genesis.  God created the this world and everything in it and said it was good, He then created man and said that it was very good.

God then gave Adam a command and warned him that if he disobeyed he would die.  Adam, being the head of the human race disobeyed God, did that which he was commanded not to, died spiritually and for the first time felt guilt and shame and tried to hide from God.

God enters into the Garden in the cool of the day and asks a very profound question, of which He already knew the answer- “where are you?”  

The effects of Adams sin not only caused a break in communion with God, it also caused a break in communion with his wife as he tried to blame her for his actions.

Man disobeys, feels the effects of sinning against a holy God, then tries foolishly to hide from God, and refuses to accept accountability for his actions.  Sound different than today?

Yet God still came to the garden.  God still came to man, knowing what they had done, and asks the question “where are you?”  I could stop this study now and simply press that question home to each of you today.  Since we must move on, I will leave that to you and God later in your thoughts.

We see this same God, come in the flesh, telling us in the Gospel of Luke, chapter 19 verse 10-“For the Son of Man came to seek and save that which was lost.”

Paul tells us in 1st Timothy 1:15 This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am chief.

The Father’s mission is worked out by sending His Son into the world.  God as a missionary, sends the perfect missionary, who perfectly obeys the Father’s will in completing His Father’s mission.  God sends His own Son to work accomplish His plan.

This was no accidental missionary trip.  The Scriptures tell us that Christ was the “Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.”  In 2nd Timothy 1:9 this missional plan for our redemption “was given to us in Christ Jesus before time began.”

This is the great story of our redemption.  We were like foolish toddlers that are trying to get our own way so that we can run straight into traffic where we will meet only death and destruction.  But God as our loving Father pursues us and picks us up so that we will stop running and turns us towards His home where we will have life and joy, where we will have safety and comfort, where we will have peace and contentment under our Father’s roof.

Yet as God works out His plan.  As Christ came to obey God’s plan, that plan meant certain death.  Jesus knew that His purpose for coming, was to die so that God could have a basis to forgive our sins.

It wasn’t an arbitrary forgiveness.  That would be the worst god to worship.  It would be a god who has no sense of justice.  No punishment for evil.  No moral compass whatsoever.  Who we could never trust because as easily as he would flippantly forgive someone arbitrarily, he could just as easily decide to not forgive those that he decided earlier were safe.

We would have a schizophrenic god who could never be trusted.  But that is not the God we worship.  Our God doesn’t just have a moral compass, He created and always is perfectly moral.  He doesn’t have an arbitrary sense of right and wrong, He decided the standard of right and wrong.  He isn’t impotent in determining the difference between good and evil, He is the perfect standard of good and tells us what is evil.

God’s missional plan had to include a just payment for breaking His laws.  What would we think of a judge that simply ignored the law and forgave the one that broke law with no punishment or retribution to the victim or offended party?  

Well, if you were the lawbreaker you would be pretty pleased.  If you were the victim, you would be devastated.

If we as humans have a sense of how unthinkable it would be if that happened to us, think of how unthinkable that would be if the one that was offended was a perfect and Holy God of the universe.

And yet the scriptures tell us that for the joy that was set before Him He endured the cross.

But the story doesn’t end with Jesus coming to fulfill His Father’s mission.  

The second point to our discussion is this.

II.  Jesus calls Christians to be missionaries

God as a missionary calls us by His Spirit, saves us by His son, and then both the Father and the Son send the Spirit to live in us to and to fulfill the mission through us.

There is a tremendous amount of debate over how does the saving.  It is us or is it God.  The question itself is ridiculous.  God completes His missonal plan by sending missionaries.

How many here are full time missionaries?

How many here are Christians?

Ok..

How many of you here are missionaries?

You get the point.  If you are a Christian, you are a full time missionary.

In Jesus longest prayer, called His High Priestly prayer in John 17, Jesus prays this to the Father-Verse 18:  "As You sent Me into the world, I also have sent them into the world.”

Jesus acknowledges His Fathers plan.  He recognizes that His Father sent Him, and now He tells the Father He is sending us.  Jesus is praying for us to the Father.  And I am inclined to believe that whatever Jesus prays for, He receives.

His children will produce offspring because that is what He has sent them to do.

As Christ set the perfect example of sonship under the Father, we are now to follow His example as sons and daughters of the Father.

Paul tells the Romans in chapter 10 starting in verse 13 For "whoever calls on the name of the LORD shall be saved." 14 How then shall they call on Him in whom they have not believed? And how shall they believe in Him of whom they have not heard? And how shall they hear without a preacher? 15 And how shall they preach unless they are sent? As it is written: "How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the gospel of peace, Who bring glad tidings of good things!"

He then continues and says …”faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.”

There are many that think they are in no way able or prepared to bring the Gospel on their own.  

If you have been snatched out of darkness and have been given life.  If you now enjoy an intimate relationship with God, you won’t and can’t live out God’s mission for you without God!

In some of Jesus final words, He tells us in Acts 1, verse 8- "But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth."

Jesus tells us that we are not alone in this work.  He also tells us that the Holy Spirit will come upon you and enable you to work out the Father’s plan.

We were not abandoned when Christ ascended to the Father’s right hand.  He promised a Helper, a Comforter, One that will supply to us all that necessary to be fit for the Father’s mission.

Think of this; The Father sent the Son, The Son and the Father sent the Spirit, and now the Father, the Son, and the Spirit send us.

Jesus calls us to come to Him, we come to Him, then He tells us to go into all the world to be witnesses to Him.

He is essentially saying to be witnesses to Him in San Diego, in California and in the southwest and then to the end of the earth.

What is the great commission called great?  What is it that Jesus commands us to do?  

Jesus tells us in Matthew 28:18-20 18 And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, "All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 19 "Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 "teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age." Amen.

It is great because Jesus calls us to make disciples of all nations. 

But man get confused with this.  They think that being a missionary means to fly 12,000 miles away, take a bus for 14 hours then ride a donkey up a mountain for 4 hours before you can be a missionary and fulfill His great commission.

Yet God has sovereignly chosen that we will live exactly where we are, at the exact time which we live, connected to the exact people we know and are known by for the very purpose of living as a missionary.

How many people do you now both casually as well as personally?  20? 30? 50?  Most people if given enough time can name 100 people that they are connected to by name.  Neighbors, co-workers, friends, family, acquaintances through other friends.

Now how many of those people live for Christ in a close, active relationship?

Usually the numbers are pretty small, maybe 5 if we are fortunate.

We have 3 million people living in San Diego county.  How many people do you think live for Christ in a close, active relationship?

Maybe 5 percent?  That means that 2.85 million our on their way to judgment before God with no hope.

With one person dying out of every 1500 per year, this year alone around 1900 people will die in their sin and enter eternity in hell.

I know that numbers won’t convince you.  Think of one or more of those individuals as your family or friends.  Does that change your urgency?  

What I don’t want to do is guilt you into being concerned for the lost.  Every time I hear a preacher discuss this issue it is filled with mountains of guilt to convince you to live as a missionary.

I want you to see the beauty in God’s plan.  I want you to see how privileged we are to be a part of God’s Kingdom plan.

This is a tremendous blessing.  

When my wife and I were married, I told everyone about her.  Business, friends, family, I didn’t care, I loved her and she loved me and I wanted everyone to know how incredible she was.

Whenever I travel and am away from my wife and children I love to tell other people about my family.  I am proud of my kids, I am proud of my wife.

How much more should we be absolutely overwhelmed with love and adoration for our Father that we tell everyone about Him?  How much should we be in love with Christ that we mention Him to everyone we know?

It is a natural thing to do.  I think it is more unnatural for you to conceal your love for someone that to let it be known.  Why would we hide it? 

The reason that I ask the question of how many do you know that are in active, living, relationships with Christ is because most that claim to know Christ, don’t know Him anymore than they know George Bush.

They know of Him, they may even know someone that knows Him, but they can’t claim that they personally know Him.  They can’t claim that they have a close personal relationship with Him.  That’s why I ask.

It may be culturally acceptable to claim Jesus as your homeboy.  It may be personally acceptable to say you are spiritual.  It may even be culturally acceptable to claim you are a Christian, but having a cultural awareness of Christ doesn’t help.

We live in a city that has no problem with your public profession of your faith, so long as you accept every other belief as being true as well.

We live in a culture where it is strongly suggested that we don’t try to proselytize other people.

It is strongly suggested that you don’t say you believe that there is no such thing as “all roads lead to heaven.”  

We live in a culture that does not want to accept any such thing as absolute truth.

Yet we are to be missionaries to these people.  We are to learn their language, their culture and then speak to and through their culture in a language they can understand so that the Gospel is translated.

How that is lived out practically is going to be somewhat different for each of us.

This will be our third point.

III.  God distinguishes between biblical principles and cultural methods 

Paul understood what this meant.  He writes to the church in Corinth and says to them: “I have become all things to all men so that by all possible means I might save some. I do all this for the sake of the gospel, that I may share in its blessings.”  I Corinthians 9:22b-23  

Paul is a Pharisee of Pharisee’s.  He is a devout Jew.  Then God comes in and saves him to send off to the gentiles to preach the Gospel.  The very people that at one point Paul thought were worthless heathens, are now the people that God gives him a heart and passion for leading to Christ.

But Paul does not try to win them over to a Jewish lifestyle, he takes the Gospel alone when he comes to them.  He leaves behind his Jewish customs.

When American missionaries travel to other countries, what do they usually bring with them?  American culture.  

In times past, this was part of the mission.  You would enter into a culture that was less “civilized” than yours and you would bring the Gospel plus your culture.

The indigenous people would not only need to accept the Gospel, but they would also need to accept your music, your literature, your taste in food, your style of dress, your language and a host of other cultural issues that are only from your culture.


It was the Gospel plus program.  If you didn’t adopt this new culture, you were looked at as unsaved and an enemy of the cross.

Many churches get hung up on this issue.  Many churches don’t realize that they do the same thing in our culture.

If you don’t think that there are other cultures in San Diego that speak a different language and have different clothes, food, music, literature, then you haven’t been to Pacific Beach.  

There are so many little tribes and sub-cultures in San Diego, it would be hard to talk about each of them.  We have emo, goth, hip-hop, straight edge, speed metal, just to name a few.  

We also have, the suburb, minivan, soccer moms.  We have the La Jolla, Mercedes, business executives, and so on.  Each of them speak a different dialect than the other.  Each of them have a culture that they find comfortable.

Yet as we would want to learn a new cultures language and rituals and cultural preferences in another country, we fail to see the need for understanding our own cultures in our own country.

We are not to bring our cultural baggage with us when we speak the Gospel.  It should be pure.  We should strive to bring only the pure Gospel which is universal.

We see churches that fall into two categories under principles and methods.

We see one church that sees all things as a principle, which is God’s clear instruction on what we are to be obedient to.  And we see other churches that think all things are a method, which is how we are to live out what God calls us to.

Close fist vs. Open hand

We are called to read our bibles.  That is a principle.  For how long and which kind?  That is a method.

We are called to worship God.  That is a principle.  What instruments and what words?  That is a method.

You are called to love your wife.  That is the principle.  How you are to do that.  That is the method.

You are called to be a praying people.  That is the principle.  For how long and when?  That is the method.

We need to make sure that we don’t shove everything into a principle or leave everything up to personal preference as a method.

That is living missionally.  That is being a missionary.  Living in that tension.

Point 4…

IV.  God warns us of liberal and fundamental Christianity    

Jesus says to us in the High Priestly Prayer-John 17:15-17  “My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one. They are not of the world, even as I am not of it. Sanctify them by the truth: your word is truth.”

Jesus doesn’t ask the Father to remove them from the world.  We just read a few minutes ago that He sends us into the world.  

Yet if you were to live under a fundamentalist view of Christianity, you would have heard over and over again how much you are to distance and separate yourself from the world.

How are we to evangelize if we won’t talk to anyone that is a sinner?

Fundamentalists look at the unsaved as carrying a virus that they can catch.  They are afraid you are going to infect them with sin.

They are so concerned with this that they impose rules and regulations beyond the Gospel to keep you from knowing or being known by unbelievers.

Don’t watch t.v., don’t listen to secular radio, don’t have any secular friends, don’t work for a secular company, do have your hair cut or even wear clothes made by a secular company.

So we create our own little sub-culture.  This is where we mass market Christians with clothes and music, and insurance, and radio, and café’s, and blah, blah, blah…

You name it!  You can even buy little mints that are Christian called-Testaments.  

Feel free to buy your prayer of Jabez coffee mug, key chain, picture frame, pen, notepad, candy and hats!  We have an entire wall of Jabez trinkets for you to purchase.  Amazing.

Yet there is the danger of the other extreme.  Where we are so married to the things of the world that we lose biblical truth.  We are so afraid of offending our friends and co-workers that we never say anything about Jesus. 

Or, we are so liberal in our thinking that claiming Jesus is the only way, the only truth, and the only life, would seem mean spirited.

So we marry the culture and lose the Gospel.

Either one kills the Gospel by legalism, or the other losses it by liberalism.

Both are foreign to the Scriptures.  Neither should be pursued.

The tension of a Christian walking between the line of separation from the culture or marriage to the culture is what we are called to.

We should find ourselves between both.  We should find ourselves asking questions on both sides.

Once you think you have it all figured out, you are almost always wrong!

There is no perfect balance.  At times you will error on one side or the other, but if you are to live missionally it is a problem that you can expect.

It should be a total devotion to Christ, and a total passion for the lost and understanding the culture to communicate Christ to them.

The reason why we need to define what a mission is and what a missionary looks like is because we are not following the age old plan adopted throughout the last 300 years.

I would rather that we focus our resources and energies in the city that God has placed us in than to give money to some American I don’t know in another country.

I am not saying that we are not to support missionaries overseas, but first we need to demonstrate we have the Gospel down here, before we try to bring the Gospel to a culture there.

Kaleo’s mission is to bring this Gospel to San Diego.  It is to kindle the fire of evangelism right here in our own town.  It is to live as a missionary in our own home.  It is to love Jesus so much that we can’t help but tell everyone about Him.

We believe the way that we are to do that is by relationships not events.

Event vs. Process

It is both process and event.

Prayer.

Communion and Tithe.

