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INTRODUCTION

Let me just start by saying; this is one of those sermons when you wished your pastor was at home sick with laryngitis.  It is going to be painful, and it is going to be intense.
Some of you may have attended a church in the past where the pastor was a great salesman and he would try to package God in such a way that you would buy Him.  This will not be the case this morning.

My job as a pastor is to unveil Jesus as He truly is and let God deal with you in how you respond to this truth.
Our study this morning is going to be on worship.  But this is not a “10 steps to effective worship” session, it isn’t a “How to worship in a contemporary culture” lesson.  It is going to be a war-cry to worship.

My prayer is that this war-cry will be loud and it will be clear.  If I raise my voice this morning, it is not because I am angry it is because I am very, very concerned.  After examining this study over the last several weeks it has radically affected my view of Christ, and it has given me a heightened sense of urgency that I hope you will be able to hear and feel from the text and from my voice.

I yell this morning because I love you and I am concerned that many of us have no idea who it is that we are dealing with when we come to worship on Sunday morning.

If you are follower of the Lord Jesus Christ I pray this message will reinvigorate the intensity in which you worship your God.
If you are not a follower of Jesus Christ, if you are not identified by His name, I pray this message introduces you to the Christ of Scripture and that this day will be a day in which your opinion, your perception, and your experience with Christ is so changed that you will no longer be able to hide behind conjecture and speculation.
For those of you who have recently seen the movie The Passion of the Christ this will be the rest of the story that you didn’t get in the movie.

It is critical that you have a correct view of Jesus for who He really is.  

Many of you may still have a view of Jesus as a poor, humble, peasant that suffered in humility 2000 years ago at the hands of His enemies and was crucified upon the cross.  Though this is historically true, and though these facts are of course in the Gospels, the days of Christ as a suffering peasant are far past, and our view of Christ must change and it must change this morning.
If we are to worship God in Spirit and Truth, which is the entire purpose of this message, we must view Jesus as He really is.

Who is Jesus?
Jesus Christ is the one true God who has always been and always will be.  The Bible tells us “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.”  In verse 14 of John 1 it states the “…Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.” 

God created the universe, and God created you and I.  God placed man on this planet to inhabit it, to have dominion over it, and to love Him above all else.  Man desired to be autonomous from God, he thought it would be better to do things his own way, and in desiring this place of independence and in this act of rebellion against God and His instruction, man fell in sin and in rebellion against the LORD and his relationship of son-ship that was once enjoyed was broken and every child after Adam follows in His steps.

Sin seems to reign, evil seems to have the better of this world.  Hate, death, destruction and perversion seems to be the norm in the experience that each of us share.  
People are shaking their fist at God, complaining about what appears to be His disinterest in the affairs of men as wickedness expands rather than recedes.  

We are more and more concerned about the sin in this world, and less and less concerned about the sin that thrives in our own hearts.

We have all fallen short, we have all gone astray, there is no one who is righteous, no not one.

Knowing mans rebellion and sin, God had purposed before time began that His royal Son would leave His throne, come into this world as a human being out of great love, and in great humility and compassion.

God was not obligated, God was under no compulsion to do what He did as He came to pursue the lost, as He came to give salvation to sinners, as He came to forgive the unforgivable, love the unlovable, and give mercy to those that deserved His justice.  God has indeed been kind in His dealings with His creation.

What did man do with God in the flesh?  They spit on Him, then hated Him, they bruised and tortured Him, and nailed Him to a cross to kill Him.

When Jesus died, He died for my sins and for the sins of His people and three days later He rose from the dead and ascended back to glory upon His throne on the right hand of God the Father, and there He has been for 2000 years upon His throne ruling as sovereign King.
If you were to see Christ today, you would see Him as His sits as an exalted glorious King of Kings and Lord of Lords.  You would not see Him in His bloodied, beaten state.  

In His second coming in will not be in humility, but in glory.  It will not be to suffer, it will be to conquer.

In Revelation 14 we see the beginning of the second coming of Jesus Christ.  As we read this text, I want you to see Christ for who He is, understand Christ for what He is coming to do, and to worship Christ according to the Scriptures.
STUDY
Verse 1a- Then I looked, and behold, a Lamb (Jesus)….

What is He doing? ...standing on Mount Zion,
If you read through Revelation you will see Jesus sitting on His throne.  For 2000 years He has been seated upon His throne, but in a moment in time, we don’t know when it is, it could be today, Christ rises from His seat and stands.  This is the beginning of war.  

This is the point when God no longer stomachs the stench of the sin, and the injustice and cruelty of the people of this world.  This is the point where He says enough is enough and the King rises from His throne and is now in position for action as He begins His first move towards ending all things.
Many of you may not like this picture of Jesus standing, and you may not like this picture of Jesus as warrior.

I want you to see this from the perspective of God.  God has come to this world to show men how to live, to demonstrate His love, and to call everyone to repentance.  He has patiently waited for 2000 years as men and women mock Him, as they continue their hatred for Him and as they try to deny His very existence as they live out their sinful desires in defiance.  
But there now comes a day in this passage when God’s extended hand of friendship is turned into a fist of justice and He stands.  Jesus stands.

Who stands with Him?

Verse 1b- and with Him one hundred and forty-four thousand, having His Father's name written on their foreheads. 
These are the finest men.  These are the best of men from the history of mankind.  These are the men that love God and stand with Him.
Men, your duty as a man of God is to hate sin and to be as sickened by it as Christ.  Your duty is to stand with Him against it, NOT to participate in it.  Not to be another guy that ignores God’s word, ignores God’s people, cheats at his job, cops a feel of his girlfriend and with those same hands comes on Sunday to lift them in God’s sanctuary.

Paul says in 1 Timothy that he desires that the men pray everywhere, lifting up holy hands.  Feel free to come to God’s church, feel free to lift them in praise as long as they are holy.  
These are the men that can lift their hands without fear.  These are the finest men to be found.  When Jesus can no longer stomach the sin, they no longer can stomach it.  When Jesus stands to take action, these men stand also.  They stand with Him and they stand for Him.

My deepest hearts desire is that I will be one of those men standing with Jesus and that you men would be there with me.

What this world needs is an awareness of Jesus Christ in His exalted place and His men standing with and for Him. 
The problems we are facing in our culture with the way women are treated, with the way children are abandoned, and the way churches have become limp wrested and effeminate, is not due to Jesus Christ’s authority, it is because there are not enough men who rise to the occasion and stand with Him.
Jesus stands and 144,000 of His best man stand with Him.

These men have the name of the Father upon their foreheads.  These men are identified with the Father.  These men bear the name of the Father because they are identified with the Son.
Verse 2- And I heard a voice from heaven, like the voice of many waters, and like the voice of loud thunder. And I heard the sound of harpists playing their harps. 
This is the beginning of war.  

Verse 3- They sang as it were a new song before the throne, before the four living creatures, and the elders; and no one could learn that song except the hundred and forty-four thousand who were redeemed from the earth. 
This is not a song from a songbook.  This is not a song from a hymnal.  This is a new song that is written out of their experience with God.  

This is a song of war, this is a song of triumph, this is a song of victory.  This is the battle-cry of God’s men, and only the holy men of God can learn this song.  Only the best of God’s men get to sing this song of triumph and victory.

I hope and pray with all that is in me that you men are there on that day signing this song.

We want men who belong to the Father, live like the Son, stand at attention, obey their King, and when the time comes they will sing a song of victory.  This is worship!!!!

I want each of you to image the size of three Qualcomm stadiums filled top to bottom with holy, Godly, warriors, filled with the Spirit of the living God, who are sick of sin and death, who are standing in unison and are singing a battle-cry with everything in their being as they see their King stand from His throne.  I pray I am one of them.
Jesus stands, His men stand, His men sing!

Our worship today is often feminine, it is often songs of defeat, and it is usually conducted by a group of men who do not see Christ in His exalted place.  

How often have you men sung to God in such a way as to give Him the energy and the intensity of your worship that is fully due to Him?

Our worship is not strong, it is not masculine, it is not victorious, not because we don’t have the right words, but because we don’t have the right heart, and today that needs to change in each of us.
Here are 144,000 men standing and pouring themselves out as an offering to their King.  Not in weakness, but in strength.  Not as some sentimental mush, but as warriors who know the battle-cry.
If you want to be one of these men, the requirement is that you are marked by the Father.  That you are identified with God, you are redeemed from the earth, and you are His men.

Gentlemen, are you redeemed by God?  Do you know the Father and the Son?  Have you been taken from death to life?  Have you been saved from sin by grace?  Have you been freed from the bondage of Satan and joined to the service of the Lord Jesus Christ?  Does God own you and do you belong to Him?

You must belong to God, you must be forgiven of your sin, and you must belong to Christ.

What does this look like?
Verse 4a- These are the ones who were not defiled with women, for they are virgins. 
There is one major issue for all of you.  It’s your lust.

There may have been a day when your enemy would use a variety of tactics to try to slip you up, but that is no longer necessary because there is one issue that is like the Atom Bomb, and that is your lust because it gets all of us.  

Putting your hands all over your girlfriend.  Lusting after women that you are not wed to.  Looking at pornography.  Flirting with your secretary.  Fornicating outside of the marriage covenant.  Infidelity. It is all lust.
We are not a church that is anti-sex, we are pro-marriage.  

In our culture children, sex, and marriage are three different issues.  Not in our bible.  They are all related, because the only belong to one another.  Men do not want to be married, do not want kids, but they want sex, and they want it with as many women as they can get it with.

These are not men that are holy men.  These are not men who will sing that song.  These are not men that will stand with Christ.  

Do not be deceived, God will not be mocked.  A man reaps whatever he sows.  

There is no place for sexual predators in the kingdom of God.  There is no place for perverts in the presence of the King.  And if you are a young man struggling with this, grow up, be married and enjoy the wife of your youth.  Use your energies to be a Godly man and to marry a Godly woman.  That is the answer to your problem.

I know this seems like a tangent because this is supposed to be about worship.  It is, it is worship by qualified people.
The men need to lead the singing, the men need to lead the home, the men need to lead the church, the men need to lead this city, and the men need to lead!  You must stand!

What is killing you men is your lust.  You can’t read your bible if your feeling guilty.  You can’t pray effectively if you are hiding from God, you can’t talk about the transforming power of the Gospel if you are not living its reality in your own life, and the night before you were fondling your girlfriend or punching in ‘xxx’ in your google search engine.

The good news is that Christ has died for your sins and will no longer condemn you, but you must go and sin no more!

If you can’t control your own pants, you do not have the ability to lead a wife, to lead a child, to oversee a home, to oversee a ministry, to teach God’s word, or to lead other men in holiness.

Men, if you want to be there that day.  If you want to stand next to David, you want to stand with John, if you want to stand next to Paul, next to Spurgeon, next to Luther, next to Edwards, next to Anslem, next to Augustine, you must not defile yourself!
These are men who belong to God, have been redeemed, who do not defile themselves, and….

Verse 4b- These are the ones who follow the Lamb wherever He goes. These were redeemed from among men, being firstfruits to God and to the Lamb. 
These are men whose lives are about Jesus Christ.  Who follow Him wherever He goes.  If Jesus should enter a place of suffering, the will follow and suffer.  If Jesus should go to a place of need to serve, they will follow and serve.  Wherever He goes, whatever He does, that is where they go, that is what they do.

This is what it means to be a disciple.  It means you are all about following Jesus.
If you want to be able to sing and worship, it begins today by following Jesus.

These men were redeemed from among men and were given as firstfruits to God.   

When the bible speaks of firstfruits is speaks of that which is the best and first.  When the first harvest of the season comes it is the best and fullest.  


When we give to God our tithes we are to give to Him first, and we are to give to Him best.

We are called to be firstfruits in our lives.  That means we give ourselves to Him first, and we give to Him our best.

These 144,000 men are firstfruits to God.  They are given first, because they are best.
We don’t want to just make it to heaven with the flames of hell nipping at our heels. 

We want to give our firstfruits and we want to be firstfruits.

How many men do you think are going to make it as part of this 144,000?  I don’t know if we could find 14.  I don’t know if we could find 4.  144,000 sounds very optimistic.  I want you to be those men.  I want you to stand with Christ.

Men, don’t set for yourself a goal of being saved an falling into heaven.  Set for yourself the goal of being His firstfruits.
What else?....

Verse 5- And in their mouth was found no deceit, for they are without fault before the throne of God. 
These are honest men.  They don’t lie.  When they talk with other men about how their walk is, they don’t lie.  When they talk with the young ladies they are interested in courting, they don’t lie.  When they talk to their wife about their struggles with sin, they don’t lie.  When they are on their knees before God in prayer, they don’t lie.
They have no deceit in their mouth, and they are without fault before the throne of God.

Men are prone to lust, men are prone to laziness, and men are prone to lying to cover it all up. 

These 144,000 are not.
There are 3 scenes in this chapter.  The first is the Lord Jesus standing, and His men standing with Him.  The second is found in the next verses as God sends out a messenger of the Gospel to give the nations one last announcement to repent.
Verse 6- Then I saw another angel flying in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach to those who dwell on the earth--to every nation, tribe, tongue, and people—

The Gospel is simply about Jesus coming into this world, Jesus dying on the cross for our sins, Jesus rising from the grave defeating sin, Satan, and death, and that the only way to be saved is through Him alone.  That is the Gospel according to the Scriptures.  It is all about Jesus Christ.

This Gospel is eternal.  It never changes.  It has always been about Jesus Christ and faith in Him.  Galatians 3:8 says that the Gospel was preached to Abraham.  It also says in John 8 that Abraham looked forward to Jesus day and saw it and was glad.
There is only one Gospel.  Jesus dead, buried, and raised from the dead, for your sins, according to the Scriptures.

People think that we live in contemporary times and so we need a contemporary message.  No we don’t we, live in contemporary times and we need an eternal message!  That message is Jesus Christ.

Listen to the urgency the Angel has as he preaches this eternal Gospel to those that don’t know God.
Verse 7- saying with a loud voice, "Fear God and give glory to Him, for the hour of His judgment has come; and worship Him who made heaven and earth, the sea and springs of water." 
Some of you don’t fear God.  You say things like “what about me?”  What about you?  What about God?!  Well what can I get?  What does He get?!  Well what about what I want?  What about what He wants?  What about God?  

Fear God and give Him glory!!
Some of you don’t give Him glory.  You say you’re a Christian but your living like an atheist.  You live like He doesn’t exist.  You treat Him like He’s a cosmic vending machine and if you put in the right prayers you’ll get your spiritual candy bar.  Your heart is still wed to the world and you have been unfaithful to your Husband!    

God sends out this one last warning to repent.  The Gospel is preached for the last time in human history before God’s judgment comes.
Then the angel says to worship Him who made heaven and earth, the sea and the springs of water.  

Some of you are not worshipping God.  You might come to church, you might mouth some songs, you may even drop a coin into the coffer and feel like you’ve done your duty to God.  But the truth is that you are not worshipping God.  You are not responding to Him in such a way that in causes you to lay on your face before your King.

Worship in the Greek is “proskuneo” and it means to lay prostrate on the ground, to bow in reverence, to kiss the ground with your face.  Are you worshipping God?  Does your life look like someone that is in reverent humility before God?

Are you fearing Him, are you glorifying Him, are you worshipping Him?  Is the Gospel and its power obvious in your life?
If our church feared Him as much as you do, glorified Him as much as you do, and worshipped Him as much as you do, how healthy would we be?  

The hour of God’s judgment is coming.  Some of you have waited a long time to repent, a long time to live for Christ, a long time to humble yourself before Him.  But the hour is coming.  God’s grace and mercy and patience will one day end.  There will come a time in history when the Gospel will cease to be preached and instead of God’s great patience, you get God’s great justice.

This may be a matter of days for you.  This may be the last time you ever hear the Gospel before you stand before Jesus Christ on His throne in judgment.  This may be the last time God uses one of His messengers to extend a hand to you before He takes your life to stand before Him and give account.

The bible says it is appointed a man once to die and after this comes judgment.  

Your issue is not intellectual.  Your questions are not objective.  Your problem is Spiritual, and your questions are nothing more than smokescreens to hide behind.   But a day is coming when all will be stripped away and you will have not excuse!

The sermon of this angel is my sermon to you.  Fear God!  Give Him glory!  Worship Him!  Why?  Because God’s hour is coming quickly, His patience is waning, and you are in serious trouble if you do not have dealings with Him.
Do you hear the urgency in the Angels voice?  Do you hear the urgency in my voice?  This is not a game.  This is not a scare tactic.  This is God’s word spoken to you and His call of repentance has come to you this Sunday.
You have no idea who you are dealing with!  We can stay your execution if you just turn to Christ now!  I am yelling because I love you, I am pressing this urgently upon you because I care, and I am praying that none of you will leave here today without turning from your sin and placing your faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.

The Angel gets the final sermon and what does he preach?  The Gospel.  
This is the entire theme of this study.  Turn from your sin, come to God and worship Him.

As a church we need to stand with Christ.  We need to sing with God’s people.  We need to give and be firstfruits to God.  We need to keep ourselves from being defiled.  We need to fear God.  We need to give Him glory in our lives.  We need to worship Him with every ounce of energy our body can give.   
Verse 8- And another angel followed, saying, "Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great city, because she has made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication." 
This is a promise of victory.  Babylon is fallen!  All of the philosophies, all of the cults, all of the religions, all of the wrath of man will be crushed and Jesus will be triumphant over it all.  This is a warning of the coming promise.
Verses 9-10a- Then a third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, "If anyone (this means you) worships the beast and his image, and receives his mark on his forehead or on his hand, 10 "he himself shall also drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out full strength into the cup of His indignation. 
This huge debate over what the mark is, is ridiculous.  No one knows exactly.  What we do know is that you either worship God, or you worship the beast.  

Any worship that is not to the true and living God is worshipping the beast.  It doesn’t make a difference what you think, if you don’t worship God, you worship the beast.  If you say you don’t worship anything, you are worshipping yourself and you’re the beast.   You worship Jesus or the beast.
You need to know who you’re dealing with.  

Some of you might think I’m trying to scare the hell out of you.  Yes I am.  I am trying to scare you out of hell!  

God spoke everything in the entire universe into existence.  If He should actually get up from His throne and put forth some effort and exert some energy in coming after you, you are in serious trouble.  
Verse 10b- He shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels and in the presence of the Lamb.
Some of you have a foolish view of hell that assumes that it’s where your buddies hang out and where you can tap a keg and enjoy yourself.  Or you think that Satan runs things down there and is spending eternity scaring you with his horns and pitchfork.  

At this point, Satan isn’t in charge of anything.  He is being tormented by God.  He isn’t in charge, Jesus is.  Jesus is King of Kings and Lord of Lords.   Every knee shall bow, every tongue shall confess…this includes Satan, not for redemption but for justice.
This torment is not just psychological, it is actual and physical.  

You might think that sweet Jesus would never do that.  But how are they tormented?  With fire and brimstone!

Some of you are thinking “oh, so he’s one of those fire and brimstone preachers?” yeah..it’s right out of Revelation!

Hell is you buried up to your neck in fire and brimstone, being tormented.

Who are they tormented in front of?  The holy angels and the Lamb (Jesus).

Some of you might say “well I don’t like that”…then Repent!  But like it or not, it is a truthful reality that is inevitable.  You have an option here; reject this and suffer God’s wrath, or believe it and accept God’s grace.  The only ones that should be worried are those going there!

This is a great incentive.  The reason why God teaches us this, and the reason that God allows me to preach it is because God is gracious.  It’s supposed to sound terrible, that’s the point!  This should be an incredible motivator for you to stop playing games with this God.

Let me be emphatic with you.  I’m not angry, I’m worried.
If you don’t repent and turn to Christ and trust Him to forgive your sins, this is where you are going, and this is what you are getting.  I don’t want you to go there.  I don’t want this to be your body burning with fire, your nostrils filled with the stench of brimstone, as the Angels and Jesus look on you.
I’m worried that some of you men won’t be signing this song, and I’m worried that some of you here are destined for judgment.

Verse 11- "And the smoke of their torment ascends forever and ever; and they have no rest day or night, who worship the beast and his image, and whoever receives the mark of his name."
How long does it rise for?  Forever, and ever.  It never ends.  It never ceases.  It goes on for all eternity.  

You might think you’ll get a break at lunch, or at night?  No, never.  You have chosen to worship the beast and God at this point is giving you your wages.  In hell you’ll want to die, but you can’t.

You say how can this punishment be eternal?  Because you committed sins against an eternal God and it requires eternal payment.  Only Christ can be that eternal payment by grace, or we will pay that fine forever ourselves in justice.

Verse 12- Here is the patience of the saints; here are those who keep the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus.
Some of you hearing this as a Christian are having a hard time right now.  Have patience.  Endure.  Keep your faith in Jesus.  God knows what He’s doing, and what He does is always right and good

Verse 13- Then I heard a voice from heaven saying to me, "Write: 'Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on.'" "Yes," says the Spirit, "that they may rest from their labors, and their works follow them."

This should motivate us to worship God all the more, realizing that our works for God will follow us.  We will be blessed in Christ and rewarded for our faith.

Some of you wonder why you should strive when you seem to meet tremendous opposition from others…this is why.  They will follow you.  It all counts, it all matters.  God knows what is done for Him and He rewards those and says “well done my good and faithful servant.”

Here come the two harvests!

Verse 14- Then I looked, and behold, a white cloud, and on the cloud sat One like the Son of Man, having on His head a golden crown, and in His hand a sharp sickle.

No more humble Galilean peasant.  Christ is standing on a white cloud, with a crown on His head, and with Him is a sickle which is a long blade in the shape of a “C” that He has been sharpening for 2,000 years.

Jesus is no pacifist.  Jesus loves, He gives commands, He gives a warning to throw down your arms and surrender, and when the nations don’t He declares war.  

The first thing He does is harvest Christians.  Those people that have heard the message of the Angel, and have believed the Gospel, Jesus comes to save and bring them into His house before He does away with His enemies.
Verses 15-16- And another angel came out of the temple, crying with a loud voice to Him who sat on the cloud, "Thrust in Your sickle and reap, for the time has come for You to reap, for the harvest of the earth is ripe." 16 So He who sat on the cloud thrust in His sickle on the earth, and the earth was reaped.
In one flick of His wrist countless masses are harvested by Christ.

If you belong to Jesus, He has already harvested you.  He has cut you out from sin, death, and Satan.  He has gathered you and bundled you with His own, and He will come to take you to His home as He harvests us.

Today you can be one of those that are harvested.  Today you can be cut out from sin and death.  Today you can be bundled with God’s people and await His glorious return.

You need to accept His death in your place.  His sacrifice for your sin.  His righteousness that He gives to you, and if you do God promises you will move from death to life.  From darkness to light.  From sin to grace.
If not God will be paying you back for all of the debt of your sins that you have incurred in this life.  You will have no defense attorney, you will have no case.  You will stand guilty, you will be sentenced and you will be one of those that God gathers for a different purpose.

Verse 17-18- Then another angel came out of the temple which is in heaven, he also having a sharp sickle. 18 And another angel came out from the altar, who had power over fire, and he cried with a loud cry to him who had the sharp sickle, saying, "Thrust in your sharp sickle and gather the clusters of the vine of the earth, for her grapes are fully ripe." 
When it is harvest time for a winemaker, he waits until the vines are full and the grapes have the most juice in them.  They are hanging on the vine ready to be gathered.

At this point in history, the grapes are ready for harvest and are full.

Verse 19- So the angel thrust his sickle into the earth and gathered the vine of the earth, and threw it into the great winepress of the wrath of God. 
The winepress is a giant vat that all of the grapes are thrown into.  And those grapes are trampled under foot.  They are crushed and destroyed.  

Verse 20- And the winepress was trampled outside the city, and blood came out of the winepress, up to the horses' bridles, for one thousand six hundred furlongs.
This is where all those that won’t stop sinning, won’t stop their defiance, won’t stop their defilement, won’t fear God, won’t worship God, won’t glorify God are taken.  They are harvested, they are thrown into the great vat, and they are trampled under God’s wrath.  And their blood flows for 200 miles as high as a horses mouth.
