Gospel Community
I. Introduction 

Today we are going to be talking about community.  This is important at our culture is continues to change dramatically in how people view themselves and interact with one another.  The danger as a church is to change to this shift in order to make ourselves more palatable to our culture.  Some churches will react and begin to look more like the culture around it.  We are going to examine what Scripture tells us about how Kaleo should be a community.

Opening Prayer

To examine community, we must begin by looking at God & His design.  God, as a trinity, is a perfect community and intended man to share in this.  We can see throughout the scriptures examples that Heaven is seen as a banquet, a Kingdom, a feast and celebration.  When we are in heaven in perfection, it will be as the community God intended. In Scripture, from the first person created, Adam, who after being created God said, “It is not good for man to be alone”.  God designed each of us to be part of a community.  
Jesus also came into the world to form a community. Jesus’ intention was that the gospel be communicated by a community that would continue His work in this world.    It is this community that He called to be a witness to the gospel.  We are called to be that gospel centered community.  

Unfortunately, when sin entered the world, community was broken between man and God but also it created division between all people.  All of us are marred by the destructiveness of sin.  Community and relationships are difficult and because of our sinful nature we will always struggle to truly love one another.  
II. Our Culture (a dying Community)
It is not hard to see the impact of sin today.  America is in the midst of a sociological shift.  As we advance in technology and specialization it is no coincidence that people are becoming more isolated, more distant from one another and left to a life focused on themselves.  In fact, if you wanted to, you could live your whole life by yourself working, living and shopping online.  People are finding their community on reality tv shows.  We no longer need to deal with face to face relationships.  There are many other factors that are driving this shift, but the bottom line is, people are becoming less connected to one another.   

Robert Putnam a Professor at Harvard wrote a book called Bowling Alone a couple years ago that illustrated this sociological shift.  Let me give you some examples
.  In just one generation:

· There has been a 45% decline in people entertaining friends over at their house.

· A family eating together has dropped 66%.

· The portion of adults living alone has roughly doubled.

· The frequency of people entertaining neighbors has been cut in 1/3rd. 

· The number of people who attend a club meeting has decreased 58%.

Our culture has lost its sense of community.  This has even gone down to the family where divorce is commonplace, kids are put in daycare, the family does not eat together, even the amount of families watching TV together has decreased because every home has 3 TV’s. Statistic after statistic shows that we no longer are a culture that is in relationships together.   
Part of this loss is because we live in a culture of people more interested in themselves, in being a radical individual.  Sociologist Christopher Lasch discovered in his study The Culture of Narcissism that ordinary Americans now display many of the character traits that are often associated with pathological personality disorders.
  It is now ‘normal’ to be narcissistic.  That is, to live solely for the glory and fulfillment of our own interests.  
Individualism, selfishness, narcissism are all just consequences of our being sinful. It is within this reality that people live for themselves and are not able to work at building a loving community, many Americans are giving up and are left feeling alone and worthless.  
III. The Church 
Being a Gospel Community

It is easy for us as a community to look at these facts and become frustrated with what is happening to our culture.  I look at it as quite the opposite; Kaleo has an opportunity to live counter-culturally.  We need to recognize people are not living in community together.  We need to understand the hopeless, joyless and loveless world we live in.  
Living as a Christian is challenging, and it’s getting harder as we are in the first post-Christian generation.  Today people are no longer raised in church and with a Western Christian worldview.  These times are perverse where sin is no longer a hidden thing to be ashamed of but something people shout loudly and live boldly in front of one another in a war cry of individuality.  The church and its imposed moralism no longer are in a position of power.  This is both good and bad.  But we find ourselves in a situation very much like the early church. 
In Acts, when the first Church was built, it was a perverse pre-Christian generation.  What we see in this church is valuable to us today because Scripture tells us about how we should be a community within a corrupt culture.  As our culture suffers and worsens our goal as a church is not to save culture; but to save the lost.  We need to understand how we can reflect the Gospel to the corrupt world around us. It is within this corruptness that Kaleo has an opportunity to show what a difference it means to be a community in Christ.
Let’s look at Acts chapter 2.  It is here we see the first gospel-centered community built.  Let’s look at verses 37-47.  To give you some background on the text we will read the following had just occurred:
Jesus was crucified, raised from the dead, and ascended into heaven, the disciples were in Jerusalem.  It is here that God poured out the Holy Spirit upon them.  The Holy Spirit prompted them to preach the gospel message of salvation through Jesus Christ.  Peter has just preached the gospel to the crowd…

Acts 2

37Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, "Men and brethren, what shall we do?" 


38Then Peter said to them, "Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call." 

40 And with many other words he testified and exhorted them, saying, "Be saved from this perverse generation." 41Then those who gladly received his word were baptized; and that day about three thousand souls were added to them. 

42And they continued steadfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers. 43Then fear came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were done through the apostles. 44Now all who believed were together, and had all things in common, 45and sold their possessions and goods, and divided them among all, as anyone had need. 


46So continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, they ate their food with gladness and simplicity of heart, 47praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily those who were being saved.

Let’s examine some of what is discussed. 

Gospel Centered 

First, the community in Acts 2 began with the proclamation of the Gospel.  It is the message of the Gospel that people who are sinners responded accurately when they understand their need of forgiveness.  This is the center of why we are gathered together as a church.  We are all partners in living and sharing the gospel.  We exist to bring things “in line with the Gospel” (Gal. 2:14) which renews us spiritually, psychologically, corporately and socially.  Without understanding this, we are lost to ever be what God has called us to. 
What is the gospel?  Although we are all sinners, deserving death and separation from God, He sent His son to take our place on the cross.  There is nothing we can do to earn or merit salvation but God the Father choose us and pursued us, saving us and He sealed us with the Holy Spirit and when we die and face God who peers through us to our soul, He will see that we are in Christ, His son, and will hold us not guilty.  
The gospel affects everything we do at Kaleo including our being a community.  Our understanding of the gospel shapes how we see community. Our view of God, ourselves, mercy, grace, forgiveness, all shape how we live together.  
For example, if we don’t understand what God did for us, it becomes hard for us to love others.  It is when we understand the gospel that we become more patient with one another, when we understand that we are all sinners, that we will all disappoint each other, that none of us can live up to the expectations we have for one another.  The good news is God is still working with each of us, transforming us. 
Baptized into the Body

Additionally, while the gospel does involve you personally; if you end here you have missed far too much.  The gospel is about God’s redemption of His people.  It is about Christ saving His bride.  It is Christ being the vine that holds all of us branches together.  This is the gospel community that we need to understand so that we can live out our faith properly.

When I talk to people who say they are Christian, often I hear them talk about their own personal relationship with Jesus and that they do not like organized religion.  If I can talk with them further what I usually discover is one of two things:

1 – They are choosing to live in sin and they do not want to be exposed by living a life within the body of believers.

2 – They do not understand the gospel.

This selfish attitude is rampant in America.  Can you imagine the Apostles and the early church saying this?  What if they would rather have a personal faith that didn’t involve others or sharing the good news?  How many of us might be saved today? 
Many of us can recognize we bring a consumer approach to God.  We have no desire to become actively involved in a community.  We would much rather forsake the gathering so we can spend our time on ourselves.  As we learn and discuss the gospel we need to repent of our consumerism, our pride and our desire to live individualistically. 

We see in Acts 2 verse 41 that these first Christians were baptized and that that they are added to something more than themselves.  As believers, we become part of the body of Christ.  We read in scripture:

1 Corinthians 12
13For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body--whether Jews or Greeks, whether slaves or free--and have all been made to drink into one Spirit.

Ephesians 4
 4There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called in one hope of your calling; 5one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 6one God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all.

When we come to accept Christ we are baptized into the body.  We are called to be new creations that are active and involved in the work of the Church that God is calling together. Every believer from every nation for all time has been added into this body.  This is the very body that you are a part of.  Yes, each one of us must individually repent and put our faith in Christ, but upon doing so we are now part of something larger.  We are immediately placed within the family of God. He called us and we become part of His body to live together in ministry.

It is not easy to live as a body.  People are messed up.  Many of us do not have a proper understanding of who God is or who we are, and we are seeking answers from within ourselves, hoping to increase our self-esteem to solve our problems.  All of this leads to incredible challenges set against us as we pursue community.

We can basically summarize the challenges of being a community on one of the three following things: our attitude toward God, our attitude about ourselves or our attitude about other members of God’s community. 
Attitude about God – If we don’t see God as a perfect Trinity community.  If we don’t see Him loving His people together.  If we see His work selfishly for ourselves alone.  
Attitude about Others – If we bring standards that require others to be perfect.  If we want people to live out our agenda.  As we look around we see that no one else is serving us the way we want, no one else is living sacrificially for us.  Then we need to start with ourselves.

Attitude about Self – That we have saved ourselves but being good, we will have a chip on our shoulders.  Or maybe that we aren’t good enough, God didn’t save us fully.  Or maybe we don’t want to risk being hurt.  Or that we don’t want to be around others because our sin might be exposed.  Well I have good news (and bad news), you don’t need to worry about being exposed, because we are all sinners.  
It is as we learn of who God is and what He has done for us that we begin to see just how wicked we are.  There is nothing we can do to merit God’s favor but yet he lavished His love on us sending His own son to the cross.  It is on the cross Christ died for your and my sins.  It is when we accept Him as savior and obey that we are willing to take up our cross and die to ourselves.  Each one of us needs to continually offer ourselves as a living sacrifice to God because of what He has done for us.

We are called to offer ourselves and live as a body… how can this be done?

Teaching/Doctrine – Information for Transformation
Part of the transformation that needs to occur is ‘renewing our minds’ as we are told in Romans chapter 12.  And in Acts 2 verse 42 it is also means that “they devoted themselves to the apostle’s teaching”.  As a church, we need to be devoted to the Apostle’s teaching, which is the Scripture. 

What is happening in churches today? There is laziness about understanding scripture that has allowed churches to become more like the culture around us.  We cannot mimic our culture that does not accept truth and wisdom given to us by God.  We cannot create a consumeristic program-focused church that caters to very sins that are epidemic in North America.

Unfortunately, we could find example after example of this consumer/individual mentality all around us in the Church.  Let me mention…
EXAMPLE - Emerging church, ‘art stations in service’, experience over scripture.   These churches can become a community not built on a rock of truth but on feelings only.
EXAMPLE – Our understanding of Romans 8:28. 
Romans 8
28And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose.

Individually interpreted is often hard to understand.  If we read this selfishly we want only good things for ourselves, and they must be the things we view as good.   (Cars, money, husband/wife)  Viewing it from a community or God-centered redemptively it radical and much larger than us individually.  Something may be ‘bad’ for us but good for the community.  (illness, loss) 
EXAMPLE  - Robert Schuller wrote in Self-Esteem: The New Reformation: "classical theology has erred in its insistence that theology be 'God-centered' and not 'man-centered."'
He wrote further, "This master plan of God is designed around the deepest needs of human beings-self-dignity, self-respect, self-worth, self-esteem.”
He goes on to say, "Success is to be defined as the gift of self-esteem that God gives us as a reward for our sacrificial service in building self-esteem in others. Win or lose: If we follow God's plan as faithfully as we can, we will feel good about ourselves. That is success! "

Maybe the most amazing statement is the following: 

Once a person believes he is an "unworthy sinner,"
it is doubtful if he can really honestly accept 
the saving grace God offers in Jesus Christ.

In this new reformation of self-esteem, the first thing required is to pull God down from His supremely elevated place so you can then lift yourself up, replacing God-exalting theology with man-exalting self-esteem psychology. To pull this off requires altering and misinterpreting the Bible and the gospel for the grand purpose of making people feel better about themselves, so they can fulfill their dreams and realize their visions. 
In fact the idea of loving yourself an integral part of self-esteem is listed with a host of sinful deeds that we should avoid.
2 Timothy 3

2For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy,

What would be the difference in my understanding of God, myself and community if I did not think I was an unworthy sinner?  I would not understand grace from God.  I would love myself quiet a bit more and because I do, I would be a whole lot angrier, upset and frustrated with you when you don’t treat me exactly the glorious way I think I should be treated.

Counter-biblical thought from our culture has taken root in our churches.  This very idea of self-love, self-esteem and self-worship is feeding our consumerism, killing any chance for true community and isolating believers from being gospel-centered. 
It is important that as a Body we are being taught, that we are devoting ourselves to what the apostles taught us, to understanding the Bible.  Again this is not a collection of words that is just information, we as a people need to hear God’s Word to bring transformation in our lives.  If you struggle with consumeristic desires, a focus on yourself, if you are more concerned with what you want than what God wants, learn what scripture says and pray a prayer of repentance and ask for the Holy Spirit to change your heart.

We are not our Own 

One of the ideas that we see in Scripture is that we are not our own but belong to one another.
Romans 12
5so in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the others.

It continues a few verses later saying, 

10Be devoted to one another in brotherly love. Honor one another above yourselves.

Look around the room.  You are one another’s.  This is almost like a marriage.  ‘I now pronounce you brothers and sisters in Christ’.  Live accordingly.  We need to be an active member in God’s community.  We need to think of how our actions impact the community as a whole.  
How do we give and participate actively to our community?
Gifts
First, God has given and blessed us each with spiritual gifts.  Not all of us have the same gifts but collectively we can use these to be the Kingdom of God.  Each of your gifts are for the benefit of each of us.  Ephesians 4 says: 
Ephesians 4
11And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, 12for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, 13
It goes on to say that we are the whole body, and Christ is the head.  Telling us that each part should do its share.
1 Corinthians 12 
4There are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit. 5There are differences of ministries, but the same Lord. 6And there are diversities of activities, but it is the same God who works all in all. 7But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to each one for the profit of all:

It is important that you recognize that YOU have a function within the Body of God.  God designed you specifically and sovereignly to serve a role.  For you to say that you do not have a spiritual gift, that you are not important in the body, is to reject Scripture.  We need each one of you to be a participant not just a consumer of our community.
For those of you who do not know what your spiritual gifts are, we will discuss Spiritual Gifts in detail during Stewardship in the Gospel & Our Church Class.  I would encourage all of you to come.  We need to be using our gifts and attributes to serve the body and the purpose of Christ. 
I’d ask each of us to reflect on a couple questions.  What are your gifts?  How are you using the gifts God has given you to the benefit of the church?  
Could we imagine a place where people worked together for the benefit of all?  Where our pastor was not having to do administration but was actually preaching, leading, evangelizing and gathering?  (Ecclesiology of a modern church Pastor as CEO/COO/everything.  This is not how it should be done, but what many churches look like.  Again we have followed the world and churches look more like a Fortune 500 company.)
Serving

We are also called to serve one another.
1 Peter 4
8And above all things have fervent love for one another, for "love will cover a multitude of sins." 9Be hospitable to one another without grumbling. 10As each one has received a gift, minister (or serve) it to one another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.

Christ is our model…to be a Christian is to desire to be obedient and follow Christ.
Philippians 2
5 Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, 6who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, 7but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a servant, and coming in the likeness of men.

Our world is all about seeking recognition.  As believers we need to stop fighting for our rights or larger recognition.  We need to seek no reputation for ourselves and serve.  
We should all us ask ourselves:  What is the ministry we are involved in?  Where are we serving?  Do we know what the needs of the church are?

David and I are encouraged because we do have so many of you serve faithfully at the Church.  For many of you today’s message should be one of encouragement because you are being faithful.

Some of you may just be starting to see where you can serve.  You may be asking what are some of the areas we can serve in.  At Kaleo there are many areas of serving:
Preaching/Teaching – We are working to develop small group leaders for after our Gospel & Our Church Class

Children’s Ministry – Teaching our children or being involved with the infants.

Ministry – Amor, Burrito’s & Socks, Convalescence homes, St. Vincent de Paul’s 

Evangelism – Many people have gone and done street evangelism.  When we focus on our individuality and don’t understand the gospel, in our missions and evangelism the church has lost our passion for the lost.  We can always use more evangelism. 
Prayer, administration, facilities, cleaning, hospitality, BBQ’s, sound, set-up.
Examples, Mike Hardwick (2 ½ days volunteering), The Morelands, Big Mike, Big Luke…why is everyone big 
Part of being transformed as a believer is participating in the community and serving.  It’s awesome how this often will have a radical impact changing our hearts, attitudes and lives.

· Serving often helps us learn that it is not all about us.

· Serving often helps us focus less on ourselves which can help depression and others.

· Serving teaches us to love (if we do it with no expected return).
· Serving teaches us about God and His love, mercy, kindness and patience toward us. 
· The serving we do is to Jesus.  Jesus tells us about those who serve the needy… 

Matthew 25
40And the King will answer and say to them, "Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.'

Again we need to be a community known by our service to one another and the world around us.  Yes, we will be taken advantage of.  We already have had this happen.  Just expect it and get over it.  Those in need will lie, manipulate and steal.  Should we be surprised if non-believers who do not know God live as a reflection to this?  Or that believers would choose to sin?  These don’t change the fact, we are called to serve.
Sharing (bearing burdens)
In addition we are called to share and care for one another.  This idea is not just counter-cultural, it is counter-church.  American churches are not filled with people sacrificially serving one another.  If fact, in America today, the average tithe per person is roughly $13.  Does this sound like a group of serving, gospel community people?  In our culture, we are told to hoard and possess as much as we can for ourselves. Christians have been so perverted by our consumerist culture that we are unwilling to give.  We see Christ tell people to sell their possessions and we see in Acts 2 the church began by sharing and caring freely.  We also see it in:
1 Corinthians 12
25that there should be no schism in the body, but that the members should have the same care for one another.

Galatians 6
2Bear one another's burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.

Romans 12
10Be kindly affectionate to one another with brotherly love, in honor giving preference to one another; 11not lagging in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord; 12rejoicing in hope, patient in tribulation, continuing steadfastly in prayer; 13distributing to the needs of the saints, given to hospitality.

What would it look like if we actually believed scripture and lived this out?  How would we carry one another’s burdens?  Would you be willing to share your belongings?  
This idea freaks us out because it sounds like a cult.  We’ve been lied to by our culture to own everything for ourselves, but we end up being owned by our possessions.  We end up worshipping our car, house, tv, computer, our hobbies, you name it.  
Examples of sharing – pregnancy help, sharing meals, etc.
Ultimately we must ask if we look at what we own as our own or God’s.  Are we sharing with one another? Do we put the needs of the church (body) before our own?  Is tithing a joy for us?  Do we even tithe?  How are we sacrificing for one another?  

Counseling/Admonishment/Encouragement in Love
We also need to be actively involved in each other’s lives.  This is messy.  We need to know what is going on in each others lives to be in prayer for one another, to encourage each other, for accountability and for biblical counseling. 
We are told in Hebrews 10 that we are NOT to forsake the gathering of the saints.  Many have used this to speak about legalistically attending Sunday services, but this does not just mean showing up and warming a seat on Sunday’s fulfills God’s command.  It means we are active participants in the gathering and lives of other believers.  These same passages in Hebrews 10 tell us to stir up love and good works within one another, to exhort and encourage, things we could only do if we were actively involved in a local community.  

How can we encourage each other?  How are we to learn together, discuss our lives and our beliefs?  This is what we want to see at Kaleo.

The most difficult part of this is counseling.  I would suggest that you listen to a previous sermon entitled Nouthetic Community.  The second half speaks directly to how we should counsel and confront sin out of love in each others lives.  
Let me just say there are three main components.  
First that we love & concern for the person.  Counseling is always done for the benefit of the counselee.

Second is that we confront someone.  By confrontation we mean that one Christian personally gives counsel to another from the Scriptures. We should not confront people with our own ideas or the ideas of others

Third is that counseling is used only when the counselee needs to change. 

By change we mean that counseling is done because there is something in another Christian's life (character or behavior) that fails to meet the biblical requirements and that, therefore, keeps them from honoring God. 

To put it simply, counseling consists of lovingly confronting people out of deep concern in order to help them make those changes that God requires.

Do we care about the body that we are a part of?  Are we praying for those that are in this community?  Do we pray for those in relationships, for our pastors, are we praying specifically for people in our community that are struggling with sin? Do we even know what sin they are struggling with?  Etc.

Are we developing relationships so that we can encourage, admonish, counsel and have these things done to you as well?

Worship/Communion/Tithes/Prayer
The last part today is that we need to be a community of worship.  In Acts 2 verse 42 we read that they continued steadfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers.

Today we are going to close with a breaking of bread and prayer.  Communion is from the Greek word koinonia, which means many things but includes the ideas of community & fellowship.  Leads us to corporately take communion…the great equalizer.  We all share from the same bread and wine, Christ.
Communion
1. Invitation (1 Cor. 11:23-26)

2. Self Examination & Warning to Non-Believers (1 Cor. 11:27-29)

3. Blessing to Consecrate (Mark 14:22-23)

4. Breaking the Bread (Matthew 26:26)

5. Passing of the Cup (Matthew 26:27)

6. Take as a Community (1 Cor. 11:33)

Closing Prayer

Now let us worship as a community.
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