Biblical Masculinity

January 18, 2004

Pastor David Fairchild
INTRODUCTION

Let’s just start by saying that you men have been lied to.  Not only have you been lied to, but you have been lied to so long and often, that what I preach to you today may look like the lie, and your lie might feel like the truth.  I pray you let God’s word be the guide to your conscience and not your feelings.
In a quote from Leon Podles, who wrote the book “The Church Impotent” he remarks:

“Women go to church; men go to football games.  Laymen attend church activities because a wife, mother, or girlfriend has pressured them…If a man goes to church, he goes because a woman has wheedled him into what he would normally consider unmanly behavior.  But if he goes voluntarily, he suffers suspicions about his masculinity…A devastating criticism of Christianity is many men see it not only as irrelevant, but as effeminate…As one man put it, ‘life is a football game, with men fighting it out on the gridiron, while the minister is up in the grandstands, explaining it to the ladies.’”
There are several images of masculine men behind me that other men have great respect and admiration for, even if they are only movie characters. 

Why do we respect these men?  What attribute about their masculinity causes women to blush and the men to look up to these kind of men?

Before we give that answer, we need to do some history of our culture over the last 3 centuries to show you how we got where we are today.

How Did We Get Here?

The demise of the role of biblical men can be traced back to several mega-shifts that took place in Western society during the 18th and 19th centuries. 

A “mega-shift” is a radical change that alters a culture or society to such a degree that it becomes something new and different.

The Industrial Revolution

Sociologically speaking, the industrial revolution of the 18th and 19th centuries was a shift which uprooted millions of people from their ancestral homes and rural churches and plunged them into inner-city slums that were ruled by crime, poverty, filth, ignorance and alcohol abuse and immorality.

People often worked 12-16 hour days, seven days a week. Even the children were treated as slaves to their industrial master.

The churches were few and attendance was scarce. An entire generation grew up that had never been in a church or sat under Gospel preaching. People sinned boldly and cursed God while they did so.

Darwinianism

Philosophically speaking, Darwin’s theory of evolution gave people the excuse to live however they pleased. It led to the rise of secular humanism which openly denied there was any God to even be referred to as “Father.”
The Church’s Condition

Ecclesiastically speaking, the Christian Church became more interested in buildings, numbers, and money than solid doctrinal preaching. As a direct result, they failed to preach and teach the whole counsel of God. Discussions and teaching of theology and doctrine were replaced with the pursuit of entertainment and carnal business models. 

The Root Cause

While all these things contributed to the loss of the role of masculine men, the main reason was the Liberalism in the 19th century. To put it bluntly, liberal theology proclaimed that God was not a “Father” and therefore, we shouldn’t emphasize the role of “father” as being as important as we once had.

A typical liberal clergyman from that period would preach, “There is no hell. God is too loving and mothering, too good for any divine judgment to take place. As a matter of fact, God is the Father or Mother of all mankind; all men are the children of God.”

The God of Liberalism was often pictured as being so loving that He/She would never hurt a fly. Because He/She, was simply too caring to do so.

All the so-called “hard” attributes of God, such as His power, justice, holiness, righteousness, judgment, and any other attributes which were masculine or “threatening” were tossed from God’s nature. Only the “soft” attributes such as love and mercy were preached.
It was a movement of systematic feminization of men that sought to undermine biblical roles and responsibilities for the man.

SYSTEMATIC FEMINIZATION
Feminization of the Scriptures
There are some today who would like to make the Bible gender neutral. They would like to remove all the references to God as Father. 

God, in their edited version, would become our divine parent 

instead of our heavenly Father.

It is not an accident that God has been revealed to us as Father. 

God wants to be known as Father.

There is no doubt in my mind that He does. To think that God would deny the truth of who He is to accommodate the thinking of a culture is to accuse God of duplicity. 

To assign the reason God is known as Father to the mistaken assumptions of the biblical writers is to deny the total inspiration of the Scriptures. 

God intentionally revealed Himself as Father because He is Father. 

Father reveals something of His nature and character, something He wants us to understand.

We live in an age where masculinity has been depreciated. There is no doubt that the biblical understanding of each of our roles is under constant attack. 

The radical feminists would have us believe that the real problem with society is men. To them the idea of a biblical family headed by a masculine man is a setback for women and for society. 

Into this culture, God as Father still speaks through His word. He declares the vital importance of being a father and honoring fatherhood.

The Feminization of God

The next step was only logical. God was now recast into the mold of being a divine “Mother” instead of a divine “Father.” It is no surprise to find that the process of the feminization of God began in the 19th century when God was reduced to a sentimental blob of ethereal “love.” 

It was not long before liberals, cultists, occultists were praying to the “Mother God” instead of God the Father. For example, Mary Baker Eddy, the founder of Christian Science, preached that we should address the divine Mind as a “Mother-God.” She was later followed by such radical feminists as Mary Daly who openly called for the castration of the Father and the Son!
From New Thought to New Age

The feminization of God from a “father” into a “mother” became part of the 19th century movement called the “New Though.” But, as we all know, old heresies never die; they just change names. Thus the “New Thought” movement of the 19th century became the “New Age” movement of the 20th century.

The teachings of both movements were embraced by the liberal theologians who controlled the seminaries and colleges in mainline Protestant denominations.

Today the theology of the Christian Science Church, New Thought, and the New Age Movement have taken over most mainline liberal Protestant schools and churches.

Modern liberal theologians assume that “god” is whatever you want “he,” “she” or “it” to be. In other words, whatever “god” makes you “feel good” about yourself is acceptable. The only god that is “bad” is the God of the Bible. Any other god will do but the One revealed in Scripture.

Mother or Father

Feminist theologians claim that referring to God as “Father” hurts the self-image of women. If this were true, then referring to God as “Mother” would likewise hurt the self-image of men. Men and women will have to worship different deities!

God cannot be reduced to what makes us feel warm and fuzzy! The attempt to create a goddess or god in our own image is futile as well as blasphemous. 

The Feminization of Jesus

During the 19th century, Jesus was feminized. Several famous paintings of Christ became popular which depicted Him as weak, effeminate, white European male with a pale complexion and long hair set in a womanly manner. 

None of these portraits of Christ looked like someone who could have survived in the wilderness for forty days without food!

Jesus was no longer viewed as someone who was so strong and virile that He commanded the allegiance of other men. He did not look like someone who had been a carpenter for many years or who was strong enough to knock over tables of the money-changers and drive them out of the temple. 

The Feminization of Hymns

The historic hymns of the Christian Church were strong in doctrine and majestic in style. They emphasized God’s sovereignty, power and judgment as well as His love and mercy. But, after the rise of liberalism, a whole new generation of Hymns were written which were often marked by romantic terminology, erotic expressions, and gushy sentimentality. Many of these hymns were written by well meaning single Christian women, which was conveyed in their depiction of Christ.

The hymns of the historical church were marked by strong doctrinal content and majestic style, the hymns of today have become generally shallow in content, sticky sweet in terminology, and sloppy in style. 

So it is no surprise to find that men that were strong and were not perceived as effeminate were not interested and are not interested in our current culture. Men feel uncomfortable thinking of a romantic love to an effeminate “sweet” Jesus.

So the mega-shift, produces churches of softened men, that are even few in numbers. Most churches have 2 to 3 times the ministry of woman then men. Most churches are split 65/35, women/men, in numbers of regular attendees.

Most churches programs are focused on children and women, with no focus on men, because there is no biblical focus on men being men, or fathers being fathers.

Masculine Pastors

Before all of this occurred, pastors were viewed as being strong men who preached strong sermons and who had strong ministries. They were soldiers, judges, mayors, hunters, and pioneers as well as preachers. They were not afraid to stand up for the truth.

Throughout church history, many pastors died in battle defending their home, their church, and their nation. 

The Swiss reformer Zwingli died in battle after leading his people in the defense of their lives and liberties from an invading army.

The great Oliver Cromwell and his army of godly Puritans included men such as John Owen.

The Puritans and the Pilgrims always had “fighting pastors” who did not hesitate to take up arms when needed. In the American Revolution, the clergy were at the forefront of the battle. Several of the outstanding generals in Washington’s army were clergymen.

In a famous Lutheran Church near Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, after the pastor preached his Sunday morning sermon, he opened his gown to reveal that he had on a soldier’s uniform. He was answering Washington’s call to become one of his generals. When he called for volunteers to follow him into battle, most of the men in his congregation rose up and went into battle with their pastor.

In short, a pastor’s masculinity was never put to question. He was not passive or a wimp in the face of evil. He was a “real” man in the popular meaning of the word.

Feminized Pastors

With the rise of liberalism, the role of “pastor” was feminized. Clergymen were discouraged from all “manly” activities, and it became “unseemly” for a clergyman to hunt or fish, fight in war, hold a political office, or even physically defend himself and teach his boys to do the same.

His place was now restricted to the parlor where he read poetry to the Ladies’ Afternoon Literary Society. He was no longer feared or respected. He was now “sweet” just like his “sweet” buddy Jesus.

As a result, a new picture of “pastors” in the 19th century literature was written about. Pastors were held up to ridicule and described in various novels and short stories as weak and effeminate. They wore fancy clothes and spent their time going to teas for bored women. They were scorned as sissies and pansies.

During the Civil War, for the first time in American history, clergymen were forbidden by law from fighting on the front lines with their men. Even today, our chaplains are not allowed to fight. They are denied the right to fight for their God and for their country.

If today, pastors get involved in politics, liberals will accuse them of “mixing politics and religion.” They are told that it is not “right” for them to get involved in such issues. 

Sissy Sermons

As the role of Pastors grew more effeminate in character, their preaching styles and the men that they attracted began to change. The bold, strong, virile doctrinal preaching of the Puritans-who were not afraid to warn people of their role of men- was now looked upon as unkind, unloving, and worst of all, insensitive to people’s feelings.

People wanted soothing sermons and “quiet talks” about love. Doctrinal preaching was no longer acceptable. Strong theology and bold preaching became out of fashion for pastors.

Any Pastor who as bold and assertive when dealing with sin and heresy was condemned as “unloving.”

People also no longer wanted sermons that made them think! Instead, they wanted sermons that men them feel warm and happy. To raise your voice or to pound on the pulpit was no longer acceptable. The use of logic and argumentation in sermons was and is frowned upon. 

Today, if a pastor is strong and outspoken in his preaching and pasturing, he will be accused of pride and beaten down with accusations that he isn’t loving or kind or sensitive to people feelings. 

The glory of God and biblical truth have been so hidden by church growth techniques that focus only on the felt needs of the people in the community.

Today, giving people what they want is more important than obeying God and preaching His truth.

Is it any wonder then, that our men no longer can think, no longer know the bible, no longer pastor their wives and children, no longer are able to defend their home, no longer can be a godly example to their children so as to teach their boys how to be men and the girls to marry a man that has these same qualities?

Godly young men are hard to come by because godly pastors, godly fathers and godly families are almost non-existent. The mantle of responsibility is upon the fathers of past generations and is now upon the fathers of this generation.
The History of Men in Scripture

Contrary to the desires of those who want our men to be emasculated, the entirety of our history in the Scriptures we are again and again reminded of masculinity.

Scripture was written by men who were inspired by the Holy Spirit. These men worshipped the God of their fathers Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. These men knew that God had made women equal yet distinctively different. 
The Old Testament is filled with men who are kings, warriors, fathers, priests, prophets, teachers, farmers, and the like. Additionally Jesus came from the Father as a man who was the Son of God and is coming again, according to Revelation, as a dragon slaying warrior with a sword in His hand to mete out justice against the enemies of God and their leader, the Dragon Satan. 
And, throughout the pages of the New Testament there are repeated metaphors to the church as an offensive force storming the gates of hell, an army battling evil, a team disciplining itself for competition, etc.
Men of Proverbs

Proverbs is a book written by older men (particularly a father) to younger men (particularly a son) for the purpose of rising up masculine men. 
It’s imperative for us to investigate biblical masculinity if Proverbs is to make any sense to the greatly deceived mind of our age.

Proverbs is written to help boy become men.  Age makes no difference, you can be an old boy, or a young man.  Maturity in your spiritual walk will determine whether you are still a boy, or if you are a biblical man.

Boys must be groomed into men from the Scriptures.  This is the entire purpose of the book of proverbs.
Our Triune God-equal yet different

As I mentioned in the Biblical femininity message, an improper understanding of the Trinity, leads to an improper understanding of our roles.


We have been created in the image of God.  We have been created male and female.  God was not confused in His order of creation.  

We know that God is One and yet has three persons, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Each with a role, each with a dominion and each equal with one another.

The same is true for men and women.  We are created equal before God, yet with different roles and dominions.  We become one in our union within a covenant before God, and yet we, like the trinity, are one, equal, yet different in our roles.

5 Characteristics of a Biblical Man

We will start by stating that there are 5 Characteristics that are unique to biblical men.

I.  God’s men are INITIATORS
Physiologically, emotionally, intellectually, and spiritually men must initiate.  Turn with me to Genesis.
Genesis 2:5-9 5 before any plant of the field was in the earth and before any herb of the field had grown. For the LORD God had not caused it to rain on the earth, and there was no man to till the ground; 6 but a mist went up from the earth and watered the whole face of the ground. 7 And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living being. 8  The LORD God planted a garden eastward in Eden, and there He put the man whom He had formed. 9 And out of the ground the LORD God made every tree grow that is pleasant to the sight and good for food. The tree of life was also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.
There is no Eve at this point in history, only Adam.  Why did God not co-create Adam and Eve at the same time?  Because Adam is by design and calling the initiator in God’s plan of the two sexes.

Genesis 2:15-17 15 Then the LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to tend and keep it. 16  And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, "Of every tree of the garden you may freely eat; 17 "but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die."
God put Adam in the garden to cultivate and keep it.  He commanded Adam not to eat of the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil.  He didn’t instruct Eve directly.  In fact, Adam would be responsible for telling Eve what God commanded.  He had to take initiative with Eve to teach her.

Genesis 2:18-20 18 And the LORD God said, "It is not good that man should be alone; I will make him a helper comparable to him." 19 Out of the ground the LORD God formed every beast of the field and every bird of the air, and brought them to Adam to see what he would call them. And whatever Adam called each living creature, that was its name. 20 So Adam gave names to all cattle, to the birds of the air, and to every beast of the field. But for Adam there was not found a helper comparable to him.
God created Adam to be the initiator, but he was unable to complete the work of God without the woman.  He would need a woman to “be fruitful and multiply” and to “subdue the earth and take dominion over the earth, including the animal and plant kingdoms.  
The Scriptures are clear that Adam would need a complimentary helpmate to fulfill his responsibilities.  Adam was designed incomplete with a need for a partner.

Genesis 2:21-25  21 And the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall on Adam, and he slept; and He took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh in its place. 22 Then the rib which the LORD God had taken from man He made into a woman, and He brought her to the man. 23 And Adam said: "This is now bone of my bones And flesh of my flesh; She shall be called Woman, Because she was taken out of Man." 24 Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and they shall become one flesh. 25 And they were both naked, the man and his wife, and were not ashamed.
God creates from the side of Adam, a woman who is a perfect compliment to Adam.  
God brought her to the man.  This was God saying “I have made her for you.”  This man and woman, vs. 24 says, would become one flesh as husband and wife.  As Adam and Eve make love, they become one, and that oneness allows them to fulfill the calling of God on their lives as husband and wife.

In vs. 24 the man leaves, by taking initiative, his mother and father, while a woman is given into marriage by her father.  

1. Initiators are responsible for “making things happen.”

Doing nothing is a sin for the man.  Initiating is first and foremost directed towards the Lord.  He must initiate in worship, confession, repentance, prayer, study and obedience to the Word of God.

2. Initiators take greater risks.

Does the front line get hit first?  Yes it does.  Whether it is at war or in courtship, the initiator will get hurt first and worst.  A man is to initiate with a woman if he is interested, stating his intention.  She can (and often does and should) turn down the advances of the man.  He learns to deal with rejection.  This means men must be trained for taking risk emotionally, socially, and spiritually.  A man must be able to endure the pain of rejection, hurt, and harm.  Nothing must turn that man away from his calling to initiate throughout his life.

3. Initiators can’t use excuses for their failure to initiate.
When Adam and Eve sin, who does God call for?  Why?  Because it was Adam’s responsibility to initiate and obey the Lord.  It was also his responsibility to inform and guide Eve as the man.  He did neither and was a passive coward.  God calls him on the carpet first to ask what he had done.  How does Adam respond?  He blames God, then the woman.  God allows no excuses for not being men and initiating.

Our culture is filled with passive men that make excuses for their lack of initiating.  Usually we blame someone else for our failures because we don’t want to admit we are like Adam, a passive coward that allows Satan to declare war on His God, and His wife, while doing nothing.

If our men are passive in this church, the same thing will happen to your home and our church family is it did in the garden.  
II.  God’s Men are PROVIDERS
In the creation account, Adam is given the responsibility to cultivate and keep the garden before the fall.
This was, in part, for the provision of his family’s needs.  After the fall, the curse that God brought upon his family touched his arena for provision.  The curse affected his ability to provide for the needs of his family.  He would provide only by the sweat of his brow!

I Timothy 5:8 8 But if anyone does not provide for his own, and especially for those of his household, he has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever.
Does this mean that a man can’t get laid off, or find himself ever unemployed?  No.  It means if a man doesn’t provide for the necessities of his house, he has given up his role.  It doesn’t mean that you now can’t afford that H2 you bought.  Or the 8 bedroom house, and now you are not providing.  

Often ladies think a man doesn’t provide if he doesn’t buy you diamonds and take you out to steak and lobster every night.  This is speaking of a man providing the needs for his family. 

Is there an epidemic of men who no longer provide for the needs of their wives and children.  Yes.  And then they ask the wife to get a job.

Jesus says to us “Man does not live on bread alone, but by every Word that proceeds from the mouth of God.”  Your wife and child don’t just have a need in their stomach, they have a need in their soul for providing God’s word in your home.

Men have been given the responsibility to provide the Word to the world, starting at their own family.

Today our society is filled with men who CONSUME, not PROVIDE for the needs of the women and children.  Men need to learn to go with less so that others can have more of what they really need.  This is called sacrifice.

Why was Jesus so ticked in John 2.  Who’s responsibility was it that the Temple was not defiled?  It was the man’s job!  He was a lazy worshipper, that allowed Satan to slither in while he sat back like a coward and did nothing.

III.  God’s men are SAGES 
Proverbs 4:1-9 1 Hear, my children, the instruction of a father, And give attention to know understanding; 2 For I give you good doctrine: Do not forsake my law. 3 When I was my father's son, Tender and the only one in the sight of my mother, 4 He also taught me, and said to me: "Let your heart retain my words; Keep my commands, and live. 5 Get wisdom! Get understanding! Do not forget, nor turn away from the words of my mouth. 6 Do not forsake her, and she will preserve you; Love her, and she will keep you. 7 Wisdom is the principal thing; Therefore get wisdom. And in all your getting, get understanding. 8 Exalt her, and she will promote you; She will bring you honor, when you embrace her. 9 She will place on your head an ornament of grace; A crown of glory she will deliver to you."
Sages are men who are honored for their maturity, experience, judgment, and wisdom.  

Sages are the gatekeepers of society that bring wisdom, not foolishness, for the good of others and the glory of God.  He whole of proverbs helps us see this quality.  

Wisdom is the SKILL of living by the promises and commands of God so that God’s name is established throughout the earth.  

2 Timothy 2:15 15 Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.
Men must diligently study the Scriptures to have any wisdom, and impact on the world they live in.

Fools sit back and do nothing, and in so doing they disobey God.  Sages delight in God’s Word.

IV.  God’s men are WARRIORS
Many assume that masculine men would care less for the welfare of women.

In the book of Judges, a woman is raped and the regions where the men who raped her were staying would not give up the guilty parties, so they went to war and killed 25,000 men from the tribe of Benjamin because of what they had done.
God’s men know what it means to fight for truth and for justice when they are called to.

Revelation 19:11-21 11 Now I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse. And He who sat on him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and makes war. 12 His eyes were like a flame of fire, and on His head were many crowns. He had a name written that no one knew except Himself. 13 He was clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His name is called The Word of God. 14 And the armies in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and clean, followed Him on white horses. 15 Now out of His mouth goes a sharp sword, that with it He should strike the nations. And He Himself will rule them with a rod of iron. He Himself treads the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. 16 And He has on His robe and on His thigh a name written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS. 17 Then I saw an angel standing in the sun; and he cried with a loud voice, saying to all the birds that fly in the midst of heaven, "Come and gather together for the supper of the great God, 18 "that you may eat the flesh of kings, the flesh of captains, the flesh of mighty men, the flesh of horses and of those who sit on them, and the flesh of all people, free and slave, both small and great." 19 And I saw the beast, the kings of the earth, and their armies, gathered together to make war against Him who sat on the horse and against His army. 20 Then the beast was captured, and with him the false prophet who worked signs in his presence, by which he deceived those who received the mark of the beast and those who worshiped his image. These two were cast alive into the lake of fire burning with brimstone. 21 And the rest were killed with the sword which proceeded from the mouth of Him who sat on the horse. And all the birds were filled with their flesh.
Here is Jesus with a Sword on a war horse, His eyes like fire, with a tattoo on His leg, and a robe dipped in blood, come to kill all of our and God’s enemies.

This Jesus doesn’t sound like the tie die shirt wearing hippie, that the liberal scholars would have you believe.  He isn’t a limp wrested poor old buddy that can’t seem to get a victory because we stand in His way.  He is King of Kings and Lord of Lords!  

And when He comes back, He comes as a warrior to fight for all that is ultimately true and right and good.

Are you men willing to lost your lives for the good of others and the glory of God?  Have you surrendered your life?  Have you settled in your mind that your own safety is not as important as the safety of women, children, and the afflicted of this world?  Jesus shows us His scars to prove to us what He has done.  Are you willing to get scarred fighting as a warrior for the Lord?  If not, then there is a good possibility you have yet to come to full submission and total surrender from your own needs and wants so that you can fully follow Christ.  
This is not chest beating to prove your strength physically.  This must come from within the man.  It must come from God’s Spirit dwelling in Him.

1 Timothy 1:18-19 18 This charge I commit to you, son Timothy, according to the prophecies previously made concerning you, that by them you may wage the good warfare, 19 having faith and a good conscience, which some having rejected, concerning the faith have suffered shipwreck,
This is a warfare that primarily done spiritually and only at last result is done physically.

Ephesians 6:12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places
Lastly,

V.  God’s men are MENTORS
God’s men realize that today may be the last day of their lives.  So they desire to live for the next generation, whether through their own kids or other people.
Most men live only for today.  This is not how the Scriptures teach us to live.  Paul tells timothy to see life beyond himself:
2 Timothy 2:2 2 And the things that you have heard from me among many witnesses, commit these to faithful men who will be able to teach others also.
This means for fathers, that you need to mentor your own children in the faith.  You can’t give the job away to a youth pastor or teacher.  The responsibility is yours.

Proverbs 4:1-4 1 Hear, my children, the instruction of a father, And give attention to know understanding; 2 For I give you good doctrine: Do not forsake my law. 3 When I was my father's son, Tender and the only one in the sight of my mother, 4 He also taught me, and said to me: "Let your heart retain my words; Keep my commands, and live.
What will your heritage be?  A Godly one?  Or will your sin pass on to the next generation because you were selfish and did not initiate, lazy and did not provide, foolish and could not be a sage, a coward and refused to be a warrior, and willfully ignorant and could not be a mentor to anyone.

Sins of Weak Men
Week men will usually commit three common sins:

ABUSE their manhood

Proverbs 14:16-17 16 A wise man fears and departs from evil, But a fool rages and is self-confident. 17 A quick-tempered man acts foolishly, And a man of wicked intentions is hated.
AVOID their manhood
Proverbs 3:27 Do not withhold good from those to whom it is due, When it is in the power of your hand to do so.
ABANDON their manhood
Proverbs 2:12-15 12 To deliver you from the way of evil, From the man who speaks perverse things, 13 From those who leave the paths of uprightness To walk in the ways of darkness; 14 Who rejoice in doing evil, And delight in the perversity of the wicked; 15 Whose ways are crooked, And who are devious in their paths;
How to Become God’s Man:  Initiator, Provider, Sage, Warrior, and Mentor

1. Confess your sin of abusing, avoiding, or abandoning your manhood.  Turn to Jesus Christ with your sin.  He is our Redeemer and Restorer of masculinity to men and femininity to women.

2. Resolve to initiate.  Address your fear, anger, and any other barrier that keeps you from initiating with God and others.  You may need to rethink your entire life in terms of what God’s word says.  Ask yourself if you are willing to abandon your past views and rebuild upon the foundation of God’s Word in Christ.  

3. Call other men to be men.  Don’t try to do this on your own.  You will fail.

4. Read the Scriptures, especially Proverbs daily.  Absorb what it says to you.  Allow yourself to be conformed by its wisdom and not the worlds.

Next week:  Biblical Husbands.

Let’s pray.

Communion and tithe
