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INTRODUCTION
We are going to be jumping into the book of Jonah for the next four weeks and then on to Philippians.
This small book is going to tell us much about ourselves, our prejudice, God’s sovereignty, and God’s message that He has given for us to bring to a people that do not know Him.

There are three kinds of people in this story: 

There are those that know God and have been given God’s will, and instead of following God’s will, try to run from God out of pride, or out of fear, or simply willful, obstinate disobedience because God’s ways seem harder than what you would have chosen for yourself.  

There are also those in this story that look religious.  They have an air of spirituality and piety.  They appear to pray more, and even look more moral than the child of God.  They seem zealous for God, but their zeal is misguided and their worship is to a god that exists only in their imagination.  They have constructed a god that allows them to feel righteous, to feel religious, and have as the Apostle Paul says a “form of godliness, but deny its power…”
Last there are those that are in open sinful disobedience to God.  They don’t know Him; don’t want to know Him, the hate Him and His people.  They have no illusions of righteousness, nor is there a desire to be righteous or godly.  Their sin is obvious, and their sin is bold.
So whether your sin is as God’s child, or your sin is as one that pretends to be God’s child, or your sin has no delusion of being God’s child, this book is for you.  Because ultimately we all run, we all hide, and we all fool ourselves into thinking that God will not see us or pursue us.

And really, the theme of the book of Jonah is the theme of the entire Bible- it is sin and grace.  Sin is running and hiding from God, and grace is God’s pursuit, out of love, until He finds us and overtakes us.
This book is a book of Jonah running and God pursuing, Jonah sinning and God giving Him grace that is undeserved and is not sought as He hunts Jonah down as a loving parent who is saving His child from self-destruction.
Let’s read.

STUDY

1 Now the word of the LORD came to Jonah the son of Amittai, saying, 
God’s word comes to Jonah.  

How many of you believe, or have believed, that if God spoke directly to you that you would believe in Him and follow Him more closely?

Let’s see if this is true of our nature.

God gives Jonah a command.

2 "Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and cry out against it; for their wickedness has come up before Me." 
God first tells Jonah to “arise,” get up, get on your feet.  Then God gives him a command to “go.” And then God gives Him the direction He wants to go…Nineveh!  And not just go to Nineveh, but to go as His prophet, but to “cry out against” the Ninevites because of their wicked sin that God detests.
Jonah, get up, pack your bible, head off to Nineveh and tell them that I’m sick of their sinning, sick of their way of life, and they need to stop.
Jonah has never left Israel and the last and only other message that God had given to Jonah was in II Kings 14:24, which was a message of undeserved blessings upon the people of God.  His ministry up to this point was local and it was easy.  Everyone loves a prophet that declares God’s blessings upon them.  

As the word of the Lord came to Jonah I’m sure there was anticipation that the message would be much the same.  He would go comfortably to his people and tell them God was going to bless them again, and the people would welcome and applaud his message.

God has different plans.  No comfort, no message of prosperity, no assurance of his safety, and bring this message to the enemies of God’s people.
Nineveh is a horrible place.  It was located in the nation of Assyria.  If you know anything about the Assyrians, they were godless, bloodthirsty, ruthless people.  And this was during the 8th Century B.C., when another prophet Nahum was also preaching God’s word.  

If you read the book of Nahum, it tells us a list of some of the things the Assyrians were doing during this period of time.  There were such murderers that the streets were lined with dead bodies that you would have to step over.  They were heavy into prostitution and witchcraft, and they would take the babies of the enemies they conquered and dash their heads on rocks and kill them, then they would rape the women and take them to be sex slaves.
These people were godless, brutal, vile and violent people that hated the Israelites, and the God of the Israelites.  On three occasions before this message was given to Jonah, they had attempted to destroy God’s people and wipe them from the face of the earth. 


According to Isaiah, they are known for tremendous pride and arrogance.  Nineveh was the last of their great capital cities of Assyria and had about 500,000 or more people that lived there.  In this time, it was a huge city.  
It was surrounded by a 10 story wall that was wide enough to have three chariots race next to each other around the wall.  It was massive.

They could grow crops and raise cattle in the city and were totally self-sufficient.

The Assyrians thought they were unable to be seized, that they could not loose in military battle, and were so prideful that they refused to engage in any kind of diplomatic negotiations with their enemies.  
They tried to act godlike on earth by flexing their power.

This is like one of us sitting at home watching T.V. and God tells you to get up, catch a plane to Afghanistan and tell Osama Bin Laden that God is sick of what he’s doing and he needs to stop.

It’s like hearing from God the command to set off for Iraq before the war started and telling Saddam Hussein that judgment is coming and they should stop what their doing and repent and ask forgiveness from God.  God hates the way they are doing business, He hates the way they treat people, He hates the way they run their families and they need to stop or get destroyed.
As a matter of fact, Nineveh was next to the Tigris River in what is now Iraq.  The city of Mosul in Iraq is right across the river from Nineveh, just a few hours from Baghdad.
If you have read the story of Noah in Genesis, you remember there were three sons Noah had; Shem, Ham, and Japheth.  

One night Noah gets drunk and passes out naked.  Ham finds him and instead of covering his father’s sin, he ridicules him by telling his brother Shem and Japheth.  Shem and Japheth, in a story of how we are to cover each others sins in love, take a garment and walk in backwards and lay it over their father to cover him.  
Noah awakes and realizes what his son Ham has done, and curses his bloodline and blesses his other sons.  From Ham’s bloodline comes Cush, Mizraim, Put and Canaan.  And from Cush comes Nimrod who is known for being a mighty warrior. 
This warrior built several cities, one of them was Babel which is well known, and of all the cities Nimrod built, Nineveh was one of the greatest.  Like Babel, it is in complete defiance to God.
And so the prophet is given the task of rising to his feet and heading off to preach God’s message.

This is like sticking Mr. Rodger who wants to be your neighbor in Compton and telling Him to preach to the Crips and the Bloods God’s judgment.

So God tells Jonah, what to do, where to go, what to say, and why He wants him to say it.  


For each of you God has done the same.  He has told you what to do, where to go, what to say, and why He wants you to say it.  If you read God’s word, it is replete with commands, instruction, a specific message of the Gospel to be given to all people, and the reason why we are to be interested and obedient..for God’s glory.

What do we do with those instructions?

What did Jonah do?
3 But Jonah arose to flee to Tarshish from the presence of the LORD. He went down to Joppa, and found a ship going to Tarshish; so he paid the fare, and went down into it, to go with them to Tarshish from the presence of the LORD.
Did Jonah rise?  Yes. 

Did Jonah go where God asked?  No.

(Map) Nineveh is east, guess where Tarshish is?  West, far west.  It is as far as your money and a boat would travel during this time.  It was in Southern Spain, the end of the world for Jonah.  

Jonah does what most of us do when we sin, we run for our lives, thinking God won’t find us.

If ever there were a time of sinful stupidity this is one of them.  It mirrors Adam’s story in the garden when they sinned against God, instead of following God’s explicit instruction, they hide amongst the trees hoping God won’t see them.

If this does not prove that sin breeds stupidity, I don’t know what will.

Jonah does what many of us have done, and what many of us are doing today.  He runs from God.

Let me just offer some words of wisdom to you if you are running….You will never be able to hide from the Sovereign, omniscient eye of God.  God has and will always see you exactly where you are and what you are doing it.  There is no escape from that reality.

Jonah is hoping that this boat will take him from God’s sight and he will be able to sin in peace.

Jonah responds to God’s command in disobedience, and now God responds to Jonah’s disobedience and demonstrates His sovereignty over nature in verse 4.
4 But the LORD sent out a great wind on the sea, and there was a mighty tempest on the sea, so that the ship was about to be broken up. 5 Then the mariners were afraid; and every man cried out to his god, and threw the cargo that was in the ship into the sea, to lighten the load. But Jonah had gone down into the lowest parts of the ship, had lain down, and was fast asleep. 
Jonah finds a ship to run from God, he sets off to sail, and now those that are on the ship are in danger because of his sin.

God’s command to the wind obeys Him and chases the ship to the point of it almost coming apart.

Does this sound fair?  They didn’t do anything and now their life is in danger because of the sin of someone that was supposed to be God’s servant.  They don’t know God, but because of Jonah’s actions they might die.

This shows us the communal nature of sin as it places in danger those around us.  People assume that when we sin, it is only between ourselves and God.  Is this true in this story?  No.  Sin affects those around us.  Paul says to the Corinthians that “if one member suffers, all members suffer...”  
We are connected as God’s people to one another and we are connected to all people in our society.  When we sin, everyone pays in some way for that sin.  Whether it is emotional, or spiritual, or physical, or financial, we are affected by each others sin.

These men are staring at death.  If they are husbands, their wives are going to be widows.  If they are fathers, their children are going to be orphans.  All because of the sin of one man running from God.

We never sin in isolation because we are not isolated people.  

And how does the prophet of God feel about all of this?  Is he wringing his hands in guilt?  Is he depressed over his decision to fell from God and cause harm to these men?  No…he’s sleeping soundly!

You may be just like Jonah.   You may be the man or woman that is sinning and causing others to suffer from your sin, while you put your head on your pillow and rest like a baby.
Let me ask you a question…who looks more righteous and moral right now, those that don’t know God or the one that is supposed to?

These men are praying to their God’s, they are aware of the danger, they are taking action to save the ship and each other, and Jonah is asleep.

You would assume that the child of God would act more righteous, be more concerned, or out pray the heathen.  This assumption usually brings with it the strange idea that God’s prophets or God’s people are sin free and always morally out-do the non-believer.
Are Mormons nice people?  Do Jehovah’s Witnesses evangelize?  Are Buddhists gentle and kind?  Yes.  But does that doesn’t mean they know God.

Here they are calling on their gods and nothing is happening.  No reply, no calming of the sea, no answer to their prayer for safety.

So….

6 So the captain came to him, and said to him, "What do you mean, sleeper? Arise, call on your God; perhaps your God will consider us, so that we may not perish." 
Our gods are doing jack about this.  Get up and pray to your God, maybe He’ll answer you!  Maybe He’ll have pity on us so we don’t die.  Do something!

Verse 7-

7 And they said to one another, "Come, let us cast lots, that we may know for whose cause this trouble has come upon us." So they cast lots, and the lot fell on Jonah. 
God is sovereign in calling Jonah, God is sovereign over the wind that drives the boat and stirs the sea, and God is sovereign over the dice.
Proverbs 16:33 says The lot is cast into the lap, But its every decision is from the LORD.

8 Then they said to him, "Please tell us! For whose cause is this trouble upon us? What is your occupation? And where do you come from? What is your country? And of what people are you?" 
Could these men have treated Jonah more poorly?  Yes, they could have taken him and chuck him into the sea right there, but instead they ask him to tell why this is happening to them.  

They want to know what he does, and from what country and what people does he come from.

I can imagine that there is a degree of fear as they ask the question.

9 So he said to them, "I am a Hebrew; and I fear the LORD, the God of heaven, who made the sea and the dry land."

At this point is Jonah theologically incorrect in anything he’s said?  No.  He knows who he is, he knows who God is and who made and controls the sea and the land.

Jonah knows God, and if Jonah knows God why is he running?  Simple, he doesn’t like what God has said.  It’s that simple.  He doesn’t like what God has asked of him.

I said on the outset of this study that there are some people that are religious, and spiritual, but that don’t know God.  I mentioned that these people may even look more like God’s people, than do God’s people.

Then there are those that know God, and simply don’t like what He’s saying and so they sin by running from Him.  This is Jonah!

He knows what he’s to do, he knows what God has said, and he knows he can’t outrun God.  But does he try?  Yes.  Do you try?
You know what He has said, you know what He has asked of you, you know what you are to do, yet you run.  Why?  Because you don’t like what He said.  So you foolishly try to outrun God.  You won’t read His word, you wont’ be around His people, you won’t pray, you won’t go to Church…you are running. 

So many times I have sat with someone that is broken and in despair, and I have asked: are you praying, are you reading His word, are you in fellowship?  Guess what answer I usually get.  No!  

So I ask; do you know you should?  Guess what the answer is.  Yes!

So you know you should do these things but you won’t anyway?  Yep, that’s it.  Why?  Because I don’t like what He says.

We’re Jonah, we just don’t like what He said and so we run.

God says to love your neighbor- you don’t like that.  God says to love your enemies- you don’t like that.  God says to consider others better than yourself- you don’t like that.  God says to make disciples of all nations, including our own- you don’t like that.  NEITHER DID JONAH!

Sometimes we play little games by saying “do the Scriptures really mean that?”  Yes!  That’s just another form of running.  It’s running academically..it’s running analytically, but it’s running and rebelling against God.

10 Then the men were exceedingly afraid, and said to him, "Why have you done this?" For the men knew that he fled from the presence of the LORD, because he had told them. 11  Then they said to him, "What shall we do to you that the sea may be calm for us?" -for the sea was growing more tempestuous. 
Not only is he running, but he is bold enough to tell everyone.  Yep..I’m running from God, can I get a lift?

These men are freaked.  Not only is this guy running, but he’s running from God, not only for a god, but from the Hebrew God who created all things and sustains all things in His own hand.  This is the God that parted the Red Sea that caused a worldwide flood, that caused plagues and has wreaked havoc on His enemies and this is the God who is chasing Jonah! 

Do you think they were afraid?  Of course they were.  They have probably heard the dreadful stories of this God as they talked about their own history.  So they asked him “why have you done this?”  Good question.  Jonah, do you know who you’re dealing with?  Why have you done this to yourself and to us?

The sea is beginning to get worse so they ask Jonah what to do to calm it down.

12 And he said to them, "Pick me up and throw me into the sea; then the sea will become calm for you. For I know that this great tempest is because of me." 
Jonah basically says to hand him over to God.  He knows it’s his fault, and he knows that in the churning and blackness of the sea, there needs to be a sacrifice made, and he needs to be that sacrifice.  His rebellion is his own fault and he knows it.

He finally comes to a place of sobriety.  He sees the waves crashing over the ship, he sees the men about to die, and he realizes that he can’t run anymore.  God has pursued him and overtaken him and it’s time to confess what he has done and take responsibility.

He doesn’t blame God, he doesn’t blame the Ninevites, he doesn’t blame the sailors for not being able to save him…he blames himself and is ready to deal with what he has done and the storm that he has caused.

Are you hearing this?????
This is the key to this story.  This is the hinge that swings Jonah around to where he needs to be.  He owns his sin, and he makes no excuses for it.  

We’re in the situation that we are in, not because we are innocent, not because we are victims, but because we are rebels.  
And since Adam we have been running and hiding from God.  Not one of us was seeking after Him.  We had all rebelled, we had all gone our own way, and none of us were pursuing Him.
And even now, some of you may have come to some sort of intellectual assent, some emotional affirmation, some decision in accepting a truth proposition, but you are still running, you are still rebelling, you are still pursuing your own ends.  

Today is the day you need to own your sin and confess your rebellion to Him.  You need to accept that whatever has happened in your life that has caused you to rebel is your own fault, and like Jonah you need to be tossed overboard and abandon whatever is helping you to run from Him.  You need to literally die to yourself.
Do you see what is happening in this story?  God is pursuing Jonah, and Jonah is well aware that he can no longer fight almighty God.
As I stand here this morning and preach to you the Gospel, I am calling you to that same place of abandonment to yourself and trust in the God that has made you and all things.

Since you now find yourself in a sea of despair, and since God is sovereign over even the storms of your life, are you finally going to own it and be as Jonah by crying out “I know this great tempest is because of me.” “Throw me overboard.”?
13 Nevertheless the men rowed hard to return to land, but they could not, for the sea continued to grow more tempestuous against them. 
These men have prayed, they have thrown over their cargo, they have come to Jonah and asked him what to do, and even after Jonah admits it’s his fault, they still try and save him.  

Again, who looks better here, the prophet of God, or the heathens?
The sailors are spiritual and moral, but they don’t know God.  Jonah knows God, but isn’t very spiritual or moral.  He looks terrible.

In San Diego it isn’t very difficult to find people that are more spiritual and helpful to others than the Christians.  We have a city full of Jonah’s that are running and rebelling and the unbelieving world is looking at us and saying “why would I want to become that?”  

There isn’t even an indication that Jonah has grabbed an oar to help row!

And try as they may, no matter how hard you row against God, you’re going to loose.  If God has given you His coordinates and you choose your own, one way or another if you are His child He will get His way.  

Matthew 21:44 "And whoever falls on this stone will be broken; but on whomever it falls, it will grind him to powder."
Jesus is that rock and if you don’t cast yourself upon Him and abandon your own ways and be broken, Christ says that that same rock will fall upon you and grind you to powder.  It’s doesn’t take rocket science to figure this out.  

God is not looking for a piece of you.  God is not looking for a positive feeling about Him.  God is not looking for some parroted words that make you feel spiritual.  God is looking for you to throw yourself upon His Son in brokenness and allow His Son to piece you back together again.

There is no greater place to be than shipwrecked upon the rock of God’s sovereignty.  
According to Jonah, God ordains storms to overtake you.  Do you believe that?  

Do you believe that even in the midst of the greatest tempest, that God is sovereign?  

Do you believe that there is a good possibility that the reason this storm has come is because of your own rebellion?   
And do you believe that the reason that storm has come is so that you will confess what you have done and ask that He throw you overboard to be shipwrecked upon Him?
The men are beginning to realize there is no way they can fight against this wind.  

Next few verses...

14 Therefore they cried out to the LORD and said, "We pray, O LORD, please do not let us perish for this man's life, and do not charge us with innocent blood; for You, O LORD, have done as it pleased You." 15 So they picked up Jonah and threw him into the sea, and the sea ceased from its raging. 16 Then the men feared the LORD exceedingly, and offered a sacrifice to the LORD and took vows. 
These men tried to save Jonah, they have prayed for Jonah, and now that they know what God is behind all of this they ask for forgiveness, they acknowledge His sovereignty, they fear the LORD exceedingly, and they offer a sacrifice to Him and take vows to follow Him!  

What was Jonah’s call in the beginning this story?  To leave his home and to go and tell foreigners that doesn’t know God about God.  Jonah basically says “no I won’t do it.”  Instead I’m getting on a ship in Joppa and traveling to the ends of the earth. 

What does God have him do?  He has him travel from his home, getting together with a bunch of guys that don’t know God, and he tells them about God.
The very thing he refused to do is the very thing he ends up doing.  

Begrudgingly, Jonah preaches and men repent and place their faith in God.  

Here’s the deal, if God has called you and commissioned you to something, you will either do it out of loving reverence and obedience to Him, or you will take the long way around and do it anyway.  The latter is more entertaining for us, but much more painful for you.

Who appears to have a free-will in this story, Jonah or God?  God.

This is how scandalous God’s freedom can be.  He sends one of His prophets to bloodthirsty enemies to tell them about God, and when the prophet disobeys, he sends a storm and endangers the life of everyone on board, and then calls on the unbelieving pagans to chuck the child of God in the raging sea so that he’ll have His way.  Whose will seem sovereign in all of this, man’s or God’s?  
Who seems to be omnipotent in this story, man or God?
If ever anyone is free, it is God.  If ever anyone is sovereign, it is God.  If ever anyone is omnipotent, it is God.

Sailors that worship false God’s, that are carrying a fugitive and know it, that seem spiritual but don’t know God, are now holding a church service on deck and making vows to God in reverent fear.  This is scandalous grace.  

17 Now the LORD had prepared a great fish to swallow Jonah. And Jonah was in the belly of the fish three days and three nights.
Do you see all of the symbolism in this story?  Man is given a command, he sins and tries to hide from God, the longer sin continues the worse the turmoil, until a sacrifice needs to be made, after the sacrifice the storm disappears, and guess how long that sacrifice remains in its holding place?  Three days.  And guess what happens when Jonah emerges?  He’s going to preach repentance towards God, and guess what happens?  People are going to come to God in faith. 
Don’t get focused on the fish in this story, it’s nothing more than a prop on the stage.  The hero of this story is God, and the amazing part of this story isn’t the size of the fish or the length of Jonah’s stay, it’s the grace of God that chases take and overtakes a rebellious sinner.

God’s grace in this story is the crux of the whole message.  This book is about sin and grace.  Sin and grace.  Sin and grace.

Man runs, God pursues, man hides, and God finds and brings him to an end of himself.

All of this is for God’s glory.  And when we read over the next three weeks Jonah’s preaching to the third group in this story that is a hateful enemy of God and God’s people, if you don’t understand God’s scandalous grace, you may never!  

Which group are you?  

Are you the one that looks religious, and acts spiritual but still doesn't know God?  
Are you the one that has no delusions of knowing God and were confident that nothing I said was going to change your view?
Or are you like Jonah, that knows God’s will, knows God’s word, and you are running and rebelling from what He has called you to?

Each is sin and deserves God’s wrath, but each is forgivable and not beyond the reaching arm of God’s grace.

CONCLUSION
There are a couple of last thoughts that we as a church need to talk about in reflection of this story.

1- Has God spoken to us as a church?

2- What has God called us to do?

3- Who has God called us to pursue?

4- What message are we to bring to them?

5- Why? God’s glory!!!
Like Jonah, some of you may be struggling with prejudice over those that are not God’s people.  

Some of you make actually think that God’s grace has extended itself far enough. 

What are some messy things that will happen if we actually bring the Gospel message to those God has called us to bring it to?

1-Community dynamics change. (Country Western example).

2-People get hurt.

3-We get taken advantage of.

4-We’re not as close as we were when it was small.

5-Who are we doing this for? 

Let’s pray…

Tithe and Communion.
