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INTRODUCTION

There was a time not too long ago that I didn’t believe in God.  I was effectively brainwashed by our great public educational system to believe that evolution was a scientific fact and if I didn’t accept that I was nothing but evolved sea slime, and that my greatest grandma was a monkey, I was naïve and foolish.

As I grew in my ability to reason, it wasn’t long before I had to acknowledge that if macro evolution was a fact, then there was no reason to believe that there was some God out there that created everything.

During this wonderful age of absorbing the infinite wisdom of high school teachers, my mythology teacher mentioned a few things about Greek philosophers, so off I went to try and find an answer to all of life’s big questions “why am I here?” where am I going?” “is there anything or anyone out there that cares?”

Guess what I found out?  Nobody that I read had the answers.  They seemed as confused as I was and the more I read them, the more I realized I was probably not going to get the big questions answered, and instead of caring about the big questions they had me asking a bunch of smaller ones that were like opening boxes inside of boxes.  Every time I thought I had an answer, a new question came up that I hadn’t thought of.  

This went on until I gave up trying to find answers to anything because I couldn’t even trust that life was real and not an illusion.  I couldn’t trust I could even know anything because I couldn’t figure out how exactly we know what we know.  And I could really read books to help me because words didn’t really have a fixed meaning that could be trusted.

Someone would ask me a simple question:  David how are you?  

I don’t know, how I am, I mean first I should know who I am, but we can’t really know that can we?  Then I guess if I were able to know who I was, how would I really know how I am?  Is it possible to really know how I am?  The moment you ask me how I am, by the time I give you an answer, I may have changed and so my answer might be different then when you asked and I wouldn’t be giving you an accurate answer because I would be telling you how I was and telling you what you wanted to really know which was how I am right is moment, or that moment!  See what I mean?

Needless to say, I really didn’t see the need for a god to exist, or for a need for him to have a son that was supposed to be my savior.  

What exactly was this savior going to save me from?  I thought I was a pretty good person and I didn’t see anything in me that was in need of saving.  To say that I need to be “saved” was like calling me a sinner, and I certainly didn’t believe that I was that…as a matter of fact, I didn’t even believe sin existed.

Right now is about the time you should be asking why I’m telling you all of this, or you might be asking what changed my faith in the non-existence of God, to faith in the existence of God, the trustworthiness of the Bible, the importance of Jesus Christ, and historical facts of the resurrection.

Good question, I’m glad you asked, I’m happy to answer that question.

For some of you, you have come this morning because we have free food after I’m done speaking, so this happens to be the stopover before you get to your destination.  Don’t think I haven’t noticed that you come to hear me preach only when were cooking!  We’ve put everything on your tab, and you can drop it in the tithe plate.  I’m only kidding, we don’t have a tithe plate.

For others, you have come because you believe the Bible, as long as it doesn’t contradict your worldview, you believe in God, as long as He doesn’t say something you don’t like.  You believe in Jesus raising from the dead, as long as that means you don’t have to respond to it, or change the way you live.

Some may have come this morning because you were asked by a friend or relative, and you were like I was a few years ago and you don’t see the need for God to exist and you certainly don’t think Jesus rose from the dead because you doubt he even lived, and definitely don’t think if he did he would have risen from the dead.  

For those that are here this morning that believe in God, believe in the truthfulness of the Bible, believe Jesus Christ was God who came in the flesh, died on a cross and forgave your sins, you may not see the importance of living with the constant perspective of an empty tomb.  You may only see the bloody cross of Good Friday, but haven’t yet connected why rising from the dead should affect how you live daily.

STUDY

Turn with me to Luke chapter 9.

In this chapter Jesus sent His disciples to go and preach the kingdom of God.  As they preached people had different opinions about who Jesus was.  Even the King had an opinion about Jesus.  

It’s true to this day that everybody has an opinion about Jesus Christ.  Everybody says something about who He is, what He is, and what He’s accomplished or not accomplished.

Knowing that everyone has their own opinion of His identity, Jesus asks a fairly general question in verse 18 of Luke 9.

Luke 9:18- And it happened, as He was alone praying, that His disciples joined Him, and He asked them, saying, "Who do the crowds say that I am?" 

If they were nice enough to listen, I could drive to Grossmont mall with a clipboard and pen in hand, and ask several people who they thought Jesus was.  After I was finished asking as many as would listen, I could come back to this pulpit and tell you what their opinion was of Jesus identity.

Giving you that information would only be mildly interesting, and you may or may not agree with some of their comments.

Jesus wasn’t satisfied with stopping at asking a broad question to the population in general.  He presses the issue home and makes it personal.

Luke 9:20- He said to them, "But who do you say that I am?..."

This morning, as we have gathered to enjoy each others company, and to celebrate Easter together as a family, I want to ask you the same question Jesus asked His disciples.  

I want you to imagine that it’s Jesus asking this question and not me.  I want you to think about what you would say to Him if He stopped you and asked you to tell Him who you think He is.  

Is He a good teacher, is He a philosopher, is He a leader in morality, or is He just a nice guy, is He a liar, is He a lunatic, or is He in fact Lord?

I don’t want us to fall into the trap of asking questions that aren’t that important.  I want to stick to the big ones.

If I were to ask you to tell me what time Abraham Lincoln was shot, and you couldn’t answer my question, it would have no effect on you for eternity.  This one will.  So please hear my case in total before you come to a quick conclusion.

Knowing that there are many opinions about Jesus, I want to talk about a few of them.

“He’s a good teacher”

Matthew 19:16 Now behold, one came and said to Him, "Good Teacher, what good thing shall I do that I may have eternal life?"  17 So He said to him, "Why do you call Me good? No one is good but One, that is, God…”

Jesus asks Him why he is calling Him good.  

Why does Jesus ask this question?

He wants to get the man’s attention.  He wants to press him into thinking about what he is asking.  

Why are you calling me good when you don’t even understand what good is.  You’re definition of good is used as a silly introduction.  My definition of good is moral perfection.  

Something that is ultimately “good” is perfect before God.  Jesus says that only God is good.

This agrees with what Paul writes to the Romans:

Romans 3:10-12  10 As it is written: "There is none righteous, no, not one; 11 There is none who understands; There is none who seeks after God. 12 They have all turned aside; They have together become unprofitable; There is none who does good, no, not one."

Jesus essentially says this very same thing.  

So does that mean that Jesus is implying He’s not good?

No, Jesus is claiming He is God!  He is telling the man “do you know who you are talking to?”  “I’m not just some good teacher, I’m ultimately good, and the only one that is ultimately good is God.”

I had difficulty with this concept when someone spent time with me and discussed what they believed.  I couldn’t comprehend the idea that I wasn’t good.  It was because I had spent my life comparing myself with others.  I was always able to find someone else worse than me.  


I was basically told that God didn’t judge on a curve.  He didn’t compare us against each other to determine who was good and who wasn’t.  He compared us to Himself and He was perfect.

I thought I was a pretty good person, but I knew I wasn’t God!

I just wrote it off as impossible because I couldn’t see how if God was perfect and we are all imperfect and sinful, we could ever go to heaven because we are all sinners.

It wasn’t until I realized that I was not good, that God was, that I was not sinless, Christ was, and that I could not earn my way, by my way, or manipulate my way to heaven to win God’s favor, that all I could do was trust that Jesus Christ took MY sin on His own body as He was tortured and crucified and that when God had Him nailed to a cross, it was to forgive MY sin personally.

Until then, it all seemed foolish.  For some of you that might be the case.  You might hear that Jesus claimed to be God, came into the flesh, and died on a Roman cross for my sin, and if you believe Him, and you place your faith in Him, He’ll do the same for you, and it sounds like nonsense.  If that’s what you believe it’s probably because you still think of yourself as a good person.

“He’s a philosopher”

Some of you might believe that Jesus was like many philosophers that have gone before and after Him.

Jesus didn’t point to some way to follow.  He said “I am the way..”  He didn’t mention a truth for you to grapple with.  He said “I am the truth…”  He didn’t tell you about a life that you can lead.  He said “I am the life…”  He wasn’t one of many ways to God.  He said “No one can come to the Father except through Me.”

“He’s show us how to be moral”

Some of you believe that Jesus only job was to come to show us how to live morally.

Jesus didn’t come to give us a lesson in morality.  He came to do the Father’s will.  

He also didn’t expect that we could be moral people without being identified in Him.  He tells us in John 15:5  "I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing.”

He says that we have to be connected only to Him, otherwise we will never be able to produce the kind of fruit that would make us moral people.  Without Him, it is impossible to be truly moral.  

“He’s a nice guy”

You might even think that Jesus was just a nice guy.  But the words He spoke were so cutting that He was hated and mocked, He was ridiculed and taken in the cover of darkness, given a false trial, sentenced to death, tortured, and nailed to a cross.

It wasn’t because He was a nice guy.  It was because He came to turn the religious establishment upside down and shake it to its core.

In John 8:44, Jesus is having a dialogue with the religious leader of His time and He tells them "You are of your father the devil, and the desires of your father you want to do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own resources, for he is a liar and the father of it.”

Jesus spoke of hell more than anyone, and said that if we didn’t believe “in” Him, not about Him, we are condemned because we have not believed, and we stand under judgment of God.

That doesn’t sound like a nice guy.

So we are left with “Liar, Lunatic, or Lord.”

If Jesus was not who He claimed to be, He was the biggest liar in all of human history. If He believed in a delusional idea of Himself, He was a lunatic that should have been put in an insane asylum.  The problem is that even modern day psychologists have read His writings and say that His words are not indicative of someone who is delusional.  So if He’s not a liar, or a lunatic, and He is who He claims He is, He is Lord.  

Some of you might say that you don’t believe that Jesus even existed, so it really doesn’t matter.

Even those that are not followers of Christ have to admit that Jesus Christ existed.  The evidence is so overwhelming, it would be like claiming that George Washington didn’t exist.

Some of you believe that because Jesus is mentioned in the Bible you shouldn’t believe He existed.

It isn’t only the Bible that mentions Jesus Christ’s existence.  Every major world religion has an opinion about Jesus Christ.  None of them doubt His existence.

Plus there were other writings during the early part of the first two centuries that spoke of Jesus Christ:

Thallus (52 AD), speaks of the darkness at the time of Christ’s death.  His death is presented as a fact.

Josephus (64 AD), was a famous Jewish historian that spoke of Jesus miracles, His crucifixion, and His disciples.  

Cornelius Tacitus (64-116 AD), Refers to Christians as followers of “Christus” who had undergone the death penalty by sentence of the procurator “Pontius Pilate.”

Pliny the Younger (61-112 AD), Nephew of the encyclopedist Pliny the Elder, Pliny the Younger became governor of Bithynia (northwestern Turkey) in the early second century. In a letter written around 111 to the emperor Trajan to explain early Christian worship gatherings that met early on Sunday mornings in memory of Jesus’ resurrection day, he says: I have never been present at an examination of Christians. Consequently, I do not know the nature of the extent of the punishments usually meted out to them, nor the grounds for starting an investigation and how far it should be pressed...They also declared that the sum total of their guilt or error amounted to no more than this: they had met regularly before dawn on a fixed day (Sunday in remembrance of Jesus’ resurrection) to chant verses alternately amongst themselves in honor of Christ as if to a god…

Hadrian (117-138 AD) gave Pliny a response to how to properly punish those that followed Christ.

Seutonius (120 AD), was a Roman historian and annalist of the Imperial House. In the Vita Nero 16.11-13(Nero ruled A.D. 54-68) Suetonius mentions the persecution of Christians by indirectly referring to the resurrection: “Punishment was inflicted on the Christians, a class of men given to a new and mischievous superstition [the resurrection].”
Philegon (140 AD), referred to the “eclipse,” the earthquake, and Jesus prophecies.

Lucian of Samsota (170 AD) was a Greek writer that wrote about Christians, Christ, the crucifixion, and Christian martyrs.

Mara Bar-Serapion (200 AD), was a Syrian philosopher and compared Jesus to Socrates and Plato.

These are all writings that were from non-Christian writers.

We often will put our faith in what our history teachers taught us, but we choose not to believe in the historical accuracy of the Bible.

The Bible is filled with specific predictive prophecy that authenticates itself through fulfilling its prophecy.  Jesus life, death, and resurrection prophesied about 342 times in the Bible.  The prophecy isn’t just vague, it is very specific.  Jesus predicted His resurrection after 3 days of being dead.

This brings us back to the resurrection.

What are reasons that some don’t believe the resurrection occurred?

Swoon Theory

Some believe that Jesus didn’t really die, He only passed out.  This is called the swoon theory.

Even if the swoon theory were true, we would then have to explain how Jesus survived suffocating in the weighty (roughly 100 pounds) of burial wrappings and spices. In addition, we would have to picture this beaten and unfed man escaping from this mummified state and walking into town on pierced feet three days after a crucifixion.

Plus the process of execution on a cross was perfected at this point.  Romans knew how to crucify someone until they were dead.  If the torturer didn’t do his job, his life was on the line because he was supposed to carry out orders to execute that person.  Thousands had been crucified already, Jesus crucifixion was like every other that had gone before and after Him, it was thorough and it did it’s job.

Also, John 19:34-35 tells us that the Roman soldier thrust a spear into Jesus’ heart to confirm His death. The water that poured out was probably from the sac surrounding the heart, and the blood most likely came from the right side of His heart. Even if He had been alive, this would have killed Him.

The body was stolen

The original explanation given for the empty tomb by those Jews who did not choose to worship Jesus as God was that the tomb was indeed empty, but not because of a resurrection, but rather a theft of Jesus’ dead body (Matthew 28:11-15). For this to be true, a number of impossibilities would have to occur. First, despite the fact it would have cost them their lives, all of the guards positioned at the tomb would have had to fall asleep at the same time. Second, the noise from rolling the stone away would have awakened them even if they had fallen asleep. Third, even if Jesus’ body was stolen, there is no way to account for it returning to vibrant and triumphant life.

The issue of motive is also a key factor in refuting this hypothesis. What benefit would there be for the disciples to risk their lives to steal a corpse and die for a lie as a result? What motive would there be for the Jews, Romans or anyone else to steal the body? And, if the body were truly stolen, could not a bounty have been offered and someone enticed to provide the body in exchange for a handsome cash reward? Lastly, even if the dead body were stolen, how does that explain the fact that Jesus reappeared alive and no longer dead?

The location of the tomb was unknown

This theory states that the disciples went to the wrong tomb because they didn’t know where it was, and that tomb was empty.

However, all four gospels report that Joseph of Arimathea was the owner of the tomb that Jesus was laid in. Joseph was one of 71 members of the well-to-do Jewish council of the Sanhedrin. Being a widely known public figure, it would have been easy to contact Joseph and have him identify the location of his tomb which he undoubtedly would not be mistaken about, since he had probably hand-selected it with the intent of one day being buried there himself. Also, this theory fails to explain Jesus’ post-resurrection appearances and how Jesus repeatedly appeared alive after His death.

A twin brother or look alike was crucified in Jesus place

It has also been suggested that Jesus was not the one crucified, but rather a brother or other man who looked like Him. However, there is not a shred of evidence to prove that someone who looked like Jesus existed at that time. Additionally, Jesus’ mother was present at His crucifixion, and the likelihood of fooling His mother is minimal. Also, the physical wounds endured during crucifixion were visible on Jesus’ resurrection body and carefully inspected by the disciple Thomas, who was very doubtful that Jesus had risen until he touched the scars from crucifixion evident on Jesus’ body (John 20:24-28). In addition, the tomb was empty and burial cloths left behind, so even if it was not Jesus who resurrected from death, someone else who simply looked like Him did, and we should worship Him as God instead.

Other objections to the resurrection that are common are:

People don’t rise from the dead- That’s why it’s a supernatural work of God.  No one is claiming this is normal.  Christian don’t think people usually die and then wake up 3 days later.  

Jesus should have shown Himself to other people- He did.  Paul recorded that Jesus appeared to more than 500 of His followers at one time, many of which were still alive to testify to that truth.


If you wanted to disprove Paul’s writing, all you had to do was ask him where to find those that Jesus appeared to and they could tell you what happened.

If Jesus rose from the dead in front of me, I’d believe Him

We would probably write off Jesus resurrection the same way we do now, with some kind of ridiculous explanation.

Also, in Luke 16 there is an interesting story: 19  "There was a certain rich man who was clothed in purple and fine linen and fared sumptuously every day. 20 "But there was a certain beggar named Lazarus, full of sores, who was laid at his gate, 21 "desiring to be fed with the crumbs which fell from the rich man's table. Moreover the dogs came and licked his sores. 22 "So it was that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels to Abraham's bosom. The rich man also died and was buried. 23 "And being in torments in Hades, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom. 24 "Then he cried and said, 'Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus that he may dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame.' 25 "But Abraham said, 'Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things; but now he is comforted and you are tormented. 26 'And besides all this, between us and you there is a great gulf fixed, so that those who want to pass from here to you cannot, nor can those from there pass to us.' 27 "Then he said, 'I beg you therefore, father, that you would send him to my father's house, 28 'for I have five brothers, that he may testify to them, lest they also come to this place of torment.' 29 "Abraham said to him, 'They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them.' 30 "And he said, 'No, father Abraham; but if one goes to them from the dead, they will repent.' 31 "But he said to him, 'If they do not hear Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded though one rise from the dead.'"

It isn’t an issue of proof.  We demand proof for everything, but are unwilling to accept the proof given because we know that if what I am saying is true, and the Bible is accurate and credible, then what the Bible says about you and I is also true since the words come from the God who made you and I.

In all of my discussions with those that refuse to accept the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, it always comes down to their disbelief not being an intellectual issue, but a moral and spiritual issue.

We want to hold on to the idea that we’re good people and that if God exists He will arbitrarily look away from my sin.  We don’t think that God is just.  We don’t think that God is holy.  We don’t think that God is righteous.  

Why should all of this matter?  Why should you care?

Because if the Bible is true, and the Bible teaches us that we have all sinned and fall short of the glory of God, that there is no one who is righteous, that if we don’t believe in Jesus Christ we are already condemned, that the wages of sin is death, that Christ is the only way to the Father, we now have to respond to that truth by placing our faith in Jesus Christ.

Why should the resurrection matter?

Paul tells us in 1 Corinthians 15:14 And if Christ is not risen, then our preaching is empty and your faith is also empty. 15 Yes, and we are found false witnesses of God, because we have testified of God that He raised up Christ, whom He did not raise up--if in fact the dead do not rise. 16 For if the dead do not rise, then Christ is not risen. 17 And if Christ is not risen, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins!

If Christ didn’t rise from the dead than all of this is worthless.  Let’s go to Barona Casino and get hammered and gamble all our money away.

But Paul says earlier in this chapter: 15:1 Moreover, brethren, I declare to you the gospel which I preached to you, which also you received and in which you stand, 2 by which also you are saved, if you hold fast that word which I preached to you--unless you believed in vain. 3 For I delivered to you first of all that which I also received: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 4 and that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day according to the Scriptures, 5 and that He was seen by Cephas, then by the twelve. 6 After that He was seen by over five hundred brethren at once, of whom the greater part remain to the present, but some have fallen asleep. 7 After that He was seen by James, then by all the apostles. 8 Then last of all He was seen by me also, as by one born out of due time. 9 For I am the least of the apostles, who am not worthy to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 

The resurrection of Christ is the foundation for our faith.  Christ shows us that He has defeated death.  He also demonstrates to us that one day we will also rise from the dead and be given new bodies as our Spirit is rejoined with our bodies.

John 5:23-29  23 "that all should honor the Son just as they honor the Father. He who does not honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent Him. 24 "Most assuredly, I say to you, he who hears My word and believes in Him who sent Me has everlasting life, and shall not come into judgment, but has passed from death into life. 25 "Most assuredly, I say to you, the hour is coming, and now is, when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God; and those who hear will live. 26 "For as the Father has life in Himself, so He has granted the Son to have life in Himself, 27 "and has given Him authority to execute judgment also, because He is the Son of Man. 28 "Do not marvel at this; for the hour is coming in which all who are in the graves will hear His voice 29 "and come forth--those who have done good, to the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil, to the resurrection of condemnation.

Honoring Christ means to believe in who He is, what He has done, and placing our faith and trust only in Him for our salvation from everlasting condemnation.

I would never bring you this bad news if I didn’t know that there was the good news of a bloody cross and an empty tomb.

Christ’s death on the cross is not in vain.  He suffered and died so that those who believe in Him won’t.  

His resurrection is not a hoax, it’s a fact that when we see an empty tomb we are reminded of His victory that becomes our victory over death, over sin, over guilt, over all things that oppose Him.  

For the Christian, He is our hero.  He is our victor.  He is our King.

We come back to the question:  “Who do you say that I am?”  

For you, is He a liar, a lunatic, or will He be Lord over everything in your life?

Ask God to forgive your sin and to adopt you into His family, and God promises if we confess our sins He is faithful and just to forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness!

