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INTRODUCTION

What did we learn last week Kaleo?  

You and I, no matter how hard we try, are going to die!  
One day, you and I are going to bow our heads for the last time, get painted up like a circus clown, get dropped six feet in a hole, where we become food for the earthworms.  Kind of a strange irony since I have sacrificed many an earthworm at the end of my fishing hook...looks like they get the last laugh.

We have on average 683,280 hours, 2.8 billion seconds, 36,792,000 minutes, sleep will take about 12.3 million of those minutes, eating will consume 3 million minutes, work will take 13 million minutes, which leaves about 8 million minutes.  Once you deduct time for washing and other activities you are left with 6.5 million minutes.  If you are 18 you have already used up 25% of your minutes so you only have 5 million left.  If you’re older, well then you don’t have very many minutes left on your long distance plan.
So, since life is so fleeting and we are going to die…what are we to do with the time we have left?  LIVE!  That is the theme of this great book; you’re going to die so while you’re here you should live!

This theme continues in this chapter as Solomon helps us to understand how to live in the middle of a sinful, fallen, and crooked world.  

Solomon has given us many looks at his view of a world apart from God, and now he is going to give us a glimpse of hope and meaning with God as part of his analysis.  Some of it may not sound very positive, but considering his conclusions thus far we should jump for joy and high five each other as he seems to have a moment of sobriety.

I hope this text helps each of us better understand the various seasons of our lives as we consider the providence of God who sees that the seasons He has set comes to pass.
Solomon is going to show us that there is a reason for every season under heaven.  Even though The Byrds have made a catchy little hippie song out of this passage, it is still very important in spite of the words “turn, turn, turn” which have haunted me all week like a tack hammer to my frontal lobe.  
It's a strange thing, of course, when atheists, rock bands, and counter-cultural types find more resonance with a biblical book than Christians sometimes do. You are more likely to read Ecclesiastes in a Norton anthology of world literature than you are to run across it in a daily devotional book; you are more likely to hear "Turn, Turn, Turn" on the San Diego oldies radio station than an Ecclesiastes hymn on a Christian radio station. 

Here are the rules of this message; if you sing this song your remaining life minutes will be deducted from you.
STUDY

Ecclesiastes 3:1-15  

Verse 1-There is an appointed time for everything. And there is a time for every event under heaven—

This lays out the beginning of this great poem, that every event, time, season and outcome of those seasons come from the right hand of God’s sovereign decrees. 

Verse 2- A time to give birth and a time to die; A time to plant and a time to uproot what is planted.  
God has brought you into this world at his appointed time, and God will have you exit this world at his appointed time.

Job 14:5- "Since his days are determined, the number of his months is with You; And his limits You have set so that he cannot pass. 

There is a time to sow and a time to reap.  We don’t sow in the fall and reap in the winter.  God has set a time and season that this activity is done.  Like our lives, we appear as a people planted only to one day be uprooted when it is time to harvest (Revelation 14).

There is a time when we begin to projects, new ministries, new ventures, and there is a time when it comes to an end.

Some of you and adverse to any change so this verse is problematic for you.  We are trying to keep everything together so it won’t end only to find that it’s like herding cats.  We need to accept that there will ends to our seasons and that things change.

Blaise Pascal speaks of those that live in the past and those that live in the future as never really living because they miss the present.  Some of you are so bent on tomorrow and so enamored with yesterday that you can’t enjoy the very day God has given you.  We will find ourselves trying to work against God and what is inevitable if we refuse to change as the seasons of life and circumstances in it change.
There is a time to begin and a time to end.  Drew and I think back over the last couple of years as we began to gather a few people to plant this church.  We started with just over a handful of you, and we didn’t advertise, we didn’t market, we didn’t take a bunch of people from our last ministries, we simply trusted that God would grow this work for His glory. 

We officially launched last year in October as we moved across the street.  It has been amazing to see what God has done over this last year.  We have watched some of you come in that did not profess to know Jesus and now you are getting married and beginning a new season of life with Christ and with your wife of your youth.  

The way we did things then at the beginning is different than how we do things now.  There are more people and more challenges now they there was when we had 9 people show up for our service.  Some of us don’t like the change of seasons in our church and I understand that, but God has set these seasons for us and we are to change with them.

Our lack of desire to change during these times is much like a man that sees the trees changing color and the leaves falling and he refuses to put on long pants and a jacket.  If you have lived up north, you realize this is not wise.  Running around in sandals and shorts with a cut off shirt when the snow begins to fall because you don’t the like changing of the seasons is not good for your health, or your sanity.

Verse 3- A time to kill and a time to heal; A time to tear down and a time to build up.  
If you have ever lived on a farm, you know that caring for your livestock is the number one priority each day.  This livestock you care for will eventually care for you.  You may nurse a chicken or a cow back to health only to then kill it so that you can feed your family.  
With you and I, there are times when we are healthy and life seems to be going well and you feels strong.  And there are times when you feel weak and unhealthy when you’re ill and injured.  Some of you are in a season of sickness right now you don’t feel healthy.  Some of you are feeling the best that you have felt in many seasons.  Others try not to think about either and just keep sticking McDonalds in your system and praying that God will bless your body only to hear Him laugh at your request for a miracle.  There are seasons for both.

Is it possible for you and I to worship God is these differing seasons?  Is it possible to find joy in the midst of your sickness, to find dependency upon Him in the midst of your health?  Is it possible to be close to God even with such differences?


If you only thank God in seasons of great health, if you only thank God in seasons of prosperity, if you only thank God when you feel strongest, you will not be thanking God very much because those seasons ebb and flow like the tide.  We are to find joy in the middle of each season and in the transition between them.

Job says in the middle of being stricken with boils and having lost his possessions; Job 2:10-…“Shall we indeed accept good from God and not accept adversity?"
What do we do in the seasons of tearing down and building up?  Is there not an appropriate time to tear something down only so that you can build in its place?  Of course there is.  We see this all the time in cities like San Diego.  What needed to happen so that Petco Park could be built?  Some buildings needed to come down.  What happens to a team when they have the wrong manager or wrong players?  The time comes for the team to be disassembled and rebuilt.

It is the same in our relationships.  There is a time to tear down a relationship that is not healthy so that a new one can be built.  In counseling, when a man and woman say they can’t stand each other, I tell them what thy need is a new husband or a new wife.  Needless to say this doesn’t always go over well until I explain that Christ will make their husband or wife a new creature.  

Verse 4- A time to weep and a time to laugh; A time to mourn and a time to dance.  
Some of you have been told a lie that you shouldn’t weep or feel pain, that as a Christian you are supposed to be happy all the time.  That is simply untrue.  Our Lord shed tears as he came into humanity.  Our God is not detached from feeling.

Yesterday Drew, Luke and I went to see Garden State.  It is perhaps the best film describing existentialism that I have ever seen.  It is so beautiful, and it was so artistically done, and the acting and writing were superb.  

What grabs you about this film is the way in which it captivates you and causes you to feel the doldrums of life.  The premise of the movie is this 26 year old man who has been put on medication by his father who is a psychiatrist since he was 10 years old.  He has been on lithium, Prozac, and every other drug that could be choked down his throat.  The reason given for doing this is so that he would be happy.
But instead of being happy, it caused him to be numb.  Instead of feeling real joy, he only felt really ambivalent to pain.  He had not cried since he was 10 years old.  He had not felt his existence through the blur of his drug induced walking coma.  

His mother dies and he heads back to New Jersey for her funeral.  He couldn’t muster up enough emotion to even shed a single tear because he was simply unable to feel.  But having come from L.A. to N.J., he forgot his medication at home and slowly through the film you see things come into focus.  Slowly you begin to see with him that things are more colorful, slowly you begin to feel as if your waking up with him to a reality that had always existed but was indiscernible from a gray dream.

This kind of film resonates with each of us because we too have been told not to feel.  We too have been given a different kind of medication by our society so that we keep the shedding of our tears to a minimum, we too have lost focus on reality and exchanged it for the blurred vision of positive thinking and self-help gurus.  

When was the last time you wept?  When was the last time you were moved to tears over the flood of emotions that mark our existence?  Is it because you don’t think feeling is “Christian” thing to do?  Do you realize that one of the greatest and most comforting attributes of our God is that He has felt our existence?  

There is this massive sinkhole that is discovered when a mall breaks ground to be built over it.  No one knows how deep it is so they nickname it the infinite abyss.  Think of the symbolism in that.  A mall that pacifies us, that makes us human cows so that we can graze through it and window shop.  The great American pastime that attempts to shape us into its window sized poster child.  The drug for you and I when we weep is the catalyst for discovering that no matter how many malls are built, there will be an infinite abyss that attempts to swallow us into nothingness.  
The conclusion that is reached through this film is that “all we have is this” so in the mean time, we should live.  We should embrace the infinite abyss as unavoidable and instead of being afraid of it, we should satisfy our existence by recognizing that there is nothing that we can do to fill this infinite hole, so we should embrace the reality, face life with our shoulders squared and accept that there is nothing but now, there is nothing but us, there is nothing but feeling our existence.  So love, work, cry, laugh, embrace, and die because “that’s all we have.”

Who does this sound like?  It sounds like Solomon doesn’t it?  They reach the same conclusion as Solomon when they consider facing the infinite abyss apart from God.  

But here lies that beauty of our God.  He doesn’t call us to be numb, He doesn’t expect us to ignore our pain.  He doesn’t ask us to stop crying.  Weep and mourn, laugh and dance, feel your existence- not without me, but with me for the purpose of it.  Realize that He has made you as a creature that has personality and feels.  Realize that your great God and Savior has come in the flesh and was tempted in all ways like you and I.  Realize that Jesus wept.  Realize that one day this pain and toil, this weeping and mourning will be swallowed up in eternity with Him.  He will wipe away every tear from our eye.
But one thing we can not forget is that this infinite abyss that we feel was placed their by Him for us not to ignore but face and realize that only the infinite can fill the infinite.  Only the God who is infinite and personal can satisfy the infinite and personal cry of our soul since it was put their by God Himself.  Why? So that we can face it without fear.  We can feel it without despair.  We can marvel at His grace.  

Do you feel your existence?  Do you seek the God of infinite worth to satisfy your desire for an infinite treasure?  

With that said, there is a time to dance.  We find our satisfaction in His grace and we receive this by faith in Him and we can now dance after our mourning.

Verses 5-8 A time to throw stones and a time to gather stones; A time to embrace and a time to shun embracing.  6 A time to search and a time to give up as lost; A time to keep and a time to throw away.  7 A time to tear apart and a time to sew together; A time to be silent and a time to speak.  8 A time to love and a time to hate; A time for war and a time for peace.

This is a way of poetically saying that absolutely every time and season of our lives is ordained by God.

Verses 9-10- What profit is there to the worker from that in which he toils?  10 I have seen the task which God has given the sons of men with which to occupy themselves.  
Great question…  Apart from God it seems as if there is no profit to our toiling in this life.  What is the purpose and reason for our toil?

Here is his answer-
Verses 11-15- He has made everything appropriate (beautiful) in its time. He has also set eternity in their heart, yet so that man will not find out the work which God has done from the beginning even to the end.  12  I know that there is nothing better for them than to rejoice and to do good in one's lifetime;  13  moreover, that every man who eats and drinks sees good in all his labor--it is the gift of God.  14 I know that everything God does will remain forever; there is nothing to add to it and there is nothing to take from it, for God has so worked that men should fear Him.  15 That which is has been already and that which will be has already been, for God seeks what has passed by.

Our joy and satisfaction is not at odds with God’s glory.  God is most glorified when man is most satisfied…in Him.  Man is most satisfied when God is most glorified.  They are inextricably linked.  

When we find our satisfaction in God, when we realize His providence it becomes our comfort and we can find joy in trials and satisfaction in every season, God is then glorified in our joy and ultimate happiness in Him.

Who is in control?  God, the Devil, chance?
God is in control of the animal, plant, and human affairs.

Job 12:10 In whose hand is the life of every living thing, And the breath of all mankind?
Consider this example of scripture demonstrating that chance does not exist where God does.
The Philistines captured the ark of the covenant in battle and displayed it in their temple. But twice the image of their god Dagon fell on its face in front of the ark. There followed an outbreak of tumors and an infestation of rats. So their leaders decided on an experimental solution: 

"Get a new cart ready with two cows that have calved. … Hitch the cows to the cart, but take their calves away and pen them up. Take the ark of the Lord and put it on the cart. … If [these cows on their own, with no direction, move it] up to its own territory, toward Beth Shemesh, then the Lord has brought this great disaster upon us. But if it does not [if these cows wander or try to return], then we will know that it … happened to us by chance." (Read 1st Samuel 5:1-6:15).
It's simple; if God is not sovereign, then God is not God. 

Acting against all of their inclinations to go back to their calves, those cows moved in a straight line for Israel, approaching Beth Shemesh and moving right to the threshing floor of Joshua. They fulfilled their mission. They delivered the throne of God to Israel. 
In the Matrix you might remember how poised and controlled Morpheus was in a time of war and what looked like despair.
Morpheus: “All of our lives, we have fought this war. Tonight I believe we can end it. Tonight is not an accident. There are no accidents. We have not come here by chance. I do not believe in chance. When I see three objectives, three captains, three ships. I do not see coincidence, I see providence. I see purpose. I believe it our fate to be here. It is our destiny. I believe this night holds for each and every one of us, the very meaning of our lives.”

Contrast that with Merovingian’s view of causality:

Merovingian: You see there is only one constant. One universal. It is the only real truth. Causality. Action, reaction. Cause and effect.
Merovingian: What is the reason? Soon the why and the reason are gone and all that matters is the feeling. This is the nature of the universe. We struggle against it, we fight to deny it; but it is of course a lie. Beneath our poised appearance we are completely out of control.
Really, is that all there is?

This is Existentialism.  We are reduced to a feeling and nothing more,  No reason, no purpose, no providence, no God, just the abyss to acknowledge and welcome.
Yet God is there.  God is not silent.  God has not abandoned us, nor has he become an absentee landlord.  God is working all things to the conformity of His will and pleasure, and God is working all things together for those who love Him and are called according to His purpose.
